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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


REGULATIONS to be observed by the ApmMiRALS, MAsrErs, and 
Crews of the Smacks and SreAM CARRIERS 
forming the Freer of the Grear YarmMoutu 
Carryina Company, Limirep (“ Red White Fleet”), and 
of the Fisninc Smacks, FisninG Streamers, and STEAM 
Carriers forming the known as the Snort BiuE 
and managed by Messrs. Hewerr anp CoMPANy, 
Limirep, made pursuant to the Provisions of section 10 of 
the “ Merchant Shipping (Fishing Boats) Act, 1887.” 

The following regulations for the fleets of the Great Yarmouth 
Steam Carrying Company, Limited, and the Short Blue Fleet, 
managed by Messrs. Hewett and Company, Limited, respecting 
conveyance of fish from trawlers to vessels engaged in collecting 
and carrying fish to ports, have recently been issued by the 
Board of Trade :-— 

Whereas the Great Yarmouth Steam Carrying Company, 
Limited, forming part of an association of owners of fishing 
vessels engaged in fishing in the North Sea, and Messrs. Hewett 
and Company, Limited, representing an association of owners 
of fishing vessels engaged in fishing in the North Sea, have 
applied to the Board of Trade to make such regulations respecting 
the conveyance of fish from trawlers to vessels engaged in 
collecting and carrying fish to ports as may appear to the said 
Board to be expedient for the purpose of preventing loss of life 
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or danger to life or limb. Now, therefore, the Board of Trade dv . 
make and publish the following regulations :— 


1. There shall be one signal for the trawler’s boat to put fish 
on board the carrier (which operation is herein-after called 
“ boarding”), and such signal shall be shown from the carrier, 
but shall not be exhibited when the weather is such as to render 
it dangerous for boats to board. 


2. The admiral, when on the spot, shall determine whether the 
weather is fit for boarding or not, and if in his opinion it is so fit, 
shall cause the carrier to hoist the signal to board. 


3. In the event of the admiral being absent when the boarding 
is about to commence, the master of the carrier shall determine 
whether the weather is fit for boarding or not, and if in his 
opinion it is so fit, shall hoist or cause to be hoisted the signal 
to board. 


4. After the boarding signal has been hoisted, the master of the 
carrier must be on deck whilst boarding is taking place, and shall 
have full authority over the crews of all boats when alongside or 
on board of the carrier. In the event of a change in the weather 
rendering it unfit for boarding, he shall lower the boarding signal, 
and having taken on board the cargoes of the boats already 
alongside, shall at once steam to windward of the fleet. 


5. Although the signal for boarding is hoisted, yet there shall 
be no legal obligation upon the skippers of the trawlers to board, 
and each skipper must use his own independent judgment in the 
matter. No skipper shall send away his boat for the purpose of 


boarding from his vessel’s side unless the boarding signal is then 
exhibited. 


6. When the deck of the carrier is temporarily full or encum- 
bered with boxes, the master of such carrier shall haul down to 
half-mast the boarding signal. No skipper shall permit his boat 
to leave his trawler with fish whilst such signal is half-mast. 


7. The owner of every trawler shall supply two life-buoys (in 
the case of the Short Blue Fleet, one life-buoy) and three life- 
belts to such trawler. The skipper thereof shall keep or cause te 
be kept the life-buoys and life-belts, as well as any other life- 
saving appliances which may be supplied by the owner, at all 
times fit and ready for use. 


8. The skipper of cach trawler shall not permit the boat to 
leave his trawier for the carrier unless the boat has a suitable life- 
buoy attached by a line to the stern-rinz thereof, or unless each 
man going into the boat wears a life-belt. 


9. It shall be the duty of the crew of the boat to wear life-belts 
when ordered by their skipper to do so. 

10. The skipper of cach trawler shall keep his boat efficiently 
fitted with a life-line or rope rove through the keel, and extending 
on either side right along it fore-and-aft, and also up the stem and 
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stern, and shall not permit her to leave for the carrier with fish 
unless properly laden and efficiently manned. 


11. No skipper shall permit his boat to leave his trawler for the 
carrier except in charge of himself or the second hand. In the 
event of the second hand being incapacitated and unable to handle 
the boat, the skipper may appoint the third hand ia his place if 
thoroughly competent. (In the regulations of the Short Blue 
Fleet the latter sentence is replaced by the following clause :— 
Or other experienced and competent hand, or with more fish than 
she can reasonably and safely carry.) 


12. Boarding shall not be permitted after dark. 


13. The master of a carrier, on arriving at the ficet, shall be 
ready to distribute his boxes, stores, &c. as soon as practicable. 
He shall not permit any boat to leave his vessel with more stores 
or empty fish boxes than she can reasonably and safely carry. 


14. The master of the carrier shall always engage from the 
smacks’ boats (in the case of the Short Blue Fleet, trawlers’ 
boats) sufficient hands to assist her own crew in stowing fish, 
provided such assistance is needed. Other boats’ crews shall only 
place their boxes on the carrier’s deck and at once retura in 
their boats to their respective vessels, It shall be the duty of the 
master of the carrier to order crews back to their trawlers directly 
they have placed their boxes on the carrier's deck ; he shall also, 
before leaving the fishing ground, approach as near as he can 
with safety the trawlers from which the stowers have been 
engaged for the purpose of assisting them on board the same. 


15. When alongside the carrier and engaged in boarding or in 
the transport of stores or empty fish boxes, the crews of the boats 
shall obey the commands of the master of the carrier. 


16. In the event of the carrier being also engaged in trawling, 
the master shall not permit his trawl to be down later than 
midnight previous to the day on which he proposes to take in fish, 
and shall have the beam in-board and the deck clear before 
hoisting the signal for boarding. 


17. Skippers of trawlers shall have their fish ready packed 
before sailing for the carrier to board, so that there may be as 
few trawlers as possible lying near the carrier. 


18. No skipper, unless compelled by unavoidable circumstances, 
shall suffer his trawler to approach a carrier engaged in receiving 
fish so near that the boats alongside the carrier are injuriously 
affected by the trawler’s backwash, 


N.B.—If any person to whom any of the above regulations 
applies makes default in compliance therewith, he will for each 
such default incur a penalty not exczeding 10/. (50 & 51 Vict. 
ch, 4, section 10, sub-section 4). 
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MercHant Seamen (Payment or Wages Ratine) 
Acr, 1880, Srcrion 5. 


An Order in Council, dated the 23rd July last, has been issued, 
applying the provisions of the fifth section of the Merchant 
Seamen (Payment of Wages and Rating) Act, 1880, to Belgian 
ships. 


‘TENDERS FOR ConstTRUCTION OF IN Eaypr, AND 
oF A Brip@r across THE NILE. 


A report, dated the 5th July last, has been received from 
Mr. F. 8. Clarke, Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General 
at Cairo, enclosing a volume containing full particulars as to tenders 
for the construction of proposed new railways in Egypt, and of a 
bridge across the Nile. The general conditions under which 
tenders are to be made are as follows :— 


Art. 1. The construction, including fixed material, of the rail- 
ways mentioned below for the extension of the railway system, is 
open to tender— 

From Assiout to Girgueh, about 125 kilometres. 
From Chibin-el-Kom to Menouf, about 13 kilometres. 
. From Damanhour to Rahmaniech, about 20 kilometres. 
From Medinet-el-Fayoum to Sennoures, about 11} kilo- 
metres ; and 
5. The construction of a bridge across the Nile, between 
Boulac and Embabeh, about 550 metres in length ; 

on the following conditions, and subject to the technical speci- 
fication. 

The rolling-stock is not included. 

The acquisition of the lands necessary for the construction of 
the railways will be at the expense of the Government. 

The embankments for the linc from Assiout to Girgueh about 
to be made by the Government are not included in the present 
contract. 

Art. 2. Tenders must be made in the required form. They 
must be addressed under cover :—- 

A Monsieur le President 
du Conseil ¢ Administration des Chemins de Fer Eyyptiens 
au Caire (Egypte), 
or deposited at the Secretariat of the said Administration. 

They should bear the following superscription :— 

“ Soumission pour ? Extension des Chemins de Fer, ete.” 

Tenders may be made for the whole of the works, or separately 
for each of them. 

Tenders should be made either for cash payment or for payment 
by annual instalments, and fixing, in the latter case, the number 
of instalments, as well as fractions of instalments, if necessary. 
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Persons tendering may do so according to the two systems at 
the same time (cash payment or payment by annual instalments). 

Tenders must also indicate the period within which the works 
should be completed. 

Art. 3. Should payment be made by annual instalment, this is 
fixed for the whole of the works at £ Eg. 52,000, payable by the 
National Debt Exchequer. 

If the works are divided between several contractors, this sum 
will be distributed as follows ;— 


£ Eg, 
1. Line from Assiout to Girgueh - - 31,000 
2. Line from Chibin-el-Kom to Menouf - 3,750 
3. Line from Damanhour to Rahmanieh - 3,750 
4, Line from Medinet-el-Fayoum to Sennoures 2,500 
5. Bridge across the Nile = - - - 11,000 


These sums will be paid for the period of time agreed with the 
contractor. 

The payments will be made half-yearly. 

If the payment is made by annual instalments, the first half- 
yearly instalment will be paid within a period of eight days after 
the provisional opening of each of the works, and the other half- 
yearly instalments will continue to be paid at intervals of six 
months. 

Payments are guaranteed, and will be effected by the Commis- 
sion of the National Debt Exchequer. 


Art. 4. At the time of presenting his tender the person tender- 
ing must deposit security, in bonds of the Egyptian debt or in 
specie, of the value of £ Eg. 1,000, 

This security will be returned when the contract is made. 


Art. 5. The persons tendering must, after the acceptance of 
their tender, deposit in the exchequer of the Railway Administra- 
tion a security, in bonds of the Egyptian debt or in specie, to the 
value mentioned below, which will remain in the exchequer of 
the Administration, non-productive of interest, until the final 
opening of the works, namely :— 


£ Eg. 
1. For the line from Assiout to Girgueh - 9,000 
2. ‘ Chibin-el-Kom to Menouf 1,000 
3. Damanhour te Rahmanich 1,000 
4, 1“ Medinet-el-Fayoum to Sen- 
noures ~ - 1,000 
5. For the bridge across the Nile - - - 3,000 


The contract will only be final after the deposit of the said 
sums. In default of this deposit within a period of eight days 
the deposit provided in the preceding article, viz., £ Kg. 1,000, 
will become the property of the Administration, who can treat 
with any other person tendering. 

Art. 6. All the works completed, as well as_ the stores, will be, 
after the commencement of the undertaking, the property of the 
Administration. 
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Art. 7. The Government Railway Department will be in charge 
of everything concerning the control of the works, their superin- 
tendence, and the accounts. 


Art. 8. The tenders will not be received later than noon on the 
2nd December 1889. 

At 3 o'clock on the same day the tenders will be opened at a 
full sitting of the Commission ad hoc. 


Art. 9. Tenders made according to the required form, and 
deposited within the desired periods, will be considered as firm 
offers during a period of a month dating from the opening of the 
tenders. 


Art. 10. The Government reserves to itself the right of not 
accepting the tenders presented, whatever the price tendered may 
be. It can choose among all the offers made, without being 
obliged to accept the lowest offer. 

Further information upon this subject may be obtained on 
application at the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, S.W. ; 
or at the offices of Messrs. Rothschild and Sons, or Mr. G, H. 
Wright, M.I.C.E., No. 2, Victoria Mansions, S.W. 

A short notice to the above effect was circulated by the Board 
of Trade on the 22nd July last. 


SaLMON AND FRESHWATER FisHerRIEs Acts, 1861 TO 1886 
(CERTIFICATE of ENLARGEMENT of the TEEs FIsHERY 
DistRIctT),. 


The following is a copy of a certificate which has been granted 
by the Board of Trade for the enlargement of the Tees fishery 
district. 

“ Whereas the fishery district of the river Tees was formed, and 
its limits were defined by a certificate under the hand of the 
Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, dated the 18th day of January 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six; And whereas the 
Board of Conservators of the said fishery district have applied 
to the Board of Trade to enlarge the limits thereof: Now, 
therefore, the Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers conferred 
upon them by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 
to 1886, do hereby enlarge the limits of the said district so that 
the limits of the said river Tees, and of the fishery district of the 
said river, shall include so much of the sea coast as lies between a 
straight line drawn seawards from the north side of the stream 
flowing into the sea near Hardwick Hall, in the county of 
Durham, being the southern boundary of the Wear fishery 
district, and a straight line drawn seawards from the south side 
of the stream called Skinningrove Beck, in the North Riding of 
the county of York, being the northern boundary of the Esk 
fishery district; all rivers and streams flowing into the sea 
between the said points; the estuaries of such rivers or streams ; 
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and all rivers, streams, lakes, and waters tributary to or connected 
with such rivers, streams, or estuaries ; being within the counties 
of Durham, Cumberland, and Westmoreland, the North Riding 
of the county of York, and the couaty borough of Middles- 
brough ; together with that portion of the sea adjoining such sea 
coast, and lying between such straight lines within which Her 
Majesty’s subjects have by international law the exclusive right 
of fishing; such limits being laid down in the map annexed 
hereto,* and deposited herewith with the clerk of the County 
Council of the county of Durham.” 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABouR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of Trade :— 

Reports as to the condition of their several labour markets 
have this month been received from 19 trade unions. From the 
returns thus furnished it appears that during July the demand 
for labour has in no way fallen off, although there has been but 
little impzovement upon the remarkable figures of the previous 
month, Practically, therefore, the market has been stationary 
and continues so, while at the same time it is characterised by 
great steadiness, and there is an absence of serious disturbance of 
any kind. In fact the only really important disputes now pending 
are those of the lace-makers at Nottingham, and of some of the 
card-room hands in the Oldham cotton trade. 

The cotton trade generally is not well employed at present, as 
much short time is being worked as a weans of counteracting the 
operations of the cotton corner which seems now to be a regular 
annual institution, With this exception, all the great industries 
are well employed, and work is plentiful. 

Of the 19 societies reporting, ten state trade to be “ very good,” 
seven “good,” and two “moderate.” The total membership 
represented by the societies reporting is 191,023, of which only 
3,302 are out of work; being a proportion of 1°7 per cent, as 
against 1°8 per cent for last month, and 4°6 per cent. for the 
corresponding month of 1888. 


* Not printed. 
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IL.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 
Russta, 


The following is a copy of 2 telegram, dated the 24th July, from 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburg :—“ Quarantine on 
* arrivals from Arabia of 10 days, imposed by Odessa Governor- 
General.” 


PORTUGAL. 

A telegram, dated the 19th July, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, says -—“ Ports in United States of America free from 
yellow fever.” 

A further telegram, dated July 20th, from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, says :——“ Truxillo, in department of Liberdad, 
Peru, declared to be infected with yellow fever.” 


SPAIN, 


A telegram, dated the 20th July, from Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Madrid, says:—* Arrivals from Manila and Rio de 
* Janeiro will be admitted to free pratique. Quarantine on 
* arrivals from Truxillo, Peru, on account of yellow fever.” 


MALTA. 


The Board of ‘Trade have received through the Seeretary of 
State for the Colonies the following copy of a notice from the 
Governor of Malta relating to quarantine :— 

His Excellency the Governor, having heard the opinion of the 
Board of Health, has been pleased to direct that cattle arriving 
from the Regency of Tunis be subjected to the regulations enacted 
for the importation of cattle from the Black Sea by Government 
Notice, No. 98, of 3rd June 1889; and that cattle arriving from the 
vilayet of Tripoli are to be accompanied by a British Consular 
certificate stating that they are not the produce of, and do not 
come from, the Regency of Tunis. 


Turkey. 

A telegram, dated the 13th July, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Constantinople, says :—“In consequence of what is supposed 
* to be an outbreak of plague, 10 days’ quarantine applied against 
* all arrivals from coast of Assyr, between Leet and Loheza, Red 
* Sea, to be performed near Jeddah.” 
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A telegram, dated the 15th July, from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Jeddah, says:—“ Board of Health, Constantinople, have 
“ declared quarantine against littoral from Lith to Hodeidah. 
* Arrivals here ordered 10 days’ quarantine at Abu Ail.” 


Eaypt. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated the 15th July, 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria :—* Littoral of Assyr, 
“ including ports of Lith and Lohaia, has been placed in 
quarantine,” 

A. further telegram from Iler Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, 
says :-— Egypt imposed quarantine regulations respecting plague 
“ against arrivals from Arabian coast, from Lith to Mocha, 
inclusive.” 

A further telegram, dated the 19th July, from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Alexandria, says:—‘ Bombay has been placed in 
quarantine.” 


OFFICE NOTICES. 
Marts ror tur West Soutn-West Coasts or Arrica. 


The following statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the West and South-West Coasts 
of Africa during the remainder of the mouth of August :— 

Saturday, 17th August :— Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Kroo Coast, Cape Coast Castle, Salt 
Pond, Accra, Addah, Lagos, Akassa, Brass, and Opobo. 

Saturday, 24th August:—Grand Canary, Goree, Dakar, 
Bathurst, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo 
Coast, Half Jack, Grand Bassam, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, 
Acera, Quittah, and Lagos or Foreados. 

Wednesday, 28th August :—Teneriffe, Grand Canary, Sierra 
Leone, Kroo Coast, Accra, Bonny, Fernando Po, Old Calabar, 
and Cameroons. 

Saturday, 31st August:--Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Kroo Coast, Cape Coast Castle, Acera, 
Addah, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, and New Calabar. 


| 
i 
° 

| 
| 
| 
| 

| 


130 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Proposed Revision of the Customs Tariff. 

Mr. Audley C. Gesling, Her Majesiy’s Chargé d’ Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
24th July last, transmits a memorandum, drawn up by Mr. Consul 
Michell, on the proposed revision of the Russian Customs Tariff 
favourable to the development of Russian manufacturing industries. 
The following is a copy of the memorandum in question : — 

The Imperial Russian Ministry of Finance has informed the 
committees of Exchange of St. Petersburg, Moscow, Riga, Odessa, 
&c., that in virtue of the Emperor’s sanction a general revision of 
the Customs Tariff now in operation is contemplated. It is 
explained by the Ministry of Finance that this revision has been 
found necessary in order to bring the different sections of the 
Customs Tariff, especially those which underwent serious moditi- 
cation in 1868, into proper ¢>-ordination with the present require- 
ments of Russian manufacturing industry with the existing 
value of the paper currency. In this manner, all circumstances 
having been considered, it is intended to extend protection in 
proper proportion to all branches of national industry. The 
appearance of new products in the markets of the world and 
new conditions of production, and the consequent difficulty of 
classification of goods under the existing tariff, are alleged as 
additional reasons for modifying the text of its sections. 

The Ministry of Financ2 has collected with the aid of specialists 
preparatory materials for the work of revision, and these are said 
to consist of: (a) a detailed review of existing statistical data 
relating to the Russian export trade, the importation of foreign 
goods, and the present condition of manufactures both in Russia 
and abroad ; and (4) of suggestions as to the alteration of the text 
of the section of the tariff and of the proper rates of duty to be 
imposed. 

Recommendations of desirable changes in the tariff are to be 
forwarded to the Ministry of Finance not later than the 15th 
(27th) September of the present year. Moreover, tiat the 
uniformity in the method of the suggestions submitted be attained, 
the Committees ot Exchange are invited to adopt the following 
bases in the preparation of their observations and recommendations : 
they should be arranged in the order of sequence of the Customs 
Tariff, and they must be supported, as far as possible, with facts 
and figures, 


Change in Excise Duty on Matches. 


A despatch, dated the 4th July last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Audley C. Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’ Affaires at St. Petersburg, transmitting an extract from 
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the Journal de St, Pétersbourg, notifying a change in the Russian 
excise duty on matches of home and foreign manufacture, which 
was imposed in May 1888, The change is as follows :— 

The excise on matches of home manufacture is one-half copeck 
per box of from 75 to 150 matches, and of three-fourths of a 
copeck per box of froma 150 to 225 matches. 

The excise on matches of foreign manufacture is one copeck 
(credit) per box of from 75 to 150 matches, and one copeck and 
a half (credit) per box of from 150 to 225 matehes. 

Matches exported to the Asiatic markets are not free from 
payment of excise. 


Customs Regulations affecting Exhilits of Agricultural Implements 
and Machines at the Tiflis Agricultural and Industrial 
Exhibition. 

. With reference to the notification on p. 656 of the June number 
of the Board of Trade Journal, a report, dated the 15th July last, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. T. B. Sandwith, 
Her Majesty’s Consul General at Odessa, stating that the eom- 
mittee for the organisation of the Caucasus Exhibition had notified 
the British Vice Consul at Batoum that, by decree of the Russian 
Emperor, all agricultural implements and machines to be exhibited 
will be permitted to pass through the Batoum Custom house free 
of duty, provided that the duty prescribed by the Customs Tariff 
be paid on all such implements and machines as do not leave the 
country within a month of the day the Exhibitior closes. 


Recent Customs Decision, 


The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the month of July last says 
that according to a recent decision of the Russian Imperial Council, 
section 6 of the Customs Tariff is to be supplemented by the 
following note :— 

Beet-sugat chips and waste, which are used as cattle fodder, may 
be imported free of duty. 


Imposition of Transit Duty on Goods passing through Batoum. 


A despatch, dated the 26th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
@ Affaires at St. Petersburg, enclosing an extract from the Journal 
de St. Pétersbourg for the same date, according to which the 
Imperial Council, with the approval of the Emperor, has decided 
that for ten years a transit duty will be levied on all goods 
passing through the port of Batoum. This duty will be :—- 

1. One-half copeck per poud on wood for buiiding purposes 
(with the exception of cachou, walnut, carob and palm), on fire- 
wood, salt, cement, common stones, mineral coal, and raw naphtha ; 
and 

2. One copeck per poud on all other articles. 

This duty will be levied without examining the goods in detail 
and according to the quantity indicated on the documents 
accompanying the goods. 
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Norway. f 


Alterations in Customs Tariff. 


Note.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Krone = 100 6re = 1s. 14d. 


A report, dated the 19th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Christiania, enclosing a list of the alterations in the Norwegian 
Customs Tariff, which have been passed by the Storthing during 
its last session. The following is a statement of the alterations 
in question, which, with the exception of those otherwise specified, 
were to come into force on the Ist July :-—— 


Articles. Present Duty. Former Duty. 
Kr. Ore. Kr. Ore. 
Currants - - - | Kilog. 0°40 Kilog. 0°30 
Figs and pressed figs - 0°30 0°23 
Oranges and orange peel - 0°30 0°13 
Other fruits not included elsewhere in tariff} _,, 0°25 ‘. 0°16°7 
Fruits salted or in vinegar : 
a, Tamarinds in vinegar or otherwise ms 0°20 . 0°10 
b. Other fruits - - - 0°40 
Hops - - - - 0°50 0°47 
Capers, including package - - 2°00 1°60 
Chestnuts - - - - = 0°35 Free. 
Coecoanuts - - - 0°20 7 Gre each. 
*Ginger, cloves, and clove stalks, ground or 
unground - 1°00 Kilog. 0°40 


Cayenne pepper and curry stuffs, including 
inner packing, cardamoms, mace, and 


nutmegs, ground orunground == - 3°00 2°00 

Saffron and vanilla, ground or unground, 
including inner packing - 6°00 3°00 

Mustard: 

a. Unground (mustard seed) - 0°25 0:10 

b. Ground or prepared, including inner 
packing - - 1°00 = 0°60 

*Liquorice (liquorice juice) with or without 
addition of other things - - 0°46°6 0°20 
*Almonds and almond powder - 0°80 0°40 


Juices of fruits or berries, unsweetened, 
including must containing up to 18 per 
cent. alcohol - - - 

Sugar and molasses. All kinds of sugar, 
including sugar in solution and other 
fluid sugars (juices to which sugar has 
been added) which cannot be considered 
as ordinary syrup or molasses; grape 
and starch sugar as well as grape and 
starch syrup - 0°40 0°41 

*Tea, including paper package - 2-00 1°60 


* These alterations came into force on the 5th June. 
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SWEDEN. 
Rates of Tare Allowance for Imports. 


A despatch, dated the 18th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Hon. Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Stockholm, forwarding copies of a notification published 
by the Swedish Customs Direction, establishing a fresh table of 
the tare allowed on the importation of various kinds of goods from 
abroad. This table, Sir F. Plunkett states, differs only on a few 
points from the hitherto existing tables published in 1880 and 
1883, and maintains the principle that goods are to be weighed in 
the condition in which they arrive, and without being unpacked. 


FRANCE. 


New Shipping and Passenger Dues at Boulogne. 


The Journal Officiel for the 11th July last contains a decree of 
the French President, applying the following shipping and 
passenger dues to French and foreign ships discharging or taking 
in cargo, or embarking or disembarking passengers at the port of 
Boulogne :— 


For ships not employed for a regular service having at least 
one departure from Boulogne monthly on a fixed day, 60 cents, per 
ton of legal measurement. 

For ships employed for a regular service having at least one 
departure from Boulogne monthly on a fixed day: for each ton of 
legal measurement up to 1,200 tons, 60 cents.; for each ton ex- 
ceeding 1,200 and not exceeding 1,500 tons, 25 cents. ; for each 
ton exceeding 1,500 and not exceeding 2,000, 20 cents.; for 
each ton exceeding 2,000 and not exceeding 2,500 tons, 15 cents. ; 
for each ton above 2,500 tons, 10 cents. 

For ships employed for a regular service having at least one 
departure from Boulogne weekly on a fixed day: for each ton of 
legal measurement up to 1,200 tons, 45 cents. ; for each ton above 
1,200 and not exceeding 1,500 tons, 25 cents. ; for each ton above 
1,500 tons and not exceeding 2,000 tons, 20 cents.; for each ton 
above 2,000 tons and not exceeding 2,500 tons, 15 cents. ; for 
each ton above 2,500 tons, 10 cents. 

For ships discharging or loading goods of a capacity of less 
than one-tenth of the legal measurement of the ship, for each ton 
of legal measurement 10 cents. 


The following passenger dues are levied :— 
For ordinary passengers, 1 franc 75 cents. each. 
For excursionists for one day only, 1 frane each, 
For emigrants, 50 cents. each. 
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France.—Sr. Prerre and MIQuELon, 


Additional Duty on Foreign Merchandise. 


A despatch, dated the 19th July last, has been received from 
the Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris, 
enclosing text of a French decree providing that foreign mer- 
chandise imported into the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
which are taxed by the decree of the 30th August 1877 at the 
rate of 2 per cent. ad valorem, will be subject to an additional 
import duty of 2 per cent. ad valorem. Boats known as “ doris” 
will pay, in addition to the ad valorem dutics, « specific duty of 
5 francs. 


FRANCE.—REvuNION. 
Import Duty on Foreign Coffee. 


A despatch, dated the 5th July last, has been received from 
Mr. E. H. Egerton, Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris, enclosing 
copies of a decree of the President of the French Republic 
confirming a decision of the General Council of the island of 
Réunion, imposing a duty of 100 francs per 100 kilogrammes on 
foreign coffees imported into the colony. The decision of the 
Council of Réunion is justified on the ground that coffees sent to 
the colony chiefly from Madagascar are re-exported as “ café 
Bourbon,” whereby Bourbon coffee is depreciated on the French 
market. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Drawbach on Sugar in Exported Condensed Milk. 


A despatch, dated the 8th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. 5. Scott, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Berne, transmitting copy of a law passed by the Swiss Federal 
Assembly granting a drawback on sugar contained in exported 
condensed milk. The following is a translation of the Jaw in 
question :— 


Art. 1. Milk condensed in Swiss factories by the addition of 
sugar, and exported to a foreign country, will enjoy a drawback 
of 5 frances on each 100 kilogrammes of sugar net weight. 

Such factories only have a right to this drawback which 
exclusively employ milk of Swiss production, and only in go far as 
they can prove by the production of entry receipts not going further 
back than the Ist January 1889, the direct import of the corre- 
sponding quantity of sugar. ‘The drawback is moreover limited 
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to such kinds of sugar as are mentioned in Categories 244-246 of 
the tariff. 


Art. 2. Every act tending to obtiin an improper Customs 
drawback is punishable as a contravention of the Customs law, 
according to Art. 51 of that law. 

In event of repetition, the accused will forfeit for the future all 
right to drawback. 


Art. 3. The validity of this decree under reservation of the 
provisions of a new Customs law is fixed for a period of three 
years. 


Art. 4. The Federal Assembly is empowered, in conformity 
with the regulations of the Federal law of the 17th June 1874, 
concerning the popular voting on the Federal laws and decrees, to 
publish the present decree, to fix a date for the coming of the 
same into force, and to take the necessary steps for its execution. 

A report as to the production and export of condensed milk in 
Switzerland was published at pp. 460-63 of the April number of 
the Board of Trade Journal. 


PORTUGAL. 


Abolition of Export Duties on Wine. 


A despatch, dated the 16th July last, has been received from 
Mr. G. G, Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, enclosing 
copies and translation of a law passed by the Cortes at the close 
of the last session abolishing the export duties on wines levied 
in Portugal. The following is a copy of the translation in 
question 

Art. 1, The exportation of common wines, whether white or 
red, is free from duty, but nevertheless red wines will be liable to 
a statistical duty of 2 reis (0°'106d.) per decalitre, and white 
wines to that of 1 real (0°053d.) per decalitre. 

Art. 2. The duties levied in the Portuguese colonies on the 
importation of wine or vinegar produced in and sent from the 
continental part of the kingdom and from the islands are 
abolished. 

Art. 3. The octroi duty in Lisbon on charcoal is reduced to 
: per cent. od valorem, and coke must pay the same rate of 

uty. 

Art. 4. The duties imposed in virtue of the law of July 18, 
1888, on brandy and alcohol, shall be raised as follows in the 
respective articles of the General Customs’ Tariff.“ Article 217,” 
brandy and alcohol in casks or demijohns, per decalitre of pure 
alcohol, reis 1,800 (8s.) ‘Article 218,” brandy and alcohol in 
bottles or flasks or the like, and alcoholic beverages not other- 
wise specified, per decalitre of liquid, reis 2,200 (9s, 9°33d.). 

Art. 5, The Government are authorised to spend, during the 
term of five years, a sum not exceeding 20,000,000 reis (4,444/.) 
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per annum for the purpose of being distributed in premiums to 
any vine-cuitivating associations or wine growers that shall 
either individually or collectively make at least 200 heetolitres of 
wine of such types as may be best suited to the exigencies of 
foreign markets, according to the samples to be freely selected by 
them from among those which, after approval by a special jury 
formed of wine growers, wine merchants, and of the delegates of 
the general Board of Agriculture, shall have been furnished by 
the said department. 
§ In order to aid the several bodies and individuals referred to 
in this article in the making of these wines, the Government will 
engage abroad the duly qualified technical “ personnel” that may 
be required, with a view to their carrying out in the private 
wine-lodges in the most important wine-growing regions and at 
the proper seasons the various wine-making operations that may 
be called for. 
Art. 6. Any distilleries set up for the purpose of making fine 
brandies, like French cognac, or any fine brandies, exclusively 
out of Portuguese wines, will be exempted during five years from 
the payment of any direct taxes. 
Art. 7. The Government is not to conclude any contract with 
any navigation companies to the transmarine provinces without 
making a 1 stipulation therein for a reduction in the cost of freight 
of Portuguese wines. The same benefit with respect to the said 
wines will also be secured when the Government shall sanction 
any railway tariffs. 
Art. 8, The Government are authorised to spend during five 
years the sum of 10,000,000 reis (2,222/.) per annum in pur- 
chasing young American vine-plants and off-shoots supposed to 
offer resistance to the phylloxera, so as to make good any lack 
there may be of the same in the Government nurseries for these 
plantations with a view to the distribution of the same among 
the wine growers at moderate prices to be paid within reasonable 
time. 
§ The fixed price of 33°3 reis (1°77d.) per kilogramme of 
sulphuret of carbon as at present paid by the wine growers is 
guaranteed to them, irrespective of the price at which the 
Government may be able to buy it. 
Art. 9. Articles Nos. 9 and 10 of Schedule ILI. annexed to the 
decree, having the force of law of December 29, 1887, are altered 
as follows :— 
“ Art. 9.” For a clearance ticket for the importation of mer- 
chandise paying duty. Up to the amount of— 
Duty of 2,500 reis (11s. 1d.) - - (2°66d.) 50 reis. 
From 2,500 to 20,000 reis (41, &s 10d.) - (4°26d.) 80 ,, 
20 milreis to 100 milreis (22/. 4s. 4d.) - (5°33d.) 100 

100 150 (331. 6s. 8d.) - (8d.) 150 

150 200 (441. 8s. 10d.) (10° 66d.) 200 

200 300 (661. 13s. 4d.) (1s. 1°33d.) 250 

300 500 Q11l 2d.) - (ls. 4d.) 300 

500 » 1,000 ,, (2222. 4d.) - (2s. 2°66d.) 

More than 1,000 milreis (222/. 3s. 4d.) (10° 66d.) 200 reis for every 1,000 milreis 

or any fraction of 1,000 milreis, 


” 


| 
| 

| 
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“Art. 10.” For a clearance ticket for the importation of 

merchanjlise that does not pay duty. Up to the amount of— 
25 milreis (5/. 11s. 1d.) - . - (1'60d.) 30 reis. 
From 25 milreis to 50 milreis (11/. 2s. 2d.) (2°66d.) 50 
» 100 (221. 4s. 4d.) (5°33d.) 100 
» 150 4, (830. 6s. 8d.) (8d.) 150 
200 ,, (441. 8s. 10d.) (10: 66d.) 200 
300 (662. 13s. 4d.) (1s. 1°38d.) 250 
500 ,, (ALI. 2s. 2d.) (is. 4d.) 300 
» 300 4, 1,000 ,, (2221. 4s. 4d.) (2s, 2*66d.) 500 ,, 
More than 1,000 milreis (222/. 4s. 4d.) (5°33d.) or 100 reis for every 1,000 
milreis or fraction of 1,000 milreis, 

Art. 10. The additional rate of 1 per cent. shall be recovered 
upon the duties levied upon those articles of merchandise which, 
previously to the publication of the new tariff, paid the additional 
rate of 6 per cent. imposed in virtue of the law of April 27th, 
1882, and the new rate must be embodied with those which are 
now in force into one item in a new edition of the Customs 
Tariff. 

§ The aforesaid new additional rate shall be recovered imme- 
diately after the publication of this law, the Government being 
authorised to fix in round numbers the amount of duty arising 
out of the addition of the said additional rate. 


Alteration of Import Duty on Articles used for making Hats. 


Mr. G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th July last, transmits 
copies, accompanied by a translation, of a law, dated the 15th 
July, altering the import duties on certain appurtenances for 
making hats, such as linings, bands, and brims. ‘The following is 
a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1.—The import duties on the undermentioned articles of 
merchandise are altered as herein-after stated. 

a. Linings for hats, of satin, pure or mixed, as well as those 
made of pure silk, the duty leviable on the respective tissue with 
an addition thereto of 25 per cent. 

b. Linings for hats, made of any tissues whatever but not con- 
taining silk, the duty leviable on the respective tissue with an 
addition thereto of 25 per cent. 

ce, Silk linings for hats (“adherentes”) attached, the duty 
laid down in Article No. 303 of the Tariff Schedule A. 

d. Bands, made of skins or hides and of oil-skin, for hats of 
not more than 8 centimetres in width, free from duty, but they 
are to be comprised in the Tariff Schedule B. 

e. Gummed cotton brims (“ abas”) for hats, 300 reis (1s. 4d.) 
per kilog. 

Modification of Import Duties on Cereals. 

A despatch, dated the 16th July last, has been received from 
Mr. G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, enclosing 
translation of a law which has recently been passed by the 
Portuguese Cortes relating to the importation of cereals. The 
following is a copy of the translation of the law in question :— 


59557. B 


| 
| 
| 
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Art. 1. The clearance for consumption of foreign wheat 
imported from any country whatsoever is forbidden, except in 
the undermentioned cases :— 

1. When it can be proved that national wheat has either been 
bought or converted into flour to the extent of double the quantity 
of the foreign wheat which is to be imported. 

2. Whenever the price of national wheat shall be higher than 
60 reis (3°20d.) per kilogramme, or the Managing Board of the 
Central Market for Agricultural Produce shall, after complying 
with the rules laid down in the regulations, declare that there are 
no offers for the sale of national wheat. 

§ 1. In the event of the contingency mentioned in No. 2 of 
this article occurring, the Government, after consulting the 
General Board of Customs, as well as the Agricultural, and the 
Commercial and Industrial Boards, and likewise the Bourd of 
Managers of the Central Market, may grant permission for the 
clearance of foreign wheat for such length of time as they may 
deem expedient, but restricting the quantity of such wheat to be 
cleared to that which may be required for consumption and no 
more. 

§ 2. In accordance, however, with the rules laid down in 
the Jaws and regulations in force, the clearance of wheat for 
sowing purposes is allowed at such Custom houses as may be 
specified by the Government, provided the importers shall submit 
to the formalities which are imposed by the regulations, in order 
to prevent such wheat being made use of for another purpose. 

§ 3. The penalties laid down in chapters 1 and 4 of title I. 
of the decree having the force of law of July 29th, 1886, will be 
imposed upon any attempt to clear or to introduce wheat for 
consumption in any manner whatsoever, in contravention of the 
rules set forth in this article; the form and the course of the 
proceedings in such cases is to be in accordance with the aforesaid 
decree, and the rule laid down in the decree of the 20th of 
September 1888 being applicable to such cases. 

Art. 2, The import duty on foreign corn is to be 20 reis 
(1:06d.) per kilogramme. The importation of flour is forbidden, 
saving the provision set forth in the following paragraph. 

§. The Government must be prepared by every means in their 
power to meet a rise in the price of bread caused by the want of 
flour or by its bad quality, or by the flour-mills not being worked, 
or by any other motive ; and under such circumstances, should 
the Cortes not be sitting at the time, they may, after consulting 
the Agricultural, and the Commercial and Industrial Boards, and 
also the General Board of Customs, grant permission for the 
importation of flour fixing by Royal decree the amount of import 
duties thereon as well as the mode of clearance, which import 
duties, however, shall not be more than 30 reis (1°60d.) per kilo- 
gramme, nor less than 15 reis (0°80d.) per kilogramme. 

Art. 3. The Government are authorised to draw up as soon 
as possible the necessary regulations in order to carry out the 
provisions set forth in the foregoing articles, 
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Art. 4. The import duty on maize is raised to 18 reis (0'96d.), 
but the Government are at liberty to reduce it to 16 reis (0°85d.) 
should circumstances require it. 

§. Pending the setting up in the environs of the city of Oporto 
of the establishment referred to in Article 4 of the Law of 
June 19, 1888, the Government will take measures in order that 
the provision contained in the first paragraph of the aforesaid 
article—as far as regards the consumption of maize and rye— 
may at once come into operation at such places as may be deemed 
expedient. 

Art. 5. The maize produced in the transmarine provinces to 
which reference is made in the law of June 15, 1882, shall pay 
in the ports of the continental part of the kingdom, and of the 
adjacent islands one-half of the rates leviable on foreign 
maize. 

Art. 6. This law shall come into operation from the very day 
of its publication as far as regards the clearance of exotic wheat 
and of maize, and that portion of the law which is not dependent 
upon regulations. 

Art. 7, Any laws in opposition thereto are hereby revoked. 


In the same despatch, Mr. Petre also forwards a translation of 
a decree (portaria), published in the Official Journal of the 19th 
July, which, with reference to Art. 6 of the law referred to above 
states :— 

Whereas some doubts have arisen as to the interpretation to be 
placed upon the sixth article of the law of the 15th instant relative 
to the régime of the corn trade, His Majesty the King hereby 
commands that the clearance for consumption of the article of 
merchandise referred to in the aforesaid sixth article of the law 
shall be suspended until the mode of clearance of the same shall 
have been authoritatively settled ; nevertheless, the importation of 
the said article of merchandise shall continue to be permitted. 


Unitep States. 


. Recent Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the United States 
Customs authorities :— 

Merchandise consisting of earthenware tea pots, the outside of 
which is ornamented with streaks and dots of glaze, but is 
otherwise without glaze, is dutiable as “ decorated earthenware” 
under T. I., 125. 

Mackerel cut up into small pieces, cooked and highly seasoned, 
and put up in small cans about the size of an oyster-can, and 
ready for immediate use, and without any further preparation, 
? +4 returned as prepared fish, and assessed with duty under 

. 1, 283, 


B 2 
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Fruit resembling the sweet orange so nearly as to have been 
sold on the street as such, and commercially known as “ bitter 
fruit,” or ‘ bitter oranges,” is dutiable at the rate of 55 cents per 
barrel as prescribed by T. 1. 296. 

Wrapping of hams and bacon with imported burlap are not a 
manufacture entitled to benefit of drawback. 

In a suit in the United States Circuit Court for the southern 
district of New York, Wagner v. Magone, the question involved 
was as to the proper classification under the Tariff Acts of certain 
steel plates of octagon shapes, varying from 184 inches to 28} 
inches in diameter, which had been imported into New York in 
the year 1887, and which were-classified as steel circular-saw plates, 
valued at over 4 cents per pound, at a duty of 3 cents per pound 
under Schedule C. (T. I, 117), which prescribes that “on steel 
“ circular-saw plates there shall be paid one cent per pound in 
“ addition to the rate provided in this Act,” for other steel plates 
of such value, which rate is 2 cents per pound, making in all a 
duty of 3 cents per pound on said merchandise. The plaintiff 
(importer), however, claiming that the articles were not the 
circular-saw plates of commerce, and that they were dutiable at 
the rate of 2 cents per pound, under another provision in said 
paragraph, for sheared shapes of plate-steel, a verdict in favour of 
the plaintiff was returned. 

Music-stande or music-holders made of wood and an in- 
significant portion of metal, are dutiable as manufactures of wood, 
under T. 233. 

Merchandise consisting of blotting-paper and gummed paper, 
the former being such as js used for the absorption of ink and 
other similar purposes, and the latter being paper intended for 
use iu printing labels and in the manufacture of paper boxes, it 
being covered on one side with mucilage, is dutiable under the 
provisions of T. I., 392, for all other paper not specially enumerated 
or provided for, at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Strips of horn cut into uniform and specified lengths, rounded 
at both ends and highly polished, both ends having holes punched 
therein, being completely manufactured and ready for their intended 
use in the waists of ladies’ dresses, are dutiable under T. IL. 399, 
at the rate of 30 psx cent. ad valorem. 

Certain trimmed bonnets returned by the appraiser as “ trimmed 
bonnets, silk chief value,” are dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. 
ad valorem, 

Certain so-called calcined magnesite, having all the characteristic 
properties of a cement, and destined for use as a mortar in 
cementing magnesite bricks, is dutiable as cement at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Merchandise consisting of ornaments stamped out of thin pieces 
of brass or moulded, not gilt or plated, and used to ornament 
clocks, fancy boxes, and for various other ornamental purposes, 
were returned for duty as “ manufactures of brass,” under T. L., 
216, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
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Drawback on Jute Bagging Exported as Covering of Cotton in 
Bales, 


The following is a copy of a circular issued by the Secretary of 
a Treasury Department of the United States on the 22nd July 
ast :— 

1. Entry for drawback on jute bagging manufactured in the 
United States wholly from imported jute butts, and exported as 
covering of cotton in bales, may be made in the manner provided 
by Department’s Circular of June 3, 1885 (Synopsis 6950), as 
amended by Synopses 7181 and 8554, for entry of bags for 
drawback, excepting requirement of the certificates described in 
paragraphs 4 and 8 of said circular. 

2. In lieu of the manvfacturers’ identification of the material 
used in the manufacture of the bagging exported, each exporter 
of cotten described in a combination entry may file with such 
entry a sworn statement that he has made due inquiry as to the 
origin of the coverings on the cotton bales described in such 
entry, and is satisfied that said coverings are made wholly of 
jute baleing manufactured in the United States from imported 
jute. 

3. Should an exporter or his agent choose to identify the 
material used in the manufacture of bagging exported, by use of 
the manufacturers’ and shipper’s certificates required in case of 
bags by paragraphs 4 and 8, Synopsis 6950, such form of 
identification shall be accepted. 

4. Pending entries made since May 19, 1887, by parties 
claiming to be exporters, may be liquidated, and drawback due on 
bagging exported thereunder, may be paid on proof that such 
parties were the actual exporters or their agents. When such 
proof is in the form of a bill of lading issued to the party claiming 
to be the exporter, or of an endorsed bill of lading described in 
paragraph 7, Synopsis 6950, the same may be accepted by the 
collector with whom the entry is filed; but when proofs of 
other kinds are offered, they must be submitted to the depart- 
ment for approval before action in liquidation may be taken 
thereon. 


5. As it appears that department’s instructions relative to the 
allowance of drawback to parties signing “ shippers’ manifests,” 
under section 4200, Revised Statutes, have been understood and 
construed to authorise the acceptance of the fact of such signing, 
as proof that the parties so signing were the actual exporters of 
the merchandise manifested, all such instructions are hereby 
rescinded. 

6. The provisions of this circular shall take the place of all other 
regulations relative to allowance of drawback on jute bagging 
exported as covering of cotton in bales, and (excepting the ruling 
of October 17, 1887, Synopsis 8482), all special department 
instructions relating to such allowance are hereby rescinded. 
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Uruauay. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


Note.——Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois, Peso Fuerte = 
4s, 2d. 
The Uruguayan Government has recently passed a law, alter- 
ing the rates of Customs duty leviable on various goods imported 
into Uruguay, as follows :— 


Rates of Duty now 
Designation of Articles. . 
Bn leviable. 
Aji (a kind of pimento): Pes. Cts. 
Raw - | Kilog. (gross weight) 
0°09 
Ground, including case - - - - - ss 0°14 
Almonds: 
In the shell - - - - - - » (gross weight) } 
0°06 } 
Broken, including case = - 
Canary grass) - - - - » (gross weight) 
0°05 
Hazel-nuts - - » 0°04 
Prussian blue, common, for washing » 0°01 
Hemp and cordages, tarred, hemp bleached, Manilla, &e. - ” » 0°06 
Cocoa : 
In the berry - - - - - - aa » 220 
In powder, including case - - - - ” 0°16 
ffee 
In the bean - - » (gross } 
0°08 
Ground, including case - - - - 7 0°24 ‘ 
Chicory, i in bulk or in packets, inslnding case - » 0°06 j 
Chocolate, in paste, including case - 
Indian fuses, in cases of 40 packets - 0°60 
Preserves : 
Of vegetables, ircluding case » 0°16 
Others, including case - - ” 0°25 
Cassimere and cassinette of cotton - - (net weight) 
0°28 
Fustian of every kind » 0°81 
Confections : 
Dry, dry preserved fruits, bonbons, including case - o 0°40 
Liquid, fruits in and 
case - 0°25 
Fruits, preserved in vinegar, including case - - - 0°10 
Manioc flour » (gross weight) 
0°01 
Vermicelli - - - - » 0°08 
Flannel or tartan : 
Of wool - - » (net weight) 
0°75 
Of wool and cotton » 0°62 
Of cotton - - » 2°38 
Fruits, in brandy, including case - 0:10 
Biscuits, sea, common and paste, case - 0°16 
Cotton ticking - - » (net weight) 
0°25 
Iron : 


In plates, galvanised for roofs - - 0-015 


In bars or plates, not wrought, girders, and ovis . Fe 0-01 | 
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Designation of Articles. ae of Duty now 
eviable. 
Pes. Cts. 
Lard, including case - - | Kilog. 0°14 
Guayabada, including case - - - 0°20 
Soap, common - - - (gross weight) 
0°08 
Hams, including case - - 0°24 
Cotton tissues : 
Pure, unbleached or bleached - - weight) 
0°155 
| Mixed, striped, &c. - - - - a » 0°30 
Butter (milk), including case - - 0°35 
Madras, calico, madapolam and cretonne - - 
Nuts, common - - - - (gross weight) 
0°03 
Fish (sun-dried) - - 0°05 
Oysters and lobsters, including case - 0°16 
Packing and wrapping papers - - - » (gross weight) 
0°05 
Raisins - - - - - - » 0°05 
Cashmere and cassinette : 
Of wool - - - - ‘ » (net weight) 
0°93 
Of wool and cotton - - - 
Fish : 
In brine 
In cases or barrels -. » (gross weight) 
0°07 
In flasks, tins, or pots, including case - = - PR 0-10 
Dried : 
In cases or barrels - » (gross weight) 
} 0°05 
j In flasks, tins, or pots, including case - - - Pa 0:08 
including case - - - 0:08 
j Pepper : 
Unground - - - . - » (gross weight) 
0°10 
In powder, including case - - - ” 0°16 
Cheeses, including - - - - 0°25 
Sausage, including case - - 0°40 
Tea - - - 0°25 
Candles of stearine, &c., including case - - a 0°14 
Vinegar in casks or demijohns - - . « | Litre 0°03 
Mate : 
Paraguay - - - - - | Kilog. (gross weight) 
0°055 
Of other kinds - ” » 0°04 
In leaves, not prepared - - - » 0°01 
| Chintzes and glazed lining tissues - - - » (net weight) 
Dried vegetables, such as beans, haricots, vetches, gray } » (gross weight) 
0°05 


The specific duty on ordinary wine in barrels will be 6 centavos 
(30 centimes) per litre, of whatever origin it may be. 

Articles not mentioned in the Customs Law of the 5th January 
1888 (which was published at pp. 373-75 of the April (1888) 
number of the Journal) or in the present decree, will follow, for 
the payment of specific duties, the régime of the tariff now in 
force. 


| pease, lentils, and other similar products - 
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In case of doubt as to the classification of an article or of 
disagreement between the inspectors and the consignor, the 
question will be brought before a classification committee, con- 
sisting of the Director-General of Customs as president, of an 
inspector, of the comptrollers, and of an equal number of 
merchants chosen by the Minister of Finance. 


GUATEMALA. 
Abolition of Dues on Small Craft in the Port of Livingston. 
A communication, dated the 31st July last, has been received 
from the Foreign Office to the effect that the dues hitherto levied 


on small craft plying in the waters of the gulf of Livingston’ 
have been abolished. 


British Inp1A.—BuRMAH. 
Assimilation of Salt Duties. 


The Caleutta Englishman (Overland Mail) for the 22nd June 
last says that the salt laws in Upper and Lower Burmah have been 
assimilated, except so far as regards the Shan States, and from the 
14th June the duty to be paid on salt manufactured or imported 
by land into any part of Upper Burmah was to be the same as 
that in Lower Burmah, viz., 1 rupee for each maund of 82? lbs. 
avoirdupois. 


CANADA. 
Reduction of Export Duty on Pine Logs. 


A communication, dated the 19th July last, has been received 
from the Colonial Office, transmitting an approved minute of the 
Canadian Privy Council, according to which the export duty on 
pine logs is reduced from 3 dols., as fixed by an Order in Council 
of November last, to 2 dols. per 1,000 ft. board measure. 


Abolition of Export Duty on Certain Descriptions of Spruce 
Logs and Pine Logs. 

The Canada Gazette for the 13th July publishes a proclamation 
of the Governor-General of Canada abolishing the duty on spruce 
logs and pine logs found to measure inside the bark at the butt 
end thereof 11 inches or less in diameter irrespective of the length 
of such logs, when exported for piling purposes or as piling. 


Customs Decision. 


The Canada Gazette, for the 6th July last, contains the following 
Order of the Governor-General of Canada in Council :— 

Whereas a difference of opinion has arisen as to the Customs 
duty payable under the tariff on ferro-manganese, ferro-silicon, 
spiegel, steel bloom ends, and cross ends of steel rails when not 
for the manufacture of steel— 
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His Excellency, under the authority conferred upon him by 
section 5 of the Customs Amendment Act (51 Vict. c. 14), and 
by and with the advice of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, 
is pleased to direct that such articles when imported for other 
purposes than for the manufacture of steel shall be rated for 
duty under item 41 of Act 50 & 51 Vict. c, 39. at the rate of 
4 dols. per ton, and that the Order in Council of 4th June 1889 
be cancelled. 


West Coast or AFRIWA. 


Customs Régime of French and German Possessions on the Slave 
Coast. 

According to the Journal Officiel for the 11th July, the agree- 
ment sigued on the 25th May 1887, between France and Germany, 
for the establishment of a Customs régime in the possessions of 
the two Governments situated on the Slave Coast, has been pro- 
longed, with the mutual consent of the two Governments, for a 
period of six months, that is to say, until the 1st February 1890. 


GAMBIA. 
Prolongation of Additional Customs Duties. 

A notification has been received from the Colonial Office to 
the effect that the additional rates of Customs duty, published at 
p- 31 of the July (1888) number of the Journal, which came into 
force on the 13th April 1888 and were to lapse on the 31st March 
1889, have been further continued to the 3lst December next. 
The following is a statement of the rates of duty levied in addition 
to those already in force on the undermentioned articles :— 

Gin, not being sweetened or mixed with any articles so that 
the degree of strength thereof cannot be ascertained by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, for every imperial gallon of the strength of proof by 
such hydrometer, so in proportion for every greater or less strength 
of proof, 6d.; previous rate, 1s. 6d. 

Rum, not being sweetened or mixed with any article so that 
the degree of strength thereof cannot be ascertained by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, for every imperial gallon of the strength of proo! by 
such hydrometer, so in proportion for every greater or less strength 
of proof, 3d.; previous rate, 1s. 6d. 

Tobacco, per Ib, 1d, Previous rates: unmanufactured, 3d. ; 
manufactured, 2s. 

Claret in bulk per gallon, 3d. Previous rate, 9d. 

Cola nuts per lb., }d. Previous rate, 1d. 

Salt per ton, 2s. 6d. Previous rate, 5s. 


NATAL. 
Changes in Customs Tariff. 


A despatch, dated the 25th June last, has been received, 
through the Colonial Office, from the Administrator of Natal, 
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enclosing copy of a law enacted wich the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Council of the Colony, making the following 
alterations in the Customs Tariff :— 

The duty of 2d. per lb. imposed on cocoa, salted and preserved 
meats, and potted fish, is abolished, and there is imposed in lieu 
thereof a duty of 1d. per lb. 

The duty of 7 per cent. ad valorem imposed on goods (wares 
and merchandise) not otherwise charged with duty, not prohibited 
to be imported, and not exempted from duty, is replaced by a 
duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

The following articles are added to the free list :— 

Sugar-pockets, grain-bags, deals and timber (being the raw 
material wholly unmanufactured), sheet iron (not corrugated), iron 
and steel in bars, pig or ingot steel, copper in sheets, including 
metal sheathing for ships, sheet tin, tea lead, and wool-packs. 


CaPE OF Goop Hope. 


Tariff of Rebate Rates 


The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette for the 25th 
June says that, under section 5 of the Customs Union Tariff Act 
of 1889, his Excellency the Officer Administering the Government 
of the Cape has directed it to be notified that from and after the 
Ist July 1889, rebate to the extent shown in the following tables 
was to be granted in respect to such articles as are specified, 
whenever any such articles are removed overland to British 
Bechuanaland and the South African Republic :— 


Duty less 
Articles. oe Rebate to be 
gre paid. 
os. d. £ 


Agricultural implements (Kafir hoes and picks 
excepted - - 

Ale and beer - 

Axles, bushes, springs, and lamps for carts, 


- Imp. gall. 


5 °/, ad val, 
0 0 6 


ad val. 
00 9 


carriages, and other wheeled vehicles - -| 5°/, ad val. 5 °/, ad val. 

Bags, viz.: grain and wool - - -| 5°/, ad val. Nil. 
Sugar pockets - - - | 12 °/, ad val. Nil. 

Blankets and sheets, cotton, the single article, in 

pairs or in piece . - -| 2°/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
Blankets and rugs, woollen, or manufactures of 

wool and cotton commonly used as woollen 

blankets or rugs, the single article or in the 

piece - - - -| 2°/, ad val 10 °/, ad val. 
Candles - - - Ib. 0 0 13 0 0 1 
Carriages, carts, waggons, and other wheeled 

vehicles, including wheel-barrows - - | 15°, adval. | 5°], ad val. 
Chicory - . - 100 lbs. oll 8 0 5 0 
Chocolate - - - Ib. 00 1} 0 0 Of 
Cider . - - - Imp. gall. 0 0 8 00 9 
Coals - - - per ton of 2,000 Ibs. 
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Duty less 
Articles. Rebate to be Rebate to be 
granted. paid. 
£ s. d. 
Coats or jackets made of or -| 2°, adval. | 10°, ad val. 
Cocoa - - Ib. oo 1 601 
Coffee : - - 100 ™ 0 8 4 0 4 2 
Copper in sheets - - - 12 °/, ad val, Nil. 
Corks and bungs - - 5 °/, ad val. 5 
Corn and grain of all kinds - - 100 Ibs. 0 0 8 
Fish: preserved or pressed, i in pote, Ration, tins 
or wood - Ib. o Oo 1 00 1 
Flour, wheaten or wheaten meal - 100 lbs. 04 0 0 i © 
Ginger, dry - Ib. 0 23 0 0 0} 
Chow-chow and other similar preserves - 0 1 0 0 2 
Gums of all - val, Nil. 
Hops” - - -| 5 ‘lo ad val. 5 ad val 
India-rubber, 12 °/, ad val. Nil. 
Tron: Bar - - - - - | 10 of. ad val Nil. 
Bolt and rod - -| 5°, ad val. 5 °/, ad val, 
Sheet (not corrugated) - - - | 12 °/, ad val Nil. 
Lead (tea) - - - | 12 °/, ad val Nil. 
Marble - 5°). ad val. | 5°/, ad val. 
Matches, viz.: wooden in eae or other packages 
containing not more than 100 matches _—_ gross 0 1 0 o 1 0 
Do. in boxes or other packages containing 
more than tied and not more than 200 
matches - - gross 0 2 0 0 2 0 
Wax vestas and fuzees, in boxes or other 
packages containing up to 50 vestas or 
fuzees - gross 010 ote 
Wax, in boxes or in other packages “containing " 
up to 100 vestas or fuzees (and at the same 
rate for every 50 or 
fuzees) - gross 0 8 O 01 0 
Meats, salt and poneaiaans in tins, onees, or other- 
wise - lb. 001 00 1 
Metal composition and sheathing - - -] 10 Te ad val, Nil. 
Mules - each 0 0 Nil. 
Music : Printed - - 12 2, ad val. Nil. 
Oils of all descriptions, other than chemical, 
essential, and perfumed - - Imp. =. 0 0 6 0 0 6 
Do., chemical, essential, and yutimad - 10°/, ad val. | 5°/, ad val. 
Ores and minerals, crude 12 f ad val. Nil. 
Paddy (known in ane as coolie rice) - 100 Ibs. 0 0 2 01 4 
Rice - - 0 011 
Rosin - 5 °/, ad val. 5 °/, ad val. 
Soap: common, brown, tine, yellow, or mot- 
tled - - - 100 Ibs. 0 3 5 00 9 
Soda, caustic 5°, ad val. | 5°, ad val. 
Spirits of all sorts (other than Hollands gin), not 
exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and so on in proportion for any 
greater strength - - - Imp. gall. 010 0 0 0 6 
Spirits, commonly known as Hollands gin, not 
exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and so on in proportion for any 
greater strength - Imp. gall. 010 3 0 0 3 
Spirits, or liqueurs and 
cordials - - 010 0 0 0 6 
Steel in bars, pig, or ingot - 12 °/, ad val. Nil. 


Sugar, of all sorts (including molasses and 
concrete) - - - 100 Ibs. 


03 1k 


| 
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Duty less 
Articles. Rebate to be 
granted, pai d. 
£ s. d. 
Tallow - - 100 lbs. 0 2 73 1 
Tamarinds 016 33 00 43 
Tea - - Ib. 0 0 7 
Tin, viz., plate or sheet | . - -| 5°, ad val. Nil. 
Tobacco, not manufactured ~ Ib. 0 0 6 0 0 6 
Do., manufactured (not cigars or snuff) BR 01 6 0 0 6 
0 3 6 0 0 6 
Do., cigars - and 
10 °/, ad val. Nil. 
Do., cigarettes - - - Ib. 1 6 00 6 
Do., snuff . - - - 0 3 6 0 0 6 
Turmeric - - - 100 ibe 1 4 0 0 8t 
Turpentine - - gall. 0 010 0 0 
Varnish - - 0 0 6 0 0 6 
Vegetables, fresh - 12°, ad val. Nil. 
Vinegar - - gall. 0 0 5} 0 0 03 
Wine in bottles, each of not greater content than 

6 to the Imperial gallon = - doz. bottles 011 0 0.1 0 
Do,, in bottles, each of not greater content than . 

12 to the Imperial gallon - doz. bottles 0 5 6 0 0 6 
Do., in other bottles or in wood - Imp. gall. 0 5 6 0 0 6 
Wood, unmanufactured, other than teak cub. ft. 0 0 2 Nil. 
Do., other than planed or 0 0 2 00 1 
Teak - 00 4 Nil 
Goods not being “enumerated or described, "hor 

otherwise charged with duty, in the Schedule 

attached to the Customs Union Tariff Act of 

1889, and not prohibited to be imported or used 

in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope 

(excepting bran, butterine, or other substances 

imported as butter) = - - -| 7°, adval. | 5°, ad val. 


Manufacture of Jams, Preserves, and Confectionery under Rebat e 
of Customs Duty on Sugar. 


A communication, dated the 29th July last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
copy of a Cape Government notice, granting a rebate of Customs 
duty of 5s. 3d. per 100 lbs. on sugar of all kinds, including 
molasses and concrete, used in the manufacture of jams, preserves, 
aud confectionery. 


Regulations for Goods in Transit for the Orange Free State. 


The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette for the 14th J une 
last, contains the following notice :— 

Under and by virtue of section 7 of the Customs Union Tariff 
Act, No. 1 of 1889, his Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government has been pleased to make the following regulations 
for the removal and conveyance overland across the borders of 
the colony into the Orange Free State, for consumption therein, 
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of goods imported or warehoused on importation, and in respect 
to which the said State is entitled to a share of the Customs 
duties collected by the officers of this colony :— 

I. All imported goods entered for removal overland to places 
in the Orange Free State, for consumption therein, shall be 
conveyed to their destination through one of the following stations 
on the inland border between this colony and the Orange Free 
State, viz. :— 

* Riet Pan,” near Kimberley. 

“ Modder River Junction,” near Kimberley. 
“ Colesberg Bridge.” 

“ Bethulie Bridge”; and 

“ Frere Bridge ” (Aliwal North). 


Or through such other station or stations as may from time to time 
be notified in the Government Gazette, and such goods shall be 

-conveyed to their destination as far as practicable by rail; and 
shall be subject to such regulations as to marking and easy 
identification as may be deemed expedient (having regard to the 
nature of the goods) by the principal officer of Customs at the 
port whence the said goods are to be removed. 


II. Whenever any imported goods or goods warehoused on 
importation shall be entered for removal overland to and for 
consumption in the Orange Free State, the person entering such 
goods shall deliver to the collector or other principal officer of 
Customs a separate bill of entry on behalf of each separate 
importer, containing the name of the importer, and of the ship, 
and of the master, and of the place whence imported, and of the 
place within the port where the goods are to be unladen, and 
the particulars of the quality and quantity of the goods, and of 
the packages containing the same, and the marks and numbers 
on the packages, and setting forth whether such goods be the 
produce of the United Kingdom or of any other British possession 
or not, and a declaration that the goods are intended for con- 
sumption in the Orange Free State, and shall also, at the same 
time, deliver such duplicates of such bill as may be required, 
not exceeding two, in which all sums and numbers may be 
expressed in figures; and the particulars to be contained in such 
bill of entry shall be written and arranged in such form and 
manner as the collector or other principal officer of Customs 
shall require, and such person shall at the same time pay down 
all the duties upon the gvods and shall deliver to the collector 
or other principal officer of Customs and “ Advice”; and the 
particulars contained in such advice shall be written and arranged 
in such form and manner as the collector or other principal officer 
of Customs shall require; and the collector or other principal 
officer of Customs shall thereupon grant his warrant for the 
removal of such goods, 


III. Whenever any imported goods shall be sold out of duty-paid 
stock by any importer, merchant, or trader in this colony, for 
removal overland to the Orange Free State, for consumption 
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therein, such importer, trader, or merchant shall fill in a notice, 
containing full and correct particulars of the quality and quantity 
of the goods and of the value thereof at the port from whence 
the same were imported into this colony; and shall subscribe a 
declaration before a justice of the peace that the same are to 
the best of his knowledge and belief correct; and he shall 
dispatch such notice to the officer in charge at the station on 
the border at which the said goods are to be conveyed out of the 
colony into the said State. 


Gotp Coast CoLony (QuITTAH). 
Modifications in Customs Tariff: 


A communication, dated the 12th June last, has been received © 
from the Colonial Secretary of the Gold Coast, to the effect that 
Ordinance No. 6 of 1887, by which special low rates of duty 
were imposed upon various kinds of spirits imported into Gold 
Coast Colony east of the River Volta, instead of the ordinary 
rates, lapsed on the 31st December last, and that the tariff now in 
force in the Quittah district is the same as in other parts of the 
colony. By Ordinance No. 5 of 1887 the following are the 
rates of duty levied in Gold Coast Colony :— 

Wine, ale, porter, and beer of every sort, the old wine gallon 
or part thereof, 1s.; brandy, gin, rum, liqueurs, and miscellaneous 
spirits or strong waters, not being sweetened or mixed with any 
article so that the degree of strength cannot be ascertained by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, where the degree of strength does not exceed 
proof, for each old wine gallon or part thereof, 2s, 6d. ; and for 
every degree or part of a degree over proof, an additional duty, 
the old wine gallon or part thereof, 14d.; brandy, gin, rum, 
liqueurs, and miscellaneous spirits or strong waters, these being 
sweetened or mixed so that the degree of strength cannot be 
ascertained as aforesaid, on each old wine gallon or part thereof, 
2s. 6d.; manufactured tobacco, cigars, or snuff, the pound or part 
thereof, 1s.; unmanufactured tobacco, the pound or part thereof, 
4d.; gunpowder, the pound or part thereof, 6d. ; fire-arms of any 
description, each, 2s.; cartridges, filled, the hundred or part 
thereof, 5s. ; cartridges, unfilled, the hundred or part thereof, 1s. ; 
percussion caps, the hundred or part thereof, 1s.; lead, in any 
form, the pound or part thereof, 3d. 

All goods imported by the Governor for his private use, and all 
goods imported with the sanction of the Governor for the service 
of any public department of the colony, are admitted free of duty 


| 

| 

| 
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V.—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON LINEN, 
HEMPEN, AND JUTE WOVEN MANUFACTURES. 


The following, which is in continuation of the statement 
published in last month’s issue of the Journal, shows the 
rates of Customs duty levied in each of the undermentioned 
countries upon the importation of linen, hempen, and jute woven 
manufactures from the United Kingdom. 


Nore.—Since the publication of the return relating to Foreign Import Duties 
(178/85), numerous modifications have been effected in the Customs Tariffs of 
various foreign countries; these modifications, in so far as regards the above- 
named goods, have been embodied in the following statement :— 


i ification i English 
Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Meshealeate, 
AUSTRIA : Fi. Kr. £ 8 d. 


Tissues of flax, hemp, jute, or other 
vegetable'fibre (except cotton), without 
admixture of cotton, wool, or silk : 

Coarse grey packing cloth, of flax 
or hemp, unbleached, plain or 
simply twilled, but not figured, 
containing not more than 5 warp 
threads per 5 millimetres: also 
sacks made of such cloth - | 100 kilos. 2°00] Cwt. 0 2 O}4 

Linen tissues, not figured and un- 
bleached, having up to 20 warp 


threads per 5 millimetres 12°00 ,, ow 2 
Do., bleached, dyed, woven in 
colours, or printed, but not 
figured : 
Having up to 10 warp threads 
per 5 millimetres - 20°00} ,, 104 
Having from 11 to 20 warp 
threads per 5 millimetres - » 40°00] ,, 30 8 ‘ 
Do., figured, having up to 20 warp 
threads per 5 millimetres : 
(a.) Unbleached - - - 7 40°00] ,, 20 8 
(6.) Bleached, dyed, woven in 
colours, or printed = - 80°00 | ,, 41 8 
(c.) Damask of all kinds, in- 
cluding unbleached damasks 2 80°00 | ,, 42.8 
Do., fine, having more than 20 warp 
threads per 5 millimetres; un- 
bleached, bleached, dyed, woven 
in colours, printed, or figured - 80°00 | ,, 
Batiste, gauze, lawn, and other open- 
woven tissues - - - 120°00 | ,, 6 
Tissues, &c., mixed with metal 
threads - 160°00 | ,, 2 
Laces, edgings, and embroidered 
tissues - - - ‘ 300°00 | ,, 15 411 


Velvety tissues with cut or uncu' 


pile - - - 80°00 | ,, 41 3 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. | Rates of Duty. 


English 
Equivalents. 


Tissues of flax, hemp, jute, or other 
vegetable fibre (except without 
admixture of cotton, wool, or silk—cont. 

Jute tissues : 

Sacking and packing cloth, raw, 
unbleached, undyed, unfigured, 
plain or simply twilled, having 
not more than 5 warp threads per 
5 millimetres ; also ready-made 
sacks of such cloth - - 

Tissues for furniture covers and 
wearing apparel; carpets, and 
all tissues of jute in combina- 
tion with other vegetable textile 
materials (including cotton) 
provided that the jute threads 
preponderate; plain or em- 
broidered and combined or not 
with metal threads - - 

Mats, matting, and waggon covers 
of jute or other vegetable 
fibres, not otherwise specified, 
whether bleached, dyed, printed, 
figured, or not; also all tissues 
of jute not specially mentioned 


clothing - - 


Oil or waxed cloth : 
Coarse, unprinted, packing cloth - 
Tarpaulins and floor cloth - - 
Other kinds, including waxed muslin 


SwITZERLAND: 


Tissues of linen, hemp, jute, or other 
similar vegetable substances : 

Packing cloth, having not more than 

25 threads per 3 centimetres - 

Tissues plain, twilled, or figured : 

Unbleached or half bleached, 

having from 25 to 40 warp 

threads per 3 centimetres - 

Do., do., having more than 40 

warp threads per 3 centimetres 

Bleached, dyed, printed, or woven 

of dyed threads, except tulle - 

Tulle, plain or figured, unbleached, 

bleached, dyed, or printed = - 

Haberdashery, tapes, &c. - - 

Hosiery, without needlework 

Laces and embroidery - - 

Oil or waxed cloth : 

Oiled cloth for packing - - 

Common waxed cloth for do. - 

— cloth for hangings, 


- - 


Fl. Kr. 


100 kiles. 6°00 


40°00 


12°00 


80°00 


s. ad. 


Cwt. 0 6 1 


012 2 


413 


As the material of which principally 


composed, with an 


100 kilos. 6°00 
” 20°00 

80°00 
Frs. Cts. 

100 kilos. 1°50 
” 4°00 

16°00 

16°00 

30°00 

16°00 

” 16°00 

” 30°00 

” 8°00 

» 3°00 

16°00 
20°00 


addition of 40 °/.. 


Cwt. 0 6 1 
104 
110 6 
0 0 7 


06 6 
0 6 6 
012 2 
06 6 
a4 06 6 
012 2 
0338 
0 1 23 
» 0 6 6 

08 
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English 
Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equivalents. 
SwITzERLAND—cont. Frs. Cts. & d. 
Ready-made clothing 100 kilos. 80°00 | Cwt. O12 2 
Mats and carpeting of Manilla hemp 
or other similar 
Plan - 10°00 | ,, 0 4 08 
Dyed, printed, &e. 15°00 | ,, I 
Jute carpeting - - - ” 7°00 | 55 021 
GREECE: 
Tissues of linen, hemp, or jute : 
(a.) Containing less than 12 warp 
threads in the space of 5 square 
millimetres, with the exception Drs. Lep. 
of coarse hempen sacking - | Oke 118 2 
(b.) Containing 12 warp threads and 
above in the space of bd square 
millimetres - 3°00 416 0 
(c.) Hemp or jute carpeting -!| 0°80 | 15 7 
Coarse hempen sacking - 0°80 |. » 
Sail cloth - - 0°20) |, 06 5 
Lace and embroidery - - “1 » 30°00 | yy 48 0 0 
Tulle, gauze, batiste, and 
woven tissues - ” 16°00 | ,, 2512 0 
Haberdashery, edgings, tapes, &e., and 
velvety siuffs ; also underelothing - 6°00 | 912 0 
Ready-made clothing for men and boys As the tissue of which composed, with 
an addition of 50 °/.. 
Do., do., for women and gitls: 
Plain - - - - | Oke 20°00 | Cwt. 82 0 
With embroidery or lace - -| » 80°00] ,, 48 00 
Oil or waxed cloth : 
For furniture, hangings, &c., and 
clothing of oiled cloth “1 @ 1:00] 1 19. 0 
Floor cloth - - an 0°30 | 09 7 
TURKEY : 
All kinds = - - - 8 °/, ad val. °/, ad val 
Rovumania: 
Tissues of linen, hemp, or jute : Lei. B. 
Tissues of linen, plain, unbleached, of 
any quality - - | 100 kilos. 45°00 | Cwt. 018 8 
Tissues of hemp, plain, ‘unbleached - ” 75°00} ,, 10 6 
Tissues of linen or hemp, twilled, un- 
bleached, bleached, or woven in 
colours - - » 75°00] 110 6 
Tissues of jute, very common, and 
sacks made from such tissues 5*60| ,, 2 
Ticks of all kinds, unbleached, Menched, 
or woven in colours - » 100°00 | ,, 20 8 
Plain linen cloth known as “ Holland,” 
of all kinds, unbleached or — - » 150°00 | ,, eS i 6 
Do., do., do., bleached ” 160°00 | ,, 8 5 0 
Do., do., do., printed ; handkerchiefs : 
with printed designs, in dozens, 
hemmed or not; table and toilet 
linen, unbleached or bleached, 
figured or damasked 250°00 | ,, S17 


59557. 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. E Br ll 
Lei. B. s. d. 
| Tissues of linen, hemp, or jute—cont. ‘ 
Batiste and lawn; also handkerchiefs 
of batiste or lawn, in dozens, em- 
| broidered or not, but without lace: - - | Kilog. 10°00 | Cwt. 20 6 5 
| Knitted wares of all kinds - 100 kilos. 450°00 | ,, 9 211 
Haberdashery, tapes, fringes, &c., un- 
bleached, bleached, or dyed - = 300°00 | ,, 6 111 
Lace and tulle Kilog. 14°00] , 28 9 O 
Tissues of other vegetable fibres, un- 
bleached, bleached, or dyed - - | 100 kilos. 40°00] ,, 016 3 
Carpets of linen or hemp 120-00] ,, 
Oil or waxed cloth of all kinds; also 
tarred packing cloth ”» 50°00] 5 104 
Clothing, made up or not, of common 
linen or hempen tissues a 180°00 ” 318 2 
Do., do., composed of unbleached, 
bleached, or coloured ticking - 540°00 | ,, 10 19 6 
Do., do., of unbleached, dyed, or printed 
holland, untrimmed or trimmed with 
any other material than lace - - | Kilog. 10°00] ,, 20 6 5 
Do., do., of batiste, lawn, tulle, or lace - * 80°00 | 4, 6019 3 
Underclothing, made up or not, of common 
linen tissues - 100kilos. 180°00] ,, 313 2 


Do., do., of cotton in combination 
with holland, or of unbleached, dyed, 
or printed holland, lace or 
embroidery - ns 510°00] ,, 10 7 8 

Do., do., of all other linen tissues, em- 
broidered or not, but without orna- 
ments of tulle or thread lace - | Kilog. 21:00; , 4213 6 

Do., do., of all kinds, ornamented with 
tulle or thread lace; corsets, chemi- 
settes, collars, cuffs, handkerchiefs, 
&c., combined or not with silk, ribbons, 
or velvet - - - - 7 » 20°00] ,, 40 12 10 


Unitep States : 


Burlaps, not exceding 60 inches in 
width, of flax, jute, or hemp, or of 
which either of those substances is the 
component material of chief value - 30 °/, ad val. 30 °/, ad val. 

Do., exceeding 60 inches in width - 40 °/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val, 

Brown and bleached linens, ducks, 
canvas, diapers, crash, huckaback, 
handkerchiefs, lawns, or other manu- 
factures not otherwise specified, of 
flax, hemp, or jute, or of which either 
of those substances is the enppenent 


material of chief value - 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
Russia and other shectings - - 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val, 
Sail-cloth - - - 30 °/, ad val. 30 ol. ad val. 
ging for cotton : 
Valued at 7 cents or less oer square Dol. Cts. 
yard - | Per lb. 0°01}; Cwt. 0 7 0 


at over 7 cents per 

- | ,, 09 4 

Other baggi or similar material 
composed wholly or in part of hemp, 
jute, or flax : - - 40 °/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val. 


= 
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‘ English 
Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equivalents. 
Unitep Srates—cont. Dol. Cts. 
Lace, insertions, and _ broideries - 30 °/, ad val. 80 °/, ad val. 
Hemp or jute carpeting - - - | Sq. yard 0°06 | Sq. yard 0 0 38 
All other manufactures of flax or of 
which flax is the component material 
of chief value, including under- 
clothing, tapes, braids, stockings, &c., 
and all goods that cannot be measured 
bythe yards - - 40 °/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val. 
All other manufactures of hemp or 
Manilla - - - 35 °/,, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
All other manufactures ofjute - = - 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
Oil-cloth for floors, stamped, painted, 
or printed - - - 40 °/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val. 
Oil-cloth foundations or  floor-cloth 
canvas - 40 °/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val. 


VI—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


SEARCH FOR PEARLS IN NORTHERN Russia. 


Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, in a 
report to the Foreign Office dated the 9th July, forwards the 
following account, which has been obtained from the Moscow 
Gazette of the 15th (27th) June last, of the process of obtaining 
pearls in the extreme north of Russia :— 

“ About 20 years ago pearls were found in considerable numbers 
in the rivers falling into the Northern and Arctic Oceans, and in 
those of the White Sea. Now, however, the industry is in a state 
of decay, being confined entirely to the rivers Kema, Niva, Kola, 
and Tuloma. 

* The pearl fishers employ the most primitive methods in 
pursuing their calling. ‘Thus, the Korels, in fishing for pearls in 
the river Kema, which falls into the White Sea, use a wooden 
tube 28 inches in length encased in birch bark, and inside this 
tube they fix a thick round glass. Wading into the river, the 
Korels endeavour by the aid of this tube to discover the pearl 
shells at the bottom. Out of 100 shells, 10 on an average will 
contain pearls of the size of a peppercorn, and only one of larger 
dimensions. ‘The most valuable are those which are found sup- 
ported inside the shell on a small and very thin stem. 

“In the river Niva the search for pearls is carried on by 
children. In the Kola, Argus, and Panvi rivers the Laplanders 
fish for the pearl shell at considerable depths, but as these opera- 
tions are also conducted in the most primitive fashion, the pursuit 
is not very remunerative. 


o 2 
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~ © Large, or so-called Burmitsky pearls, are now rarely found. 
The last were obtained about 20 years ago, and presented to the 
Empress of Russia by a former Governor of Archangel. 

«Tt has been observed that pearls are more abundantly found 
in rivers which contain trout. 

“ A company is said to have been formed for fishing for pearls 
in the province of Pskov, which contains numerous trout streams, 
The son of a well-known jeweller of St. Petersburg is at the head 
of the company, which will employ the most modern pearl-fishing 
apparatus and some experienced pearl-fishers of Saxony have been 
engaged, Should success attend the efforts of the company in 
Pskov, its operations will be transferred to the extreme north of 
Russia. 

“Some small rivers in the neighbourhood of St. Petersburg 
are also said to yield pearls, the maximum value of which reaches 
2/. per stone.” 


Russ1an Rartway ReEceEIPTS IN 1888. 


Mr. Audley C. Gosling, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 
26th June last, with reference to the receipts obtained from 
Russian railways in 1888, says :-— 

“The Journal of the Ministry of Finance has published a table 
showing the receipts of Russian railways in 1888. 

“The total receipts from all railways, both State and private 
lines, embracing 26,113 versts, amounted to 279,258,280 roubles, 
making an average receipt per verst of 10,912 r., an increase of 
83 per cent. over 1887. No account is given of the receipts 
from the Transcaspian railway. 

“The largest receipts per verst were shown by the Nicholas 
railway between Moscow and St. Petersburg, 37,315 r. per verst, 
while the receipts from the State railways, many of which are 
mainly strategical, only averaged 5,181 r. per verst. The 
average for the private lines, which extend over four times the 
distance of the State lines, was 12,218 r. per verst. 

“ The lines which show the largest increases, due to the great 
activity in the grain trade, are those connecting the interior with 
the ports: Lozovo-Sevastopol, increase 38 per cent.; south- 
western lines, increase 30 per cent. ; Libau-Romny lines, increase 
29 per cent.” 


Suez Canat Transit By Russian 


Mr. Audley C. Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 
15th July last, says that the Official Gazette announces that the 
Council of the Empire have decided to prolong till January lst, 
1900, the reimbursement to Russian ships which have passed 
through the Suez Canal of the transit dues paid by them, 
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GRADUAL FAILING OF THE PETROLEUM WELLS oF Baku. 


A report, dated the 26th July last, has been received from 
Mr. T. B. Sandwith, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Odessa, 
enclosing copy of a communication from Mr. P. Stevens, the 
Acting Vice-Consul at Batoum, pointing out the gradual failing of 
the petroleum wells at Baku, and the consequent diminished supply 
of the purified product exported from Batoum. Mr. Stevens 
says 

“The price of kerosine at Batoum has lately risen 25 per cent. 
and still has an upward tendency, while the price of crude petro- 
leum at the wells near Baku has at the same time advanced 
100 per cent. This is solely due to the fact that the demand both 
for home and foreign consumption during the present year is esti- 
mated, as near as possible, at 3,225,806 tons, whereas the total 
output of the Baku wells will, it is stated, fall far short of those 
figures, and the maximum quantity of crude oil that they will be 
able to yield is set down at only 1,612,903 tons. 

“Unless, therefore, new sources are discovered, a cessation of 
the supply of petroleum from Baku may be expected within a short 
time. The natural consequences of this would be the stoppage of 
all operations, both on the Caspian and here, and very probably 
the ruin of those concerned in the trade, besides putting a very 
large number of the working classes out of employ. 

“Rumours are also current that the Government is on the 
point of imposing a duty on petroleum exported to foreign countries, 
which thus far has been free from taxation. This will doubtless 
be done with a view to, if possible, diminish the exportation.” 

In a further report on ;this subject, dated the 3rd August, 
Mr. Sandwith says that the exhaustion of the petroleum wells at 
Baku is continuing to excite the attention of the mercantile world. 
Several tank steamers which traded with Batoum are said to have 
sought freight across the Atlantic. Futile efforts have recently 
been made to strike oil, In consequence of the state of affairs 
prices remain firm, and a decline during the present season is. not 
expected. 


PrRoPoseD RAILWAY BETWEEN SAMARA AND T'ASHKEND. 


A despatch, dated the 9th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Audley C. Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburg, enclosing a translation by 
Mr. Michell from the Exchange Gazette relative to the proposed 
line of railway between Samara and Tashkend. The following is 
a copy of the translation in question :— 

“The Ministry of Public Ways and Communicaiions has 
applied for the funds necessary for making a preliminary survey 
of the country between Samara and Tashkend, between which 
points it is projected to build a railway. This railway will not 
proceed in a direct line to Tashkend, but will run through the 
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cultivated parts of the district of Khodjent in order to render 
more accessible the Ferghanah region and the coal-fields of 
Turkestan. 


New LINE or STEAMERS BETWEEN HAMBURG AND 
THE LEVANT. 


The Hon. ©. S. Dundas, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Hamburg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the Ist August 
last, says that a direct and regular line of steamships is about to 
be established to run between Hamburg and the Levant, with a 
view to extend German trade and industries in that quarter of the 
globe. It is intended to run four steamers of about 2,000 tons 
each, starting from Hamburg, and calling at Antwerp, Pireus, 
Salonica, Syra, Smyrna, Constantinople, and Braila in the summer, 
and Kustendjé in the winter. 


ProposED BELGIAN SUBVENTION FOR STEAMSHIP FAcILITIES 
TO AUSTRALIA. 


A despatch, dated the 10th July last, has been received from 
Mr. Le M. H. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Brussels, enclosing copy of a Bill introduced into the Belgian 
Chamber of Representatives approving the Convention between 
the Belgian Government and the German- Australian Steamship 
Company. 

By the terms of this Convention the German-Australian Steam- 
ship Company engages to touch at the port of Antwerp with its 
steamers of the regular line which it will establish between 
Hamburg and the Australian ports. Departures from Antwerp 
for Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney, will be made once in 
every twenty-eight days. During one year not less than six and not 
more than thirteen return voyages will be made. The steamers 
must be able to embark at Antwerp at least 1,500 tons of 
merchandise, 1,000 of which are heavy goods. The Belgian 
Government engages to pay to the company, on fulfilment of the 
conditions of the contract, a subvention of 1,500 franes for each 
voyage, going or returning. 

In a further report to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th July, 
Mr. Gosselin encloses copy of the report of the Committee of the 
Belgian Chamber of Representatives appointed to consider the 

eement between the Belgian Government and the German- 
Australian Steamship Company of Hamburg. The Committee 
support the agreement for giving a subvention of 60/. per voyage 
to vessels calling at Antwerp and reserving cargo room. The 
express a desire, however, that the Antwerp dues should be 
reduced. 
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INSPECTION OF INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS IN BELGIUM. 


In reference to the notification on pp. 676-77 of the June (1888) 
number of the Board of Trade Journal, a despatch, dated the 
16th July last, has been received from Mr. Le M. H. Gosselin, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, enclosing an extract 
from the Moniteur Belge of the 14th July, containing a decree of 
the Belgian Government, respecting the inspection of dangerous 
and unhealthy establishments. The following is a translation of 
the law in question :— 


Art. 1. Independently of the duties which are marked out for 
them by special regulations of the central department as to their 
work and the management of their officers, the functions of the 
officials for the general inspection of dangerous or unhealthy 
establishments are the following :— 


They are empowered : 


1. To see that the law, regulations, and decrees are carried out, 
by inspecting these establishments and pointing out any infractions 
committed there. 


2. To test the efficacy of the stipulations formulated in 
authorised decrees, and to propose new conditions in event of the 
insufficiency of the prescribed obligations. 


3. To give their opinions and advice on questions affecting 
establishments particularly dangerous or unhealthy which may be 
submitted to their examination. 


4 To give also their advice on appeal to the King, as well as 
on questions of classification or of assimilation which are submitted 
to them by the department. ‘ 


Art, 2. The Inspector-General of the service of health and of 
hygiene will exercise the same functions as regards establishments, 
a list of which will be drawn up by the Minister of Agriculture, 
Industry, and Public Works, and which specially relate to 
industries or stores relating to food products, to the working of 
animal materials, to rural economy and to communal hygiene. 


Art. 3. The officials named in the preceding articles may be, 
if necessary, summoned by the Minister or by his delegate in a 
technical committee, required to give advice on different matters 
or on important questions respecting the application of the laws 
or regulations relative to dangerous or unhealthy establishments, 
and to the superintendence of industry and labour. 

The inspectors-general of agriculture, industry, the communal 
inspection of the highways and watercourses, as well as an engineer 
of the central department of mines, may, when necessary, be called 
to form part of this committee. 
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New Grain Measures 1n 


In a report to Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Sofia, dated 
the 28th June last, Mr. W. H. Dalziel, British Vice-Consul at 
Roustchouk, with reference to the introduction of new grain 
measures in Bulgaria, says :— 

* All grain is now bought and sold in Bulgaria by the same 
measures as in France and other countries which have followed 
her example. . 

“The weights for weighing merchandise will also soon be 
abandoned in favour of the French kilogramme. 

“ This change is, in my opinion, to some extent against British 
interests, as, formerly, the grain measure in use was almost exactly 
the Imperial bushel ; consequently, it was easier on the spur of 
the moment to compare London prices with local ones than to 
compare them with the quotations of Marseilles or Naples, but, of 
course, sooner or later the market here comes to be regulated by 
advices from all the different markets. 

“The old measure in universal use for measuring grain was the 
‘ shenik ’ or half ‘ kite of Constantinople’ which was 1 per cent, 
smaller than the half bushel Imperial, but every district had its own 
local measure called also a kite. Thus the Varna kite=8 Constanti- 
nople kites = 1 quarter nearly; Rasgrad kite= 16 Constantinople 
kites = 2 quarters nearly ; Roustchouk kite=12 Constantinople 
kites = 14 quarters nearly. 

“The new measures are the ‘krina’ = 20 litres, which 
supersedes the shenik and the half krina = 10 litres,” 


RouMANIAN Passport REGULATIONS. 


A report, dated the 15th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Percy Sanderson, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Galatz, enclosing translation of a communication 
received by the British Vice-Consul at Sulina from the Roumanian 
Commissaire Maritime at that port requesting him to take 
measures to prevent masters of British vessels from bringing 
passengers from Constantinople to Roumanian territory who have 
not got their passports in proper order. The following is a copy 
of the translation in question :— 

“ It has been observed that many vessels under the British flag, 
on leaving Constantinople bound to Sulina, take passengers who 
do not possess passports in order. 

“In accordance with an order from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, No. 14,948 of 1888, such passengers are not allowed to 
enter Roumanian territory, and are to be re-embarked by the 
same vessel by which they arrive. 

“T have the honour to communicate this to you, and I request 
you, Mr. Vice-Consul, to warn all captains of vessels that leave 
Constantinople against taking any more passengers unless they 
have their passports in order.” 


EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 161 


INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION IN THE 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The following particulars respecting the International Agri- 
cultural Exhibition to be held at Buenos Ayres in April 1890 are 
taken from a memorandum on the subject recently issued by the 
Agricultural Department of the Privy Council Office :— 

The programme and regulations of an international cattle show 
and agricultural exhibition to be held in April next in Buenos 
Ayres, the capital of the Argentine Republic, has been transmitted 
to the Agricultural Department from the Foreign Office. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office enclosing the programme of 
this show, Mr. Jenner, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Buenos Ayres, says, “I attach great importance to the worthy 
“ representation of British breeds of cattle at the exhibition in 
“ question, as I believe the show then made will do much to 
* decide the question still debated here as to the breeds to which 
** preference should be given for improving the Argentine stock, 
“ consisting, roughly speaking, of about twenty million head of 
“ horned cattle, and about one hundred and thirty million sheep.” 

This international cattle show in Buenos Ayres will take place 
under the management of the Argentine Rural Society which 
appears to be somewhat similiarly constituted to the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, and to have similar aims and 
objects. 

Tt will be under the patronage of the National Government 
and the Provincial Government of Buenos Ayres, and its general 
direction is entrusted to the Board of Directors of the Argentine 
Rural Society, which acts independently of the Government, upon 
its own resources. 

A special pavilion will be constructed for manufactured agri- 
cultural products—such as wines, spirits, oil, coffee, fruits, grain, 
sugar,—skins, woven goods, paper, preserved meats, and milk. 

The Objects of the Exhibition,—\1st. Live stock in general, 
poultry, animal produce, and articles manufactured from the same. 

2nd. Machines, implements, harness, and agricultural tools. 

3rd. Agricultural products and the transformations of the 
same, 

The competition in the first two divisions is open to the world, 
at least in most of the classes. That in the third is confined to 
the Argentine Republic. 

No money prizes are offered. In each class will be given— 

As a first prize, a first class bronze medal and diploma. 

As a second prize, a second class bronze medal and diploma. 

As a third prize, a third class bronze medal and diploma. 

Twenty-four special prizes will be given, consisting of large 
silver medals, for certain animals, implements, and produce. 

Entries of animals and of machines and other articles for 
exhibition at this show must be made six months before the 
20th of April 1890, the day fixed for the opening. 

Intending exhibitors must therefore take care to enter their 
stock and machines before the 20th of October next. 
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Printed forms of entry can be obtained upon application to 
Miguel T. Salas, Secretary of the Argentine Rural Society, 
Buenos Ayres, Argentine Republic. 

All animals, machines, and articles for exhibition must be in 
their places by the 17th of April 1890, or as long before as the 
exhibitor may think fit. 

Animals will be fed by the Society at the rate of 2s. per day 
for horses, 1s. 2d. for cattle, 5d. for sheep, and 74d. for pigs. 

Although there are no money prizes to recoup British exhibitors 
of stock for the expenses of transmission, it is most probable that 
there would be a great demand for all the good, well-shaped, and 
well-bred animals exhibited, and that remunerative prices would 
be obtained for them, and orders given for others from the studs, 
flocks, and herds of the exhibitors. 

As Mr. Jenner points out, and as the increased importation of 
high-priced mech indicates, the Government, the Rural Society, 
and Argentine breeders generally are very keen upon improvng 
their breeds of all kinds of animals. 


Exports oF Live CATTLE FROM THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


A despatch, dated the 10th June last, has been received from 
Mr. G. Jenner, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Buenos Ayres, 
enclosing translation of a report of a meeting of the agents of the 
principal steam navigation companies for the purpose of facilitating 
the exportation of live cattle from the Argentine Republic. The 
following is a summary of this translation :— 

There were assembled together at the office of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, the Minister himself, Doctor Don Norkoto 
Quirno Costa, the president of the Argentine Rural Society, 
Doctor Estanislao S. Zeballos, and the agents and representatives 
of the principal navigation companies. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he had convened 
the meeting in consequence of the satisfactory experiment made 
by dint of the assistance so generously afforded by the “ Chargeurs 
Reunis ” Company with a view to interchange ideas as regards the 
export of live cattle, an object towards realisation of which the 
Government was disposed to co-operate thoroughly, and that in 
the most efficacious manner possible ; that the measure to be put 
in practice forthwith was that the companies should prepare the 
vessels of which they could dispose for that purpose in order to 
commence the exportation of such cattle on a considerable scale, 
and that in this point of view he was desirous, in unison with the 
president of the Argentine Rural Society, to know the opinions 
of the agents and representatives of the several maritime companies 
who would, it was hoped, by reason of the interests for the 
country which they all had at heart, use every effort to carry 
into successful realisation the above-named idea. 

Thereupon ensued an extensive exchange of ideas, pending 
which all the agents and representatives of the several companies 
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made manifest that they entertained the most ardent desire to 
commence the shipments at once and to prepare the way for like 
shipments in future. 

ne agent called attention to the remarks and the data set 
forth by Doctor Zeballos, as regards the importance of the 
European markets best adapted to be provided with meat, and he 
invited them to make a prudent calculation of freights and 
expenses. 

A résumé of the conclusions reached was made by the Minister, 
and Doctor Zeballos proposed to. the agents and the representatives 
that they should place on record the said conclusions in order to 
convey assurance to the cattle owners of the Republic and to 
stimulate the future exportation of live cattle, and this idea 
having met with approval, the suggestion was adopted. 

The president of the Rural Society said that he held in 
readiness the cattle which would be carried by the steamer 
“Cordoba,” and that he would request cattle farmers to 
provide with contingents such companies as are ready to export 
them at once. . 


EsTABLISHMENT OF A CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AT GUAYAQUIL. 


A report, dated the Ist July last, has been received from 
Mr. Geo. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guayaquil, enclosing 
copy and translation of a decree issued by the Government of 
Dr. Antonio Flores, establishing a Chamber of Commerce in 
Guayaquil. The following is a copy of the translation in 
question :— 

Antonio Flores, President of the Republic of Ecuador, decrees : 

That there shall be established in the city of Guayaquil an 
association to be called “ Chamber of Commerce.” 

That the Chamber of Commerce shall be comprised of a council 
of administration and all persons who may subscribe themselves as 
associates, 

The council of administration shall be composed of a president, 
a vice-president, a treasurer, six counsellors, and a secretary. 

The Chamber of Commerce will form its statutes and regula~ 
tions, which will be submitted to the Government for approbation. 

In addition to the attributions which shall be set forth in said 
statutes, the Chamber of Commerce will have the following :— 

To serve the Government as a technical consultative com- 
mission. 

To propose reforms which it believes should be effected in the 
Custom house, commercial code, and everything pertaining to 
decrees, ordinances, or treaties of navigation and commerce, as well 
as to the encouragement of immigration. 

To furnish all information solicited by the authorities, and to 
make such suggestions which it believes to be convenient in 
questions of finance, navigation, commerce, and immigration. 
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VIL—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


Tue Botanica LITERATURE OF THE BritisH Empire. 


The Kew Gardens Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information for 
July publishes a Guide to the Botanical Literature of the British 
Empire. The primary object of this compilation is to supply 
useful information on the literature of the systematic, economic, 
and geographical botany of the possessions, dependencies, and 
protectorates of the British Empire. Kew is often called upon to 
answer questions, on the shortest notice, concerning the vegetation 
of some remote part of the world, and the best books to consult 
on the subject. Such questions are not always easily answered, 
and they frequently entail a considerable expenditure of time, 
hence the idea of preparing a concise guide. 


Russtan Errorts TO DevELOP FoREIGN TRADE. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, in 
its issue of the 20th July last, announces that Russia is making 
great efforts to develop her trade in the Balkans. The Russian 
* Commercial and Industrial Co-operative Society” is engaged 
at the present time with the question of the direct relations which 
it has become necessary to establish between Russia, Turkey, and 
Greece, in view of meeting the competition of the western 
merchant. Already a Russian bazaar intended exclusively for 
the sale of Russian products has just been opened at Athens, and 
it is proposed, if this venture results satisfactorily, to establish 
other similar depéts of Russian goods in different Greek and 
Turkish towns. 


Import oF RIcE 1nTO Russia. 


The importers of rice into Russia, for the most part English 
and Germans, have recently addressed to the Imperial Govern- 
ment a petition demanding that the import duty on rice upon the 
European frontier, which is at present 85 copecks (gold) per 
poud, should be reduced by 40 copecks. Forty-seven of the 
principal merchants and tradesmen of Moscow have signed a 
declaration in the opposite sense, in the course of which they 
draw the attention of the Committee of the Bourse to the 
following facts. 

According to these merchants, Russia produces no rice, and 
consumes a foreign product which reaches her from England and 
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Germany on the one side, and from Persia on the other. This 
latter importation has increased of late years, while the importation 
of rice across the European frontier has diminished with startling 
rapidity as the following table shows :— 


— By the European Frontier. By the Asiatic Frontier. 
Pouds.* Pouds.* 

1884 802,510 986,803 

1885 715,977 915,525 

1886 366,136 1,691,751 

1887 77,039 1,506,511 

1888 104,000 


On the European frontier, the rice is almost wholly brought 


from England or Germany, as the following table shows :— 


—_ English Rice. German Rice. 
1884 277,000 342,400 
1885 234,600 290,000 
1886 127,700 202,000 
1887 47,300 24,000 


It arrives in Russia prepared for immediate consumption, and 
the price per poud is three roubles, 

The Persian rice arrives shelled, but before it can pass into 
consumption it has to undergo a process which, of course, benefits 
Russian industry and Russian workmen. The petition does not 
state the price at which it is delivered to the public, but the 
French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for July 11, gives 1 rouble 
40 as the price in Russia of unprepared rice, and 2 roubles 
10 of rice prepared for consumption in Russia. 

Moreover, the transport of Persian rice is effected by Russian 
vessels in the Caspian Sea and up the Volga, which is another 
source of profit for Russian enterprise. Finally, the trade in 
rice with Persia is carried on in great part by means of exchanging 
Russian goods, articles manufactured in Russia, for this product 
of the Persian soil. 

These are the arguments on which the Moscow merchants 
found their demand that the petition of the foreign importers be 
not taken into consideration. They point out that it is contrary 
to the interests of Russian industry that anything whatever should 
be done to encourage the import of rice across the European 
frontier, the entire cessation of that import being rather 
desirable. 

The Gazette de Moscou for May 19 makes the following 
remarks on the subject of this controversy :— 

“ We fully comprehend the reasons which have led the foreign 
importers to make their protest, but their interests are not ours. 


* Poud = 36 Ibs. avoirdupois. 
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We secure numerous advantages by purchasing all our rice from 
Persia. ‘These advantages have been clearly set out in the state- 
ment of the Moscow merchants, and we can but endorse their 
conclusions. 

‘* But there is one remark in this statement which is erroneous, 
and which we believe it our duty to contradict, namely, that 
Russia produces no rice. This is a mistake. Rice is produced 
on Russian soil, although it is true that it seldom reaches the 
markets of European Russia, but is almost wholly absorbed by 
local consumption. Both Transcaucasia and Russian Turkestan 
org rice. It is notably cultivated in the province of Syr- 

aria and in the circle of Sarafchane (the one containing 
450,000 square kilos., and a population of 1,214,000, and the 
other containing 24,600 square kilos., and 394,000 inhabitants) 
as well as in the Ferghana (which has 95,000 square kilos., and 
a population of 716,000). In Sarafchane and in the district of 
Khodjensk successful attempts have been made of late years to 
cultivate mountain rice from French seed. Native Russian rice 
will very soon begin to make its appearance on the market of 
European Russia. We know that these considerations carry little 
weight with the foreign exporters, who would like to see the import 
of rice across the European frontier attain its old importance. 
It is, of course, very agreeable to the English and Germans to 
secure every year several millions of roubles as profit on their 
importations of rice, but we also have the right to demand the 
protection of our own products, and of the national interests, and 
we do not doubt that the Government will know how to choose 
when called upon to decide upon this question. 

“ What is true for rice is true for a number of other articles. 
Russia cannot do without protection, and the necessity which is 
imposed upon the State in commercial affairs is to recognise that 
Russia is for the Russians.” 


Rye-MEAL IN FINLAND AND 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar for 20th June states 
that the Finnish Senate has decreed ,that a detailed comparison 
should be made in the Agricultural Laboratory at Helsingfors, 


and in the Chemical Station at Abo between a number of carefully 
selected specimens of Finnish and of Russian rye-meal respec- 
tively, for the purpose of deciding which contains nutritive 
qualities in the larger proportion. Specimens of German-imported 
rye-meal are to be tested at the same time. The experiments are 
to be extended over the harvests of three years, and the results 
will not be published until the close of 1891. 
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Tue Woot TrabeE or THE Caucasus. 


L’ Industrie Textile points out that the definitive establishment 
of the Russian Central Asiatic Railway as far as Samarcand, in 
the centre of Turkestan, cannot but exercise an influence on the 
prices obtained by the wools of the Caucasus. Under this general 
title are included not merely the wools of the Transcaucasian 
province, but also those of the State of Khorassan, in the north of 
Persia. 

The number of sheep in this district is estimated at about 15 
millions, most of them being large-tailed sheep. Part of the wool 
exported by the port of Batoum on the Black Sea is destined 
wholly for France. Nine-tenths of the total export goes to 
France. The trade is in the hands of the Armenians. 


RAILWAY BETWEEN THE VOLGA AND THE OBI. 


The Revue de [ Orient states that the Russian Government has 
decided to construct a new railway, with a length of 280 versts, 
uniting the Volga and Obi rivers. The new line will possess a 
considerable importance in developing the export trade of 
Siberia. 

The Russian Government has also accepted the idea of 
ultimately extending this railway by 75 versts more, so as to 
reach the river Kama also. 


TRADE IN Batic PONIES. 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar publishes a letter 
from the Swedish Consul in Leith, dated 5th June, pointing out 
the profitable nature of the Scotch trade in Shetland ponies, and 
urging the Swedish Government to organise an export trade in 
the ponies of the island of Gland, in the Baltic, which closely 
resemble the Shetland breed in size and strength, and which, the 
Consul believes, might be sold in the United States to great 
advantage. 


An Arotic Raitway. 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar for 20th July states 
that the surveying of the line of railway from Lule’ to Ofoten 
is now complete. This will be by far the most northerly railway 
in the world. Luled is a small town .on the coast near the head 
of the Gulf of Bothnia, in Sweden, from which the line will start 
almost due north, soon crossing the Arctic Circle, and will 
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proceed through the mining district of Gellivara; it will cross 
the river Kaitum, at Killingi, where the railway bridge is nearly 
completed, and then, turning to the north-east, will cross the 
mountain frontier into Norway, and reach the Atlantic Ocean at 
Elvegaard on the Ofoten Fjord. The line has been in rapid 
course of construction since last October, when 1,800 men 
were engaged to work on it. The extreme severity of the 
climate and the violent changes of temperature have been found 
very greatly to add to the labour of the work, and it is no longer 
expected that the line will be opened this year. 


Export oF SweEepisH GRANITE TO ABERDEEN. 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar for 28th June prints 
the following letter from the Swedish-Norwegian Vice-Consul in 
Aberdeen :— 

* One of the most important industries in the north of Scotland 
is that of granite for monuments and other decorative work. In 
Aberdeen alone there are more than 100 granite workshops, 
which give ‘employment to about 2,000 workmen in cutting, 
polishing, and carving inscriptions upon this variety of stone. In 
a finished state, granite is forwarded from this city to England, 
America, and the English colonies in the form of all sorts of 
ornamental objects left in the natural colour of the granite. 
There is, in consequence, a great demand for stone of a suitable 
quality, and in case the proprietors of Swedish granite quarries 
are in possession of the right sort, it will be very easy for them 
to secure a favourable market. Aberdeenshire has several 
different kinds of granite, light and dark grey, light and dark 
red, as well as all sorts of building stone, but there is a sale only 
for the best kinds, which can be polished. Swedish exporters 
should notice that what is wanted is a uniformity in colour, 
and freedom from cracks as well as from chalk, iron, or 
other minerals. A good grey, red, or green granite should be 
hewn out in blocks of from two to thirty cubic feet, with an 
average size of seven cubic feet. It is not of importance that the 
stone should be hard, but the colour must be uniform and it must 
be free from cracks. I hear that several shiploads of granite 
are to be sent from Sweden to Aberdeen this year. In case any 
Swedish proprietor of a granite quarry likes to send me specimens, 
polished or not polished, I shall be happy to get an opinion as to 
whether they are of the right quality or not. But it is no use 
at all to send common kinds of stone, which cannot be polished, 
or granite of inferior quality. To do this is merely to bring 
Swedish enterprise into disrepute.” 
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ProposED CANAL IN SWEDEN, 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for 1st June last contains 
the following note :— 

The question is mooted of constructing in Sweden a canal 
for the purpose of joining the Kattegat with the large lake of 
Venern. This canal will join the towns of Uddevalla and 
Genersborg ; it will be eminently useful for a portion of the 
interior of Sweden, where there are numerous iron and steel 
works, Its length will be 25 kilometres; it will traverse lakes 
for an extent of about 8 kilometres. Its depth will be 7 metres, 
allowing of the entrance of vessels of 3,000 tons. It will have, 
moreover, locks 116 metres in length by 15 wide. An extensive 
transit trade in wood for building purposes is reckoned on, as well 
as 100,000 tons, at least, of iron. 


Toe TraprE or HamMBure, 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
for the 13th July last, with reference to the growth of the trade 
of Hamburg, says:— - 

The year 1888 marks a memorable date in the annals of 
Hamburg trade. 

The abolition of the old Customs privileges of the town, the 
incorporation of its territory within the Zollverein, and the 
creation of the free port resulting from it are, in fact, noteworthy 
events and still too recent to permit of an estimate being formed 
of their effect. However, the Hamburg Chamber of Commerce 
has devoted in its last report considerable space to the examina- 
tion of the present and ultimate consequences of this important 
change in the future destinies of Hamburg. 

According to this report, that which has contributed chiefly to 
the well-being of the Hanseatic town within recent years, is not 
only the importance of German export trade, the whole of which 
now passes through Hamburg, it is also the enterprising character 
of these merchants—their watchfulness, their profound knowledge 
of the world, which makes them ever on the look-out to develop 
their trade. 

The commercial prosperity of Hamburg rests principally on the 
habits of the families of the merchant, who urges the youths to 
go abroad early in order to establish in foreign countries branches 
of their house, to secure them an advantageous position, and to 
return later to their native town fortified with the experience 
gained to manage their businesses and to extend the relations 
established abroad. 
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Tue Pit-Coat Invustry Lower SILEsia. 


The French Consul at Breslau, writing to his Government on 
the 8th of May 1889, gives the following account of the pit-coal 
industry in Lower Silesia :- — 

“ According to the report of the Association of Mines of Lower 
Silesia, the year 1888 was a favourable one for the coal trade. 
The orders for coal and coke, during the summer months, were 
so active that a great number of mines were able to obtain a slight 
rise in price, whilst for the preceding ten years there has always 
been a steady decline. Notwithstanding this satisfactory condition, 
one should not ke too sanguine. The German coal mines are 
always subjected to severe foreign competition, and particularly 
with English coal; but it is the mines of Upper Silesia which 
are injuring those cf Lower Silesia more and more every year. 
Although the quality of the Lower Silesian coal is greatly 
preferable to that of Upper Silesia, especially for industrial pur- 
poses, the prices obtained for the two products are far from 
counterbalancing one another. The cost of extracting the coal 
from the mines of Lower Silesia is much higher, the veins being 
found there at a far greater depth than in Upper Silesia. 
The report gives the following particulars with regard to cost 
of working and sales :— 

“In the coal district of Lower Silesia, which comprises the 
Governments of Breslau and of Liegnitz, there were extracted, in 
1888, 3,192,812 tons of coal, that is to say, 99,062 tons more 
than in 1887. The sale of coal, including not only what was 
bought by foreign purchasers, but what was sold for local consump- 
tior, not including the coke furnaces belonging to the mines, was 
2,844,580 tons, or 87,553 tons more than in 1887 ; the consump- 
tion by the mines amounted to 317,925 tons (24,762 tons more 
than in 1887). The net receipts amounted to 16,507,491 marks, 
or 371,181 marks more than in 1887. The average price, as 
calculated from these figures, was 5 mk. 14 pf. per ton, against 
5 mk. 21 in 1887, There were sold in Germany 2,106,473 tons 
(73,865 tons less than in 1887), and in Austria-Hungary 581,669 
tons (4,981 tons more than in 1887). 

*‘The coke works possess 512 furnaces on different systems, 
and there were made 232,491 tons of coke of all qualities (an 
increase of 52,138 tons), of a total value of 2,578,930 marks (an 
increase of 547,404 mk.). The average price of coke per ton 
has therefore been 11 mk. 9 pf., as against 11 mk. 26 pf. in 1887 
The sale of coke amounted to 237,162 tons, of which quantity 
Germany has taken 102,280 tons (an increase of 11,035 tons), 
Austria-Hungary 110,903 tons (an increase of 42,935 tons), 
and Russia 23,979 tons. The furnaces, which are arranged on 
the Otto Hoffmann system, to produce by the side of the coke the 
secondary products, such as tar and sulphate of ammonia, have 
obtained 1,465 tons of tar, sold for 2),376 mk., and 398 tons of 
sulphate of ammonia, sold for 583,780 mk. The other secondary 
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products obtained were 17,313 tons of fire-clay, sold for 
278,387 mk., 2,582 tons of argiliferous oxydised earth, of a value 
of 16,910 mk., and 290,162 cubic metres of illuminating gas of a 
value of 25,213 mk. 

“The number of workmen employed during the year 1888 in 
the coal mines of Lower Silesia was 14,436 (431 more than in 
1887) ; of this number 11,820 were occupied below ground, and 
2,616 on the surface; of the latter number 440 were women and 
339 children (49 and 63 more than in 1887). The total of the 
wages paid to labourers of all kinds amounted to 9,383,400 marks, 
so that the average wages of the year were 650 marks in 1888, 
against 663 marks in 1887. The coke works occupied 531 work- 
men at the coke furnaces, 34 more than in 1887; 18 men were 
occupied with the secondary products, tar and sulphate of ammonia, 
being six more than in 1887. ‘The situation of the workmen in 
the coal district is satisfactory. Nevertheless, a great number of 
them express discontent, and in consequence of the promises of 
foreign agents, are making up their minds to seek their fortune else- 
where. Every year a large proportion of the young men emigrate 
to other coal districts, especially to those of Westphalia, where 
they hope to earn more wages. ‘They usually come back again after 
a certain time, bitterly disappointed, since, if wages are higher in 
other mines than in those of Lower Silesia, the cost of living 
is more expensive, and besides, these young men find it very 
hard to adapt themselves to fresh habits of life. According to 
the lists drawn up in 1888, the Corporation of the Miners of 
Lower Silesia, including the workmen working in the metal 
and lignite mines, comprises 16,544 members (446 more than 
in 1887); of this number 14,836 were occupied in coal mines 
(307 more than in 1887). The number of full members of the 
corporation is 8,520, that of the temporary members 8,024. The 
expenses of the body amounted to 833,392 marks, 279,241 marks 
of which were for insurance in case of sickness, 516,012 marks 
towards pensions, and 38,139 marks for insurance in case of 
accidents.” 


ConDITION OF BELGIUM. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for 11th July says 
that the information which reaches it from various parts of 
Belgium seems to prove that the industrial and commercial con- 
ditions of that country are more and more favourable. In the 
mining centres in particular the coal-pits can scarcely supply the 
orders which pour in upon them from abroad. Although 
the German coal-workers’ strikes are allayed, they have lasted 
long enough seriously to injure business in Germany, and the 
Belgian coal-pits have greatly profited in consequence. 

In the agricultural districts, whether of the Walloon or of the 
Flemish provinces, everything points to a harvest of unusual 
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abundance. There wiil be plenty of fodder and hay, so that 
there is every hope that the raising of cattle, which for several 
years past has been declining in Belgium, may this year recover 
itself. 

As regards the manufacture of cloths and stuffs at Verviers 
the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 13th July last has the following information :— 

Verviers exported in 1888 not less than 1,450,907 kilogs. of 
cassimere and similar tissues, 272,490 kilogs. of heavy tissues, and 
587,400 kilogs. of light tissues, or a total of 2,310,730 kilogs. of 
the products of its manufactures. The exportation of the same 
products was only 2,161,950 kilogs, in 1887, and 2,090,520 
kilogs. in 1886. 

The state of the Belgian cloth industry may therefore be 
considered as very satisfactory and in keeping with the exceptional 
importance which it has developed since the commencement of 
this century. 

The Verviers establishments are admirably furnished with 
machinery of all kinds used in the large weaving industry. It is 
this superiority which enables the Verviers manufacturer to com- 
pete with the products of foreign industries protected for the greater 
part by Customs tariffs. 

The principal machines necessary for the weaving industries 
are made in the workshops of Verviers itself. 

England supplies, for the spinning of the carded wool, certain 
articles, according to the needs and continual improvements in 
manufacture. For combed wool only a part of the apparatus is 
ordered at Roubaix, but more often in Alsace. 

Except as regards the special tool supply for finishing, France 
does not import any machine intended for the workshops. 

The Verviers manufacturers take care to keep themselves well 
posted up, by incessant journeys to England, France, and Germany, 
in all the alterations and improvements which research and 
experience find out in manufacture. 

The working population of the Verviers district is, on the 
whole, industrious, intelligent, and honest. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF HorTICULTURE AT GENEVA, 

The Handels - Museum announces that an International ex- 
hibition of horticulture will be held at Geneva from the 19th to 
the 24th September next. Several prizes will be given, 


FRENCH OysTER FISHING. 


The Journal Officiel publishes a decree of the President of the 
French Republic, dated the 30th May, abolishing the annual 
close time for oysters, By this decree, oysters measuring over 
5 centimetres are allowed to be sold and bought at all seasons of 
the year, but those of lesser dimensions may only be sold and 
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bought for purposes of cultivation. The decree makes exceptions 
for Arcachon and Brest, for which special regulations exist. The 
reasons for which in 1882 a close time from 15th June to Ist 
September was established were (1) to prevent the destruction of 
broods, and to assist the re-stocking of private and public grounds ; 
and (2) to guard the public against oyster poisoning. It is now, 
however, found that the grounds are getting overstocked, and 
that oyster poisonings are rare occurrences. 

With reference to this question, the French Journal Officiel for 
Ist July prints the report which M. Bouchon-Brandely, Inspector- 
General of Marine Fisheries in France, has made to the Minister 
of Marine on the subject of the cultivation and condition of the 
natural oyster-banks of Brittany. He visited St. Malo, where he 
reports the Roma, a river in which oysters have grown for the 
last 50 years, as being a spot eminently faveurable for experiments, 
on a large scale, in the improved cultivation of this shell-fish, 
The oysters have been wastefully neglected in the Roma, and at 
the present time the industry appears to be almost ruined, but to 
be capable, with a little care, of being restored to a con- 
dition of very great importance. Proceeding westward, he 
found the Bay of St. Brieuc, once a rich oyster field, entirely 
destroyed by the reckless use of the dredge. <A little further, 
at Tréguier, he found the oyster-beds still existing which 
produce the famous Breton oyster, a fish rather larger than the 
Ostend variety, and not a whit inferior to it in flavour, A 
report that the oyster was about to disappear from Tréguier has 
caused a great deal of local alarm. M. Bouchon-Brandely was 
informed that the beds were ruined, that a disease had decimated 
the oysters; on personal examination he found these alarmist 
reports to be exaggerated. The story of the disease originated 
from the fact that a temporary destruction of oysters was pro- 
duced ky some lime which fell into the creek when the new bridge 
was being constructed. But this has long ceased to have any noxious 
effect. It is, nevertheless, true that the oyster-beds of Tréguier 
are far from being in a prosperous condition. The fishermen have 
fished to excess, in spite of all official warnings ; they have left 
the beds no rest or time for growth. The report suggests a return 
to the regulations of 1750, by which oyster-fishing in the creek 
of Tréguier was permitted only once in six years; or, if this be 
considered too long a close season for practical purposes, to pro- 
hibit the fishing for two years at least, during that period to 
cleanse and tend the beds, to check the wastefulness of the people 
of the locality, who are in the habit of helping themselves freely 
to oysters, and to arrange that an ordinary tide, and not the 
lowest tide in the year, should be chosen for the periodical general 
fishery. 

The report speaks with considerable bitterness of the total 
destruction of the once flourishing oyster-beds of the Roads of 
Brest, ruined by every kind of wasteful and improvident 
fishing. It is of opinion that these beds deserve to be re- 
planted, and that, if decent care be taken to protect them, there 
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is no reason why they should not flourish. But it will be 
necessary, by some penal regulation, to check poaching; and 
M. Bouchon-Brandely believes that the expense of maintaining 
keepers on the oyster-beds would be amply repaid by the profits 
which would result from the prevention of poaching. Along the 
coast of the Morbihan the oyster-beds were found to be in a con- 
dition much less exhausted than in Finistére, and to be recovering. 
In the neighbourhood of Vannes a little steamer goes to and fro, 
watching the oyster-beds, and secing that they are not disturbed 
by poachers, a proceeding which has been found to be of 
excellent service in preserving the fish, At every point 
M. Bouchon-Brandely found that the rapacity of the dredgers 
aud the constant disturbance of the young shells had been 
the principal causes of that rapid decline in the value of the 
Breton oyster-beds—a decline which has induced the Ministry of 
Marine to entrust him with these investigations. 


Tne FRENCH SARDINE FISHERY. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
learns from Rennes (France) that the maritime population, which 
had been in straitened circumstances for many years, have 
landed during the present season some very fine catches, ‘lhe 
abundance of sardines and mackerel is extraordinary, but it has 
conduced, unhappily, to the Jowering of prices. On the coast of 
Brittany, in order to get rid of the stock, the sardines have had 
to be sold to the farmers for manure. 


CommerciAL Mcusrum at ORAN. 

The French Journal Officiel for 3rd July states that the 
President of the Council, by a decision of the 19th of June, has 
sanctioned the creation of a commercial museum by the Chamber 
of Commerce of Oran, in Algeria. 


Tue In Cop-Fisu at Ovorro. 


The following information respecting the trade in cod-fish at 
Oporto is extracted from the last report of the French Vice- 
Consul at that port :— 

There are no imports of undried cod into Oporto. The dried 
cod come from England and Norway. The average arnual 
import is 11,060 tons, of which about one-third comes from 
Norway. 

In 1888 the general imporis of cod-fish were 11,483,783 kilos., 
distributed as follows :— 

a, 8,342,884 kilos. of English cod, at an average price of 
28 francs per 60 kilos., good quality (including cost, freight, and 
insurance) delivered on the quay at Oporto, 
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b. 3,140,854 kilos. of Norwegian cod (including 68,000 kilos, 
coming from Iceland) averaging in price 25 francs per 60 kilos., 
good quality. 

French cod-fish does not appear on the market. The reasons 
are two, namely, the difference in preparation which has always 
caused a preference for English and the inactivity of the French 
exporters in introducing this article into Oporto. 


ALMERIA AND Linarks RatLWway. 


The Spanish Gaceta de Madrid for 18th June announces that 
the Spanish Government has definitely conceded to the General 
Bank of Madrid the construction and working of the railway from 
Almeria to Linares. The Government grants to the bank a 
subvention of more than a million pounds, and exemption from 
import duty on all material to be used for ten years in the 
construction and fitting out of the line. Further particulars were 
published in the Gaceta de Madrid for 7th April last. 


AtcouoLic TAXATION IN ITALY. 


The Journal dela Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople says 
that the taxation of alcohols in Italy has recently been the subject 
of discussions in the Italian Parliament. The Bill which has been 
deposited in the Chamber of Deputies aims at benefiting the 
distillation of wines, in order to furnish a market to a commodity 
which has bee» non-existent since the rupture of the commercial 
relations with France. The probable result, continues the Journal, 
will be a diminution of the Treasury receipts because of the 
reduction of the present rate, and a slight diminution of the means 
of control. Compensation is looked for in the diminution of 
smuggling. 


Propuction oF Sourn WINEs. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for 20th June quotes 
from a letter addressed by the Swiss Consul-General at Naples to 
his Government, as follows :— 

“The production of wines in 1888, in the provinces of Southern 
Ltaly, has been smaller in quantity than that of the preceding year. 
As to quality, with the exception of some provinces where it has 
been excellent, it has generally been unsatisfactory. Prices have 
remained as they were in 1887, 

‘In certain provinces, and in particular in that of Terra 
d’Otranto, the vines have not given the usual return, mainly owing 
to the severe heats of July and August, and to the prolonged 
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drought, which exercised a great influence over the development 
of the vine and the grapes. 

“Tn consequence of the rupture of the treaty of commerce with 
France, the export of Italian wine to that country was almost 
nil in 1888. Markets in other countries were sought for, but with 
small success. A certain quantity of wine continued to be sent 
to America, but with the exception of three or four houses which 
have successfully carried on this trade, it is not believed that any 
important business with America has been secured. A good deal 
has been exported to Aarau, Lucerne, and other towns of Switzer- 
land, but of a quality so inferior as to be likely to injure the 
reputation of Italian wine. The white wines of the neighbour- 
hood of Naples have been more in demand this last year in 
Switzerland than ever before. 

“Northern Italy now buys a large quantity of wine in the 
southern provinces. Most of these wines are very poor, or have 
begun to turn sour, and are used in distillation. The stock in 
warehouse at the close of the year was very considerable in 
quantity, so that if the vintage is abundant this year, the price of 
Italian wines will suffer a great depreciation.” 


Woot Propuction anp TRADE IN TURKEY. 


The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 13th June last 
contains the following information respecting the Turkish produc- 
tion and trade in wool :— 

The production of wool in Turkey amounts on an average to from 
23 to 24 million kilogrammes yearly, of which, up to recent years, 
more than half has been exported to various European countries 
of consumption, among which England occupies the premier 
position. 

One of the principal centres of production of wool in the 
empire, the vilayet of Aidin, supplies annually about 25,000 quintals 
of wool. Last year the exports by way of Smyrna totalled 
18,000 quintals (the quintal is equal to 564 kilogrammes). 
However, it should be remarked that it is by Smyrna that the 
exportation of the wools of Anatolia, and more particularly of 
those of Koniah, Caesarea, Kara, Hissar, Aleppo, &c. are effected, 
These are considered the best wools in the country. 

Wools exported vid Smyrna are generally sent to England, 
Germany, and France, 77@ Marseilles, whence a portion goes to 
America ; they are for the greater part forwarded in the grease. 

Local industry uses wools of these different kinds for the 
manufacture of carpets called Ketchés, Gherdous, Koulés, &c., 
products so well known in Asia Minor. 

The vilayet of Salonica is also a centre of very valuable wools. 
The manufacture of carpets and of ordinary cloths has within the 
last few years so developed that the export of wool is sensibly 
diminishing each year by reason of the needs of local consump- 
tion. However, in 1887, the exports amounted in quantity to 
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about 300,000 kilogrammes, of an approximate value of 450,000 
francs. 

These wools in the grease are exported to France and 
America, 

The average annual production of wouis in Turkey, amounting 
to nearly 24 million kilogrammes, is divided into two categories : 
Kasaphochi and Kirpmaceh. 

These two qualities are supplied by the following provinces :— 


Kilogrammes. 

Turkey in Europe - - - 2,600,000 
Constantinople - - - 1,000,000 
Kurdistan and Van - - - 5,200,000 
Koniah, Angora, Eski-Chehis - 10,900,000 
Syria, Baghdad, Ge. - - - 3,600,000 
Total - - - 23,300,000 


Of this quantity there were exported nearly 16 million kilos. in 
1886, and the remainder is used, for the greater part, in Turkey 
by native industry. 

Mohair or goats’ hair merits special mention ; for several years 
the principal markets for this article have been the manufacturing 
towns in America, where the exports are generally made vid 
Liverpool and Bradford. 

In 1887, the quantity of mohair exported by this route amounted 
to 20,000 bales, that is to say, more than two million kilos., worth 
on an average 2°25 francs per kilog. 

France purchases little goats’ hair from Turkey, it being mostly 
sent directly to England and America. 

With reference to the manufacture of Smyrna carpets, the 
French Consul at Smyrna writes as follows :— 

The value of the industry in Smyrna carpets now reaches the 
approximate figure of 4,000,000 frances, The wool needed for the 
manufacture is bought raw in the country; the bleaching and 
washing is done by the artizans themselves, There are three 
principal centres, Ouchak, Koula, and Ghiordés, where carpets of 
various dimensions are made, but the same processes are in vogue 
in them all. Women undertake the weaving, while men prepare 
the wools and dye them. In some places the work is put out to 
persons who undertake it at home, and in fact the centralisation 
of the whole industry in a single factory is quite the exception. 

Several manufacturers possess patterns, which are, for the greater 
part, copies of ancient carpets, and which they preserve with 
jealous care. The speciality at Ghiordés is the reproduction, 
with considerable exactitude, of Persian designs. At Ouchak 
carpets are made which have commonly a red ground with 
decorative patterns of pale green and blue; these are woven of a 
longer wool, on a thick woof. The colours employed are red, 
which is extracted from madder and cochineal, indigo for the blue 
passages, and buckthorn berries for the yellow ones. These 
colours are of native production, except that the indigo comes 
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from the Indies and that a certain portion of the cochineal is 
imported from France. It is well, moreover, to recollect those 
delicate and various dyes which distinguish Oriental carpets are 
fixed by the artizans themselves in reference to formulas which 
have come down to them froma high antiquity, by the help of 
which they decide what proportion to use in the mixture of 
colours. 

As far as chemical dyes are concerned, there appears to be still 
a very limited employment of them. Manufacturers have tricd 
repeatedly to take aniline colours as the base of their work, but 
these are found to fade very rapidly. At one time the Ottoman 
Government intended to prohibit altogether the use of these dyes, 
which, it is believed, would ultimately ruin that which is now the 
only prosperous industry of the country, by destroying the 
prestige of the Turkish carpets. It is, hesides, impossible at a 
distance from the seat of manufacture, to prepare the shades, 
which have to be infinitely varied. In order to have the colours 
they require prepared in Furope the manufacturer would have to 
supply, not merely a pattern, but the actual series of tints which 
he requires. 

Certain manufacturers, impressed with the fact that the finest 
antique carpets are leaving Turkey for the markets of Europe and 
America, are afraid that the removal from the sight of their own 
workmen of what was really the stimulating models of their art 
will in itself lead to a decline in the quality of this industry, and 
they look with marked disfavour on the growing scarcity of the 
carpets which they depend upon as the patterns for their artizans. 
The principal manufacturers of Smyrna carpets are, at Ouchak, 
MM. Giraud (a French house), M. d’Andria (Ttalian), and MM. 
Halif and Polako (Austrian), all of whom do a large business in 
ordinary carpets. 


Tue Saronica Trapre 1x Rep Pimento, 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople has 
the following particulars with respect to the Salonica crop of red 
pimento in 1888 :— 


The province of Salonica produced, in 1888, 700,000 okes of 
red pimento. The export of the annual production is distributed 
as follows :—45 per cent. is sent to the different countries of 
Western Europe ; 30 per cent. to Bulgaria, Servia, and Austria- 
Hungary ; and 25 per cent. consumed in Turkey. 
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SERICULTURE IN THE PROVINCE OF SMYRNA. 


The following information respecting sericulture in the pro- 
vince of Smyrna is taken from the last report of the French 
Consul-General at that port :— 

Before 1860, the rearing of the silkworm was of some im- 
portance in the province of Smyrna, the annual production 
exceeded 300,000 kilogrammes of cocoons, which were sent 
principally to France and Italy. At the time of the appearance 
of the pebrine in Europe, the ordinary clients of Smyrna having 
increased their orders for purchases, the sales of fresh cocoons 
realised very remunerative prices. This prosperous condition of 
affairs was not of long duration. The disease was not long, in 
fact, in reaching the Enst, and ruined the silk industry in this 
portion of Asia Minor. In 1870 the approximate quantity of the 
crop did not exceed 50,000 kilogrammes. The gradual fall in 
prices, moreover, which followed the extension of production in 
Japan, gave the last blow to this source of income; in some 
districts the mulberry trees have been uprooted and destroyed. 

At the present time a few peasants only continue to rear the 
silkworm in the districts of Baindiv, Thyra, Pergamus, Odemich, 
Payamboli, Cassaba, Magnesia, Parsa, Nymphio, Menemen, 
Vourla, Ahissav, Nazli, Aidin, Alacheiv, Kirkaghatch, Balu- 
kessev; but the production is insignificant and has much 
degenerated in quality on account of the very primitive processes 
which are used, and the little care taken in the selection of the 
worm. The greater part of the cocoons obtained is spun moreover 
in the country, and is not exported. 

Quite recently, however, a number of Smyrna merchants have 
been seeking the means of regenerating this industry; they have 
obtained from Switzerland eggs of the yellow species, which had 
almost disappeared from the country, where it formerly formed 
almost the whole amount of the production. ‘They have also 
obtained cards prepared after the Pasteur method, and have 
realised excellent results from them, Their first experiments, 
consisting in crossing the native worm with the Japanese kinds, 
have only produced inferior silks. 

The annual harvest does not now amount to more than 15,000 
kilogrammes of fresh cocoons in the whole of the province. Two- 
thirds of this quantity are kept for local wants; so that the 
exports scarcely reach 5,000 kilogrammes, of which about half is 
sent to France. 

The price of the kilogramme of native yellow cocoons, before 
the appearance of disease, was 5 francs; in 1859 and 1860, the 
kilogramme was worth up to 10 franes; in 1870 the former 
prices were again realised, but following a descending scale, to 
come to 2 franes, the present quotation. 

Several spinning mills were established in the environs of 
Smyrna at the time of the large production of cocoons; the 
number of these factories was six, of which the most important 
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belonged to a French firm. These mills hada total of 500 spindles, 
and produced from 25,000 to 30,000 kilogrammes of silk, of which 
three-fourths were exported to France and Italy. They were finally 
closed in 1861. 


AGRICULTURE IN CILICIA. 


The Levant Herald for the 24th June last publishes a letter 
from its correspondent at Tarsus, containing the following notes 
with reference to the state of agriculture in Cilicia :— 

“ T have already informed you of the failure of the barley and 
wheat crops, owing to the drought of March and April, which 
continued until about three weeks ago, and drove agriculturists 
to despair about their cotton and sesame. Then a downpour set 
in, and torrents of rain feil daily in different parts of the plain, 
so that all the lowlands of the province were inundated. Thus, 
instead of the total loss with which the country was threatened, 
it is believed that the cotton and sesame crops will be double 
what they were last year. It is a fact that not only the cotton 
seed sown this season has sprung up, but also in all the fields 
the plants of last year, which there was not cold enough in winter 
to kill, have also sprouted from the roots in the most healthy state, 
so that it is supposed now, that the cotton produce of this year, 
which but a few weeks ago was reckoned at nil, will not be less 
than one hundred thousand bales. 

* Mersina, Tarsus, and Adana are entirely surrounded by vast 
gardens and extensive orchards containing immense numbers of 
mulberry trees which have been planted either for their fruit or 
for vines to climb thereupon. ‘Three years ago silk-worm cultiva- 
tion was nominal, and the silk tithe of the whole province could 
hardly amount to 20/. A certain Mr. Andreas Thomas, a native 
of Damascus, and now a merchant residing in Beyrout, came out 
here three years ago, bringing with him a quantity of French 
silk-worm seed prepared at Var, in paper boxes containing one 
ounce each, which he distributed among gardeners under the 
stipulation that the fifth or sixth portion of the crop should be 
given to him for the value of the seed and for the expense of 
several persons whom he expressly procured from the Lebanon 
in order to instruct and superintend the rearing of the silk- 
worms. The experiment has admirably succeeded, and _ the 
average return of every box was 30 okes of cocoons. Con- 
sequently emulation has been aroused, and many families have 
come from the Lebanon with Var silk seed for the purpose of 
following the example of Mr. Thomas. Many merchants and 
others have procured vast quantities of mulberry trees from 
Syria, and made extensive plantations. Mr. Andreas Thomas 
alone has planted 20,000 trees, and is also growing mulberry 
plants from seeds. The tithe of the silk produce of the province 
which three years ago would hardly fetch £t. 20, has this year 
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been sold in cash for £t. 500, for Mersina, Tarsus, and Adana 
alone. It is furthermore hoped that within half a dozen years or 
so the silk product of this province will become one of its principal 
resources. 

“ In consequence of the late drought Sirri Pasha came down here 
last week for the purpose of devising means to utilise the waters 
of the Cydnus for irrigation. He went to a spot at the foot of 
the Taurus where once the celebrated Ibrahim Pasha, of Egypt, 
had built dykes for the express purpose of turning the water trom 
both sides of the river on to the plain. It is estimated that to 
reconstruct the barrages and excavate canals on both sides of 
the river to a certain distance, the expense would not exceed 
5,000. From these canals the villagers at their own expense 
would draw down the water by ditches on both sides of the river, 
to irrigate their lands as far as the sea. No better idea can be 
contrived for the real and general prosperity of the province, and 
I helieve the Agricultural Bank would not shrink from incurring 
the necessary expense. Sirri Pasha, at the expense of the 
Agricultural Bank has ordered the railway engineers to come 
and survey the locality where they are at work now. 

“Part of M. Mavromati’s cotton spinning mill was set to work 
a few months since, and to the great satisfaction of everybody is 
now twisting one bale of cctton per day. 

“The apricot crop has this year been so immense that people do 
not know what use to make of the fruit, which is allowed to lie 
on the spot in heaps and to rot. Apricots are sold at five paras 
per oke, that is to say, 10d. per cwt., while their kernels alone 
are worth double that value.” 


TRADE IN ROUMANIAN WOOL. 


The French Vice-Consul at Kustendjé states, in a letter dated 
June 8th, that the product of wools in the Kustendjé district (the 
province of Dobrodja), in 1888 amounted to only 900,000 kilos., 
while it reached, in 1887, 1,500,000 kilos, that is to say, 
600,000 kilos. less in the case of 1888. This great decrease is 
wholly attibuted to the unusual duration of the winter of 1887-88, 
in the course of which the raisers of horned cattle were obliged, 
for want of fodder, to seli at least a quarter of their stock, at 
wretched prices, to the Constantinople merchants. Of these 
900,000 kilos., 644,535 were bought at 112 francs the 100 kilos. 
by Roumanian manufacturers. The remainder, amounting to 
255,465, were exported as follows :—156,255 kilos. to France, 
57,800 kilos. to Bulgaria, 39,000 kilos. to Germany, 2,410 kilos. 
to Turkey. 

The Dobrodja wools begin to be appreciated in Roumania itself, 
and it is expected that in the present year the manufacturers of 
that country will altogether monopolise them, the prices at which 
they are offered preventing the French merchants from buying 
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them under the advantageous conditions which they enjoyed in 
the past. In 1888, the French representatives were not in a 
position to offer more 110 fr. the 100 kilos., while the Rouma- 
nians paid 112 fr., so that it was not until the latter had taken 
their departure that any attention was paid to other proposals. 


SERVIAN TRADE. 


The Hungarian Revue de U Orient publishes the following table 
of the production and exports of Servia during the year 1888 :— 


| 
| Production. | Exports. 
| 
| 

Wheat - - | 247,500,000 kilos. 72,219.576 kilos. 
Rye - - - - 71,500,000 2,593,110 ,, 
Barley - 93,500,000 _,, 2,096,928 
Oats” - 71,500,000 ,, 5,757,943 ,, 
Maize - - - 342,000,000 8,953,390 ,, 
Hemp - - - 5,609,000, 732,189 
Plums - - - 31,998,93L ,, 
Wine 81,000,000 ,, 6,565,233 
Brandy - - - 256,296, 
Horses - - - — 3,045 head. 

‘OWS - - - 4,095 
Calves - - 
Shee - - - 53,540 
- - } 3,400,000 { | 5,724 ,, 
Goats = 600,000 8,012 ,, 
Pigs - - | 2,150,000 sg, 186,392 


The Revue remarks that these figures show that the Servians 
have not found hitherto foreign markets sufficient for any of 
their articles, except plums, and that a Bourse ought, without 
delay, to be established at Belgrade. 


Port Works at YOKOHAMA. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the ist June last says 
that the construction of a new port at Yokohama is definitely 
decided upon. M. Oki, governor of the ken of Kanagawa, has 
received definite instructions to commence the works. 

It is alsc announced that the new docks company at Yokohama 
will contruct three large docks and a small one, the latter for 
repairing steamboats. The estimated expenditure amounts to 
1,500,000 yens. 


j 
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Tosacco CULTIVATION IN EGypt. 


A correspondent of the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Constantinople, writing from Mansourah with reference to tobacco 
cultivation in Egypt, says :— 

Tobacco cultivation this year has largely developed in the pro- 
vince, in spite of the increase of taxes. The preference given to 
this crop by farmers is due to the increase in the prices of tobacco, 
which is worth, according to qualities, from 6 to 14 piastres per 
oke, the feddan in good years yielding more than 800 okes. 

In the single district of Mansourah, the tobaccos cultivated this 
year cover more than 70 feddans. The clandestine plantations 
of 29 more feddans have been destroyed by the Government 
agents. 

The tobacco plants have been attacked by a worm which the 
fellahs have not succeeded in destroying. Some of them have had 
the idea of sowing grass between the plants, and in spite of all 
expectation, this simple plan has perfectly succeeded. The worms 
keep in the grass, and seldom attack the higher branches. It is 
sufficient to mow regularly the grass where the larve and worms 
swarm to rid the crops of these pests. 


Tur ADULTERATION OF LARD IN THE UNITED STATEs. 


The following information respecting the adulteration of lard 
in the United States is extracted from a memorandum recently 
issued from the Agricultural Department of the Privy Council 
Ofiice :— 

Tt appears from a report just published by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and prepared under the direction of 
the chemist at the head of the division of chemistry, that lard ia 
very largely adulterated with cotton-sced oil and fat from animals 
other than pigs. 

Lard is technically the fat of certain parts of the pig. This is 
the British idea of lard, but according to the chemist of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, lard is a term applied 
to the fat of the slaughtered hog, separated from the other tissues 
by the aid of heat; but he admits that the heads and much of 
the viscera and other parts of the animal are put into the 
* rendering tanks,” and, indeed, by the definitions of the Chicago 
Board of ‘Trade, any part of the hog containing fat can be legally 
used for the manufacture of lard. 

With respect to the fat of other animals than pigs, it is stated 
that oleo-stearine, made chiefly from the caul fat of cattle, is 
employed to a considerable extent to adulterate lard. This is 
produced in open kettles, the tallow resulting from this is placed 
in cars ina “ granulating room,” where it is allowed to remain 
at a temperature of from 80° to 90° Fahr. The contents of 
the cars are then mixed and placed on a revolving table, where 
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they are made into cakes. These are wrapped in strong cotton 
cloths and placed in a press, where a gradual pressure at 
90° Fahr., becoming very strong at the end, is applied for 
one or two hours. The expressed oil, known as oleo-oil, is 
used in the manufacture of butterine. The stearine is removed 
from the press as white hard cakes, and is used for adulterating 
lard. 

It is said concerning beef fat that before the day of oleo- 
margarine all fat rendered from the tissues of cattle was known 
commercially as tallow. Since then differentiation has taken 
place and the term tallow is no longer sufficient to designate the 
several products obtained from the rendered fat of the beef: 
There is first “butter stock,” which is rendered from the caul 
fat at a low temperature, and from which is manufactured by 
means of pressure, Ist, oleo-oil; 2nd, oleo-stearine, beef-stearine. 

A fine article of mutton tallow is also sometimes used in 
lard, but the objection to the flavour is sufficient to limit its use 
to a small amount. 

The term “ refined lard ” has long been used, says the chemist, 
to designate a lard composed chiefly of cotton oil and stearine. 
The largest manufacturers of this kind of lard have now 
abandoned the term, and are using the label “lard compound ” 
instead. This, it is added, is but just to the consumers of this 
article, who are likely to be misled by the term “refined lard.” 

The natural lard in a state of fusion, the stearine from beef 
fat, and the refined white cotton-seed oil are measured in the 
proper proportions and placed in a tank at a temperature of 
120° to 160° Fahr. These various ingredients are thoroughly 
mixed by means of paddles worked by machinery. After it is 
mixed the compound lard is passed into artificial coolers, where it 
is chilled as soon as possible. From thence it is run off into small 
tin cans or large packages and prepared for market. 

In external appearance and to an unskilled person it is said 
that adulterated lards are not appreciably different from the 
pure article. “ An expert, however, is generally able to tell by 
* taste, odour, touch, and grain, a mixed lard from a pure one. 
« There is usually enough lard in the adulterated article to give 
* it the taste and odour of a genuine one. Mixtures of fat have 
“ been made and perhaps sold as lard which contained no hog’s 
grease whatever.” 

Alluding to statements that other adulterants of not so 
harmless a nature are used in making lard, the chemist remarks: 
« Among these substances dead hog grease, or dead hog stearine, 
** is the one most frequently mentioned. The term dead hog 
* grease is used to indicate the oil or lard obtained from animals 
“ which die of disease, or are smothered in transportation, or 
* die on the way to the slaughtering houses. The fat of animals 
“ recently dead, unless death takes place from disease, and taken 
* before decomposition sets in, has chemically the same 
** characteristics as that derived from animals slaughtered. If, 
“ however, the animals had been dead some time a considerable 
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“‘ decomposition of the glycerines takes place, and the amount 
“ of free acid in the fat is thus largely increased. Such fat also 
“ shows a distinctly unpleasant odour, by which it can be readily 
* detected from genuiue lard.” 

Pea-nut oil and other vegetable oils are also mentioned as lard 
adulterants, but of tiese the chemist remarks: “ While it may be 
“ true that many attempts have been made to use the above 
“ substances in the adulteration of lard on a small scale, it is 
“ also quite true that such attempts have never attained any 
** importance from a commercial point of view.” 


CONSUMPTION OF NITRATE OF SODA IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The South American Journal, in its issue of the 27th July, in 
illustration of the statement that the use of nitrate of soda is 
obtaining a firm footing in the United States, quotes the following 
statement of a leading New York firm :— 

The consumption at Charleston of nitrate of soda (used chiefly 
in the manufacture of artificial manures) is increasing to a 
remarkable extent. Up to this year Charleston has never taken 
more than one cargo of nitrate, but in 1889 we have succeeded 
in placing four cargoes, and have an inquiry for another. Hitherto 
great difficulty has been experienced by manufavturers in getting 
their artificial manure sufficiently dry for the distributors when 
mixed with nitrate of soda. Now, however, we learn that they 
have entirely overcome this difficulty, and the consequence is, as 
we have said, that they have taken four or five times as much 
nitrate of soda this year as in the past, and we think there is 
every prospect of a still further increase in the consumption. 


Propuction or Corron-Seep O1L 1n TExas. 


The following particulars respecting the production of cotton- 
seed oil in Texas are extracted from a recent report by the 
French Vice-Consul at Galveston :— 

The factories engaged in the cotton-seed oil trade in Texas 
produce annually 130,000 tons of oil-cake and five million gallons 
of oil. The latter article is forwarded to the manufacturing towns 
of the west and north, chiefly to Chicago, Kansas City, St. Louis, 
and New York. It is used as burning oil, mainly in the mines, 
and it is largely used for the manufacture of soaps and candles ; 
this is the use to which it is honestly put. The unscrupulous 
find it most profitable in many commercial adulterations. Refined, 
it is sold for olive oil; mixed in certain proportions with tallow, 
it assumes in the market the name of fat and lard. But the great 
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fraud was its substitution for butter. A law of the United States 
has put an end to this fraud by requiring the seller of oleo- 
margarine to declare the real nature of their product, and, for 
this reason, with very rare exceptions, artificial butters are no 
longer sold here except as such and at prices commensurate with 
their composition. 

It is possible that the fraud has found its way across the 
Atlantic and is now practised on the European side of the ocean. 
According to statistics published on the 7th November last, by 
the New York Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter, it appears that 
from the Ist September, the date of the opening of the cotton 
season, to the 3rd November 1888, the Netherlands imported from 
the United States 229,130 gallons of cotton-seed oil. Its imports 
of the same product during the same period of the previous year 
only amounted to 3,767 gallons. On the other hand, the butter 
trade in the Netherlands, already very considerable, goes on 
increasing. This simultanecus increase in the sale of butters and 
in the purchases of cotton-seed oil, may be only a curious co- 
incidence ; but the case seems worthy of attention and should be 
noticed. The export to Germany of cotton-seed oils has also 
increased in a large proportion. From the 1st September to the 
3rd November 1887, it was 1,849 gallons ; from the 1st September 
to the 3rd November 1888, it reached 60,204 gallons. 


Stsan Hemp TRADE AND COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF 
YUCATAN. 


In a letter to the South American Journal dated Merida, 
June 15th, a correspondent writes as follows in regard to the 
important progress of Yucatan :— 

“To give an idea of the importance of henequen (sisal hemp), 
over 100,000 bales will be exported for the first six months of 
this year, representing a value of over 5,000,000 dols. Last 
year’s export reached 214,069 bales, weighing over 76,000,000 lbs., 
and of a value of over 10,000,000 dols. gold. You can therefore 
easily realise how an article grown from the soil, with little or no 
cost attached to it, selling now at the rate of 50/. to 55/. per ton, 
must enrich Yucatan, which, all told, has not a population of more 
than 300,000 inhabitants. Yucatan, in fact, is now so prosperous 
that money is a drug; people do not know what to do with it, 
and they are willing to buy all kinds of goods, even the most 
costly. As I said before, here is a most favourable field for 
English commerce.” 
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IMMIGRATION INTO THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 20th June last 
publishes a despatch from the Frenck Minister at Buenos Ayres 
containing the following remarks respecting the subject of immi- 
gration into the Argentine Republic :— 

“ Tt is difficult to arrive at the exact proportions of the foreign 
element residing in the Argentine Republic; no general census 
has been taken on this head. A publication which will shortly be 
officially issued shows that, since the beginning of the year 1857 
up to the end of the year 1888, 1,374,797 immigrants entered 
Argentine soil. The Italian element would constitute 65:25 per 
cent. of this figure ; the Spanish, 14°61 per cent.; the French, 9°26 
per cent.; the English, 2°31 per cent.; the Swiss, 1°82 per cent. ; 
the Austrian, 1°69 per cent.; the German, 1°54 per cent. ; the Belgian, 
0°78 per cent.; and other, 2°73 per cent. But in this figure of 
1,374,797 individuals only appear those who have disembarked in 
the Argentine Republic. It is necessary to take account of those 
emigrants who have quitted it to return to their native country, 
and to find out the proportion between both, if it is desired to 
show the number of foreigners residing in the Argentine Republic. 
The materials are wanting to estimate this difference before the 
year 1871, and moreover, before this time, immigration was not 
largely developed. But after 1871 the statistics up to the year 

1886 give the figures of the excess of immigration over emigration. 
From 1871 to 1886, that is to say, for a period of 16 years, 
893,569 immigrants arrived and 259,303 emigrants departed, 
which gives in favour of immigration an excess of 624,266 indi- 
viduals, and which shows that during this lapse of time the 
emigration diminished by more than one-fourth (29 per cent.) the 
total of the immigration. In this 16 years’ immigration the 
Italians number approximately 391,454 persons, Spaniards 
80,942, French 60,538, English 16,502, Swiss 13,403, Germans 
11,021, Austrians 10,834, Belgians 3,000, Portuguese, 2,831, &c. 

“Tn 1887, 98,698 immigrants arrived over the sea, and in 
1888, 129,115, giving a total of 228,013, of which 142,168 were 
Italians, 41,103 Spaniards, 24.141 French, 4,831 Austrians, 
4,040 Belgians, 2,899 Swiss, 2,869 Germans, 2,464 English, 
217 North Americans. 

“Immigration thus amounted, from 1871 to 1888, to 862,279 
persons, including 533,626 Italians, 122,045 Spaniards, 84,679 
French, 18,966 English, 13,890 Germans, 7,049 Belgians. The 
statistics, however, of the years 1887 and 1888 do not show the 
number of emigrants. 

* Be it as it may, the Italians are in number by far the strongest 
in the Argentine Republic. Then come the Spaniards, then the 
French, and, much less, the English, Germans, Belgians ; and 
notwithstanding England occupies by a long way the first place 
in the import trade, France the second, Germany the third, 
the United States the fourth, Belgium the fifth, whilst Italy only 
occupies the sixth, and Spain the seventh.” 
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Tue PopuLatTion oF CHILI 


The Chilian Times for the 8th June last contains the following 
note as to the population of Chili :— 

The census of 1885 gave to Chili a total population of 
2,527,320 inhabitants. Of this number 1,263,645 were males, 
and 1,263,675 were females. This gave an excess of only 
30 females over the males. Of single males there were 875,872, 
and of single females 826,742. Married males amounted to 
343,219, and married females to 344,877. Widowers numbered 
44,232, and widows 91,591. Of divorced men there were 322, 
and of divorced women 465. 400,515 males and 330,748 females 
knew how to read; and 355,183 males and 279,444 females knew 
how to read and write. 62,374 males and 48,454 females 
attended the public schools. 


THE CoMMERCIAL PrRoGREsS OF UruGuay IN 1888. 


The South American Journal for the 27th July last, with 
reference to the commercial progress of Uruguay in 1888, 
says :— 

We observe in El Siglo, of Montevideo, a résumé of the 
commercial statistics of Uruguay for the year 1888, which have 
been published in advance of the annual statement issued by the 
National Department of Statistics. The following are the 
principal figures :-—Value of imports, 29,477,448 dols.; value of 
exports, 28,008,254 dols.; total, 57,485,702. Beneath, are the 
figures for the 10 previous years :— 


Importation. Exportation. Total. 
| 

| | 

| Dols. | Dols. | Dols. 
1879 15,949,903 | 16,645,961 32,595,864 
1880 19,478,868 19,752,201 39,231,069 
1881 17,918,884 | 20,229,512 38,148,396 
1882 18,174,800 H 22,062,934 40,237,734 
1883 20,322,311 | 25,221,664 | 45,543,975 
1884 24,550,074 | 24,759,485 | 49,309,559 
1885 25,275,476 | 25,253,036 | 50,528,512 
1886 20,194,655 23,811,986 | 44,006,641 
1887 24,615,944 18,671,996 | 43,287,940 
1888 29,477,448 | 28,008,254 57,485,702 


From the above it appears that the exports for the year 
1887-88 have increased by more than nine millions of dollars, 
and that of imports by nearly five millions. 

Taking into consideration the relative smallness of its popula- 
tion, Uruguay is ahead of any other South American State. 

The value of imports to the Argentine Republic in 1888 is 
stated to have been 95 million dollars, and that of exports 
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69 millions, both sums estimated in paper money, which, when 
reduced to gold, will show that the total commercial movement 
for the year amounted to about 110 million dollars (gold). Taking 
the population of the Argentine Republic at 34 millons, this 
will correspond to about 15 dols. per head. As against this, the 
population of Uruguay is only about 800,000, and therefore, 
according to the statistics given, the foreign commerce in 1888 
amounted to 72 dols. (gold) per head. 

If we take exports alone we find that, whereas every Argentine 
produces about 13 dols., every Uruguayan produces 35 dols. 

The tables were not sufficiently completed to give full details 
of the imports and exports, but the following results with regard 
to the latter were extracted :—Live animals, 853,640 dols. ; 
pastoral and saladero produce, 24,221,069 dols.; agricultural 
produce, 1,722,629 dols. ; various products, 1,090,954 dols.; ships’ 
provisions, 119,962 dols. Total, 28,008,254 dols. 

In order to show the progress in this respect we give below the 
statistics of these same items for the last five years :— 


—_— | 1884, | 1885. 1886. | 1887. | 1888, 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Live animals : - 624,692 762,255 656,246 799,649 858,640 


Pastoral and saladero produce 23,336,420 | 23,462,518 | 21,735,265 | 16,501,265 | 24,221,069 
Agricultural produce . - 302,537 633,797 976,041 712,374 1,422,629 


Various products ~ - 384,232 313,904 393,968 579,598 1,090,954 
Ships’ provisions - - 111,604 80,562 50,466 79,110 119,962 
Totals - - | 24,759,485 | 25,253,036 | 23,811,986 | 18,671,995 | 28,008,254 


The considerable augmentation in the export of pastoral and 
saladero produce may be partially explained by the great accumu- 
lation which could not be exported in the year 1884, owing to 
the clesing of the Brazilian ports through quarantine, and to the 
depreciation in value of these products in European markets. 
The most striking progress has been made in the agricultural 
branch, which has more than quadrupled within the last five 
years, and native wine now forms a considerable item of produce. 


JAPANESE MATCHES. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 9th July last, with 
reference to the Japanese production of matches, says :— 

In view of all that has been written and said lately as to the 
successful competition of Japanese matches with British and 
other foreign manufactures in Asiatic markets, a report which has 
been published by the Tokio Fucho on the match trade of Tokio 
is of especial interest. The quantity of matches manufactured in 
Tokio last year was 20,181 cases of 600 dvzen boxes each, valued 
at yen 214,922, the average price per case being yen 10°65. 
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Match making in Japan was first started either in 1873 or 1874, 
but was not fully developed, and the conditions existent up to 
1882 are not ascertainable. Since that time, however, the 
demand has been increasing every year, and the quantity 
manufactured also shows signs of augmentation. Now, if we 
compare the quantity and value, 13,626 cases, and yen 238,455, 
of the matches manufactured in 1883, with the quantity and 
value, 20,181 cases, and yen 214,922 of the matches manufactured 
last year, it appears that while the quantity manufactured 
increased by 6,555 cases, the amount realised decreased by yen 
23,533, which is a large sum for the manufacturers to lose. The 
value of matches, which was yen 17°50 per case in 1883, fell to 
yen 10°65 in 1888, so that in the short space of six years a 
difference of yen 6°85 per case is observed. Although this fall 
may be attributed to the experience obtained in the process of 
manufacture, and to the fall in the price of material, yet, to say 
the least, the fall is remarkable. When we see that the quantity 
manufactured has been increasing every year, notwithstanding 
the fall in the prices, it may be inferred that the demand is 
increasing in proportion to the fall of price. The reason why 
the export of matches to China has decreased so much in late years 
is because of the promiscuous manufacture of inferior qualities, 
the cheapness of the price alone being aimed at. This being so, 
the demand for Japanese matches was closed in China. The 
above was the first cause of the decrease in our export of this 
article, while another is the increase in the demand for phos- 
phorus matches for China lately. Matches of this description 
are imported and sold by foreign factories abroad, but they 
+ vt be made in this country, as their manufacture is pro- 
ibited, 


InpIAN Ratiway STATISTICS FOR 1888-89. 


The following account of the working of Indian railways during 
the official year 1888-89 is taken from the report of Lieut.-Col. 
L. Conway-Gordon, Director-General of Railways :— 

The length of railways open for traffic in India at the end of 
1887-88 was 14,383 miles; the length added during 1888-89 was 
886 miles. Deducting certain branch lines which have been closed 
ye total length of open line at the end of 1888-89 was 15,245 
miles. 

The chief sections opened during the year 1888-89 were 
110 miles of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 303 miles of the 
Indian Midland Railway, and 222 miles of the Toungoo-Mandalay 
Extension. 

Of the total open line of 15,245 miles, 9,796 miles are worked 
by guaranteed, assisted, and other companies; 4,998 miles are 
worked by direct Government agency; and 451 miles are worked 
by native States. 

During the year sanction has been given for the construction of 
additional mileage to the extent of 680 miles, of which the more 
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important sections are: 166 miles between Tirupati and Dhar- 
mayaram ; 135 miles between Pakal and Villupuram ; 162 miles 
from Delhi to Kalka; and 98 miles from Patiala to Bhatinda. 

The total sanctioned mileage on 31st March 1889 was 
17,507 miles, showing an increase over the corresponding figures 
at the end of the previous year of 637 miles. 

Amongst the principal events which occurred during the year 
may be noticed the transfer to the State of the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Company’s undertaking on Ist January 1889, and the 
Railway Conference which was held at Simla in September 1888. 

Including unfinished lines, the total capital expendiiure on all 
railways up to 3lst December 1888 amounted to Rs. 20,408 lakhs, 
on which the capital outlay on open line, including suspense, was 
Rs. 19,304 lakhs. The average cost per mile of all open lines 
(excluding steamboat service and suspense) is Rs. 1,27,874, the 
average price of the broad gauge being Rs. 1,67,333, and that of 
the metre gauge Rs. 70,777. 

The gross receipts during the calendar year, inclusive of steam- 
boat services, were Rs. 19,76,44,749. Of this, 37°37 per cent. 
were earned by the guaranteed lines; 23°59 per cent. by the 
East Indian Railway, including the branch lines worked by it ; 
34°83 per cent. by the State Railways, excluding lines worked by 
the East Indian Railway; and the balance, 3°71 per cent., may 
be divided between the lines in native States and the lines owned 
by assisted companies, excluding the Tadrakeshwar Railway. 
The distribution of the earnings between coaching, goods, and 
miscellaneous, including steamboat, may be taken at 32-56 per 
cent., 64°71 per cent., and 2°73 per cent. respectively. 

The total working expenses amount to Rs. 9,87,43,474, or 
49°96 per cent. of the gross receipts ; the distribution under the 
different heads being as under: Maintenance, 14:12 per cent. ; 
Locomotive, 16°15 per cent.; Carriage and Waggon, 4°35 per 
cent.; Traffic, 798 per cent.; General, 5:26 per cent.; Steam- 
boat, 0°52 per cent. ; Special and Miscellaneous, 1°58 per cent. 

The net revenue realised was Rs. 9,89,01,275, giving a return 
on open line capital expenditure, including steamboat services and 
suspense, of 5°12 per cent. Excluding steamboat service, the 
amount was Rs, 9,87,52,959, yielding a per-centage of 5°32 on the 
capital cost, excluding steamboat services and suspense. 

It must, however, be borne in mind that this does not represent 
the financial gain to the State, but only the statistical result of 
working. Although it might be supposed that railways earning 
over 5 per cent. must bring in a gain to the State, this is not so 
in the case of the old guaranteed railways, since at the present rate 
of exchange it requires a return of from 6 to 7 per cent. in silver 
to remit the interest on the sterling capital of these companies, 
though it amounts to less than 5 per cent. in gold, 

The total number of passengers carried was 103,156,013, as 
compared with 95,411,779 in 1887, and the receipts from coaching 


traffic have amounted to Rs, 6,43,50,321, as compared with 
Rs, 6,03,10,678. 
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The aggregate tonnage moved has amounted to 22,393,202 tons, 
as compared with 20,195,677 tons, and the receipts from goods 
traffic have amounted to Rs. 12,79,03,904, as compared with 
Rs. 11,92,93,225 in 1887. 


The traffic in grain and seeds shows an increase compared with 
the preceding year of 343,512 tons, or 6°57 per cent., the actual 
figures being 5,226,876* tons for 1887, aud 5,570,388 tons for 
1888. 

The wheut traffic contrasts favourably with 1887, but not with 
the traffic in 1886. The quantities carried by the importing 
railways have been, during the past three years, as follows :— 
By the Great Indian Peninsula, 553,362 tons in 1886, 485,175 
tons in 1887, 523,082 tons in 1888; by the Bombay, Baroda, and 
Central India, 146,295 tons in 1886, 42,572 tons in 1887, 92,997 
tons in 1888; by the East Indian, 415,211 tons in 1886, 305,967 
tons in 1887, 260,550 tons in 1888 ; by the North-Western, 249,829 
tons in 1886, 130,714 tons in 1887, 298,602 tons in 1888 ; giving 
a total of 1,364,697 tons in 1886, 964,428 tons in 1887, and 
1,175,231 tons in 1888. 


The exports from the three chief ports have been as follows : — 
From Bombay 623,217 tons in 1886; 468,861* tons in 1887, 
489,823 tons in 1888; from Calcutta 338,414 tons in 1886, 
231,715 tons in 1887, 149,446 tons in 1888, from Kurrachee 
179,857 tons in 1886, 35,621* tons in 1887, 153,629 tons in 
1888 ; giving a total of 1,141,488 tons in 1886, 736,197 tons in 
1887, and 792,898 tons in 1888. 


The following tables show the financial results to the State of 
working the railways for the official year 1857-88. Figures for 
a later date are not available. 


The tables represent a net loss of Rs. 1,97,54,770 as under :— 


Losses— Rs. Rs. 
Guaranteed railways - - 87,88,989 
State lines leased to companies, open and un- 
open - ~ - - - 45,91,538 
State railways, military, open - ~ - | 1,27,17,975 
State railways, military, unopen - - 2,01,028 
State railways, commercial, unopen - - 14,92,352 
2,77,91,882 
Gains— 
East Indian Railway - - - - 57,01,0i3 
State Railway, commercial - - - 23,36,099 
80,37,112 
Net loss - - -|- - - 1,97,54,770 


It must, however, be remembered that the interest charges for 
the East Indian, Eastern Bengal, and North-Western Railways 
include annuities paid in England during the year to the extent 
of Rs. 2,39,08,600, in which is included a contribution for a sinking 


* As corrected in returns for 1888. 
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fund which is meant to reproduce the capital at the expiry of the 
period for which the annuity is to run. 

The large loss on guaranteed railways is mainly attributable to 
the comparatively high* rate at which the guaranteed interest has 
to be paid. Owing to the nature of its contract with guaranteed 
railway companies, the State has to pay interest at this rate 
until it enters into possession of the line, or is otherwise in a 
position to modify the contract, and it is consequently unable to 
obtain any advantage from the increasingly easy condition of the 
money market. That is to say, where the State could now raise 
money at 34, or even 3 per cent., to pay off loans raised at higher 
rates of interest, it must still continue to pay interest at or near 
the high average rate of 4% per cent. on the capital raised by 
guaranteed companies. 

The following statement gives the total number of persons 
killed and injured in connexion with railway working during the 
year 1888, Of passengers 42 were killed and 156 were injured ; 
of railway servants or servants of contractors 192 were killed and 
599 were injured; of other persons 248 were killed and 97 
injured; giving a total for all classes of 482 killed and 852 
injured. 


Inp1a’s Lanp TRADE. 


The Allahabad Pioneer Mail for the 23rd June last says :— 

The trade by land of British India with foreign countries for 
eleven months of the last financial year showed a decrease of 
nearly 15 lakhs as compared with that of the previous year, the 
decrease taking place entirely in the exports, as there was a 
satisfactory increase in the imports. This was chiefly due toa 
larger trade with Kashmir and Upper Burmah, as there was a very 
large falling off in the trade with ‘Tibet. The decrease in exports 
was general to almost all the countries in the list, especially in the 
case of “ Transfrontier-by-rail,” Kabul, Kashmir, and Upper 
Burmah. 


InDIAN SPECIE ImporRTs. 


The Calcutta Englishman (overland mail) for the 22nd June 
last, says 

The net value of gold imported to British India in the month 
of April was Rs. 60,37,316, and that of silver imported was 
Rs, 1,13,14,619, making the total net imports of the precious 
metals Rs. 1,73,51,935. The assay value of coins and bullion 
received in the Indian mints during the same period was 
Rs. 1,23,27,442, and of the same coined and examined Rs. 
1,10,12,043. 


i 


* Above 4 per cent. on a capital bearing interest of 57,913,457/. 
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BENGAL Opium SALRs. 


The following is extracted from the Calcutta Anglishman 
for the 22nd June last :— 

It is notified that in the calendar year 1890 not more than 
57,000 chests of Bengal opium will be offered for sale, and not 
more than 4,750 chests in each month of the year. Of the 
quantity to be offered for sale in each month, not more than 
2,500 chests will consist of Benares, and not more than 2,250 
chests of Patna opium, and no reduction will be made in this 
quantity without three months’ previous notice. 


Prtroteum Beps or Urrer Burmag, 


The Burmah Gazette contains the following account of a 
survey of the petroleum beds of Upper Burmah by Dr. Fritz 
Noetling, of the Geological Survey :-— 

The oil wells of Yenangyoung, or more properly Twingoung 
and Bemé, have long been famous, but hitherto there has been the 
greatest discrepancy in the various accounts of their number and 
productiveness. The field at present contains 524 wells, but of 
these only 281 are productive; and Dr. Noetling estimates the 
daily yield to be at the very least 15,000 viss, or 450,000 viss a 
month (a viss is about a gallon), a remarkable confirmation of the 
estimate of Major Storrer, published in 1871, which put it at 
4 lakhs of viss a month. The output, however, is nothing to 
what it might be with proper methods and appliances. The oil- 
bearing strata consist of soft sandstone, which the Surman, with 
his primitive tools, digs through at a great expenditure of time 
and labour. In no case does he get lower than 310 feet, leaving 
nearly 100 feet of the oil-bearing stone, the richest portion of the 
field, wholly untouched. Under other conditions Dr. Noetling 
estimates that the production might be raised to 50,000 viss a day. 
This gives 184 million viss a year, or about half the total importa- 
tion of both Russian and American oil in 1887-88. 


Discovery OF CoAL IN CEYLON. 


The Ceylon Observer (overland edition) for the 10th June last 
announces the discovery among some samples of plumbago dug 
out of a Pussellawa estate, of a piece of true bituminous coal, the 
first, it is supposed, ever found in Ceylon, 


Gem-DiaGiIne InN CEYLON. 


The Ceylon Observer (overland edition) for the 1st June last, 
with reference to the prospects of successful gem-digging in 
Ceylon, says:—: 
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A gem-digging company for Ceylon continues to form the 
subject of a good deal of local writing, and we certainly see no 
sound reason why English capital should be withheld from a 
proposal so feasible and which has so much to commend it. There 
are local syndicates at work, and no doubt something will come 
of them, but it is surprising in the face of the many discourage- 
ments in Burmah, and the facilities in Ceylon—celebrated for its 
gems and gem-pits over a wide extent of country—from time 
immemorial, that a company for the ruby mines of the former 
should be regarded so favourably, while the rubies, sapphires, 
catseyes, moonstones, &c., &c., of the latter should be comparatively 
neglected. This ought not to be the case. 


PROSPERITY OF THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Penang Gazette for the 7th June last, with reference to 
the financial and commercial situation of the Straits Settlements, 
says :— 

The Government Gazette contains a report in anticipation of 
the Blue Book, which shows the flourishing state of the colony of 
Penang. The revenue last year was 3 858,108 dollars, an increase 
of 10,455 dollars over 1887, and the expenditure amounted to 
3,569,507 dollars, giving a surplus on the year’s transactions of 
288,601 dollars. In Singapore the revenue was less last year than 
in 1887—owing probably to the decrease in land revenue—but both 
in Penang and in Malacca it was greater. The trade, both of 
Singapore and Penang is rapidly increasing, but the relative 
increase of recent years has been greater in the latter than in the 
former settlement. The figures are thus given: Trade in Penang 
in 1882, 49,428,386 dollars; in 1888, 92,552,746 dollars, an 
increase of 87 per cent. ; trade in Singapore in 1882, 135,536,436 
dollars ; in 1888, 195,255,576 dollars, an increase of 44 per cent. 
The net balance at the credit of the colony, which in January 
1888 was 1,663,415 dollars, was, in January 1889, 1,957,119 
dollars. 


Tue or British Nortu Borneo, 


The London and China Telegraph for the 22nd July last gives 
the following statistics of the trade of British North Borneo :— 

The import and export figures show total imports 1,261,997 
dollars, being an increase of 303,354 dollars over the year 1887. 
This increase is distributed under the following headings :— 
Dried fish, furniture, ironware, kerosine oil, machinery, provisions, 
rice, spirits, sugar, treasure, and vegetables. This satisfactory 
improvement in the import trade is almost entirely due to the 
tobacco and other planting industries now established in North 
Borneo. In Kinabatangan and Labuk rivers and Darvel Bay 
several new estates are about to be opened ; during the last few 
months several new companies have been floated, while the large 
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number of planting concessions granted by the Government, and 
the number of applications received by the Commissioner of Lands, 
notwithstanding that the price of land has been raised to 3 dollars 
per acre, is a certain guarantee for the future. The Government 
is giving every encouragement to plant other products besides 
tobacco, coffee, and pepper. The total export of tobacco for 1888 
amounted to 9,391 dollars. The total decreases amount to 99,369 
dollars, more than half of this sum, viz., 84,951 dollars, in re-export, 
and this is due to the increased facilities which the public tind for 
making remittances by the Government Treasury bank-notes and 
drafts. The disturbances in Padas Bay, now happily ended, 
caused a decrease in the sago exports, amounting to 25,293 dollars. 
Dried fish shows a decrease of 6,515°70 dollars, which is entirely 
owing to the increased demand by estates opened. The timber 
exports also show a decrease of 4,928°30 dollars, which is doubtless 
owing to the fact that those interested find it more remunerative 
to erect saw-mills and saw timber in Borneo rather than pay 
the extra freight and dunnage necessary in shipping unsawn 
timber. This refers particularly to cedars and soft woods, but in 
billian and hard woods there is an increased exportation. In the 
future cedars and soft woods will be cut up by the two large saw- 
mills in Sandakan Bay, one of which is in full operation and the 
other in course of erection. The exports of tobacco are still small, 
but tobacco culture in North Borneo is only beginning, and the 
crop for the year 1888 is yet in the fermenting sheds. 


Tue ComMeRCIAL CONDITION OF THE BAHAMAS. 


The following particulars respecting the commercial condition 
of the Bahamas is extracted from the Governor's report on the 
Blue Book of that colony for the year 1888 :— 

Imports—The total imports for 1888 amounted to 190,405 
This, however, includes 18,543/. cargo landed from vessels in 
distress, 3,073. trom wrecked and 515/ from derelict vessels. 
The legitimate imports for the year must therefore be given at 
168,274, showing a decrease from the similarly corrected imports 
for 1887 of 5,1761, and of these 39,7871. came from the United 
Kingdom and 3,952/. from British colonies, together forming 
about 26 per cent. of the whole, wnile those from the United 
States amounted to 71 per cent., their figures being 119,459/. 
All goods from Europe and the United Kingdom come vid New 
York, for the direct line of Scrutton steamers ceased calling at 
Nassau in the spring of 1888. 


Exports —The exports for 1888 amounted to 121,530/, as 
against 125,464/. in 1887. This apparent decline of 3,934/. is 
more than accounted for by the fact that in the exports for 1887 
appears an item of 4,549/., unrefined sugar, and 3,397/., molasses, 
which were merely transit goods, having been landed from 
distressed and wrecked vessels. 
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The true position of the export trade of the colony will be 
readily seen on a comparison of the following figures :— 

For 1887—Colonial produce, 101,013/.; extraneous produce, 
24,5411. Total, 125,464. 

For 1888—Colonial produce, 113,203/.; extraneous produce, 
8,327. Total, 121,539/. 

It therefore appears that in the productions of the colony, 
which are the bond fide exports, there is an increase over 1887 of 
12,1902, while the decrease in the quantity of outside goods 
indicates merely a lesser amount landed and re-shipped from 
vessels wrecked or in distress. 


Agriculture—The pine-apple crop for 1888 was large and 
commanded fair prices ; 546,343 dozen pines were exported, with 
a value of 42,0862. In 1887 the figures were 375,629 dozen, 
valued at 32,0137. The price per dozen was thus about 1s. 84d. 
and Is. 6d. for 1887 and 1888 respectively. The increase in the 
crop is largely to be attributed to the extended use of fertilisers, 
of which 1,156 barrels, valued at 1,368/., were imported during 
the year. Besides the raw fruit, 21,048 cases of preserved pines, 
valued at 4,5112, were exported. 

The orange crop was pvor, the total value being only 1,972/., 
or about one-half of that of 1887. There is a slight decrease in 
cotton. The small amount of molasses extracted was used for 
home consumption. 


Sponge Fishery.—The proceeds of the sponge fishery amounted 
to 49,1132, which is rather more than an average result. It is 
generally reported, however, that sponge beds are becoming 
rapidly depleted, and this fact renders it impossible to regard the 
industry as being in a satisfactory condition. 


Salt Trade.—There is a marked improvement in the salt 
industry ; 225,061 bushels were exported, being nearly double 
the output in 1887, and rather more than twice the value, the 
figures being respectively 3,342/. and 1,497/ There seems but 
little chance, however, of the salt trade in these islands resuming 
its former proportions until this article can enter the United 
States free of duty, and unfortunately there is no present prospect 
of salt being placed on the free list. 


COMMERCIAL CONDITION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The following remarks respecting the condition of the Falk- 
land Islands in 1888 are taken from the Governor’s report on 
the Blue Book of the colony for that year :— 

* The condition of the colony was prosperous notwithstanding 
the decrease in the value of the exports as compared with the 
four years immediately preceding, which was occasioned chiefly 
by the cessation in the export of frozen mutton. This export will 
probably soon be revived, and arrangements were entered into 
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before the close of the year for a new enterprise in the same 
direction—the transport of live sheep from the colony by fast 
steamers for the London market, concerning which the promoters 
seemed sanguine of success. Meanwhile the flocks are increasing 
in number and in value in all the districts which are not yet 
fully stocked. 

“The number of vessels arriving at Port Stanley during the 
year was considerably less than the average. There was a falling 
off in the amount of Customs duties, and the artizans and labourers 
in Stanley did not find as remunerative employment as usual 
owing to the small number of vessels which required repairs and 
refitting. This diminution of earnings, however, was not so great 
as to occasion want or distress, 

“ The establishment of a Government savings bank during the 
year supplied a want which had been long felt. Accumulated 
savings which had in many instances been unproductive and 
unsafe were being rapidly deposited. Upwards of 8,000/. had 
been paid into the bank before the end of the year, and there 
was every probability that this amount would in a short time be 
more than doubled, and that the deposits would ere long represent 
at least 1/. per head of the population.” 


Tae NEWFOUNDLAND Cop Fisurry. 


The Canadian Gazette for the 1st August last, with reference 
to the question of bait for cod-fishing on the banks of Newfound- 
land, says 

St. Pierre fishermen are greatly excited over a discovery that 
promises to revolutionise the cod-fishing business. Three French 
ships, instead of going to St. Pierre ior bait, lately fitted them- 
selves out with flat-bottomed, round baskets, with a small hole at 
the top. These they sunk in 70 to 80 fathoms, and they were 
quickly filled with periwinkles of large size. ‘The shells were 
smashed on deck and the trawls baited with live periwinkles. Cod- 
fish took to these most ravenously, and the vessels were soon 
loaded down to the gunwales and sailed for France with full 
cargoes the first week in July instead of October, as usual, thus 
saving three months’ time and hundreds of dollars in the purchase 
of bait. 


IMMIGRATION IN New SoutH WaALEs. 


The following advice to immigrants and new arrivals in the 
colony of New South Wales is taken from the special edition of 
the New South Wales Year Book for the year 1889 :— 

It is of the first importance to the new colonist who wishes to 
settle on the soil to determine definitely which one of the many 
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branches into which modern farming has become subdivided he is 
most likely to succeed in. Several circumstances require to be 
very carefully weighed in order to arrive at a correct decision on 
this point. Among the more prominent that rise for consideration 
is the question as to the nature of the work that the intending 
farmer has been accustomed to in his past life in other lands, for 
it is generally conceded that success is more likely to follow 
where some little experience has already been acquired. Having 
decided, with due regard to the circumstances, and, if possible, 
under the advice of a colonist of some years’ experienze upon the 
branch of agriculture at which to make an attempt—whether 
general farming, sugar culture, dairying, cattle rearing, or sheep 
farming—the next step for the new arrival is to asertain what 
part of the colony is best suited in the matter of climate, soil, 
and other surroundings to the furtherance of his object. 

Should ordinary farming—the cultivation of the common and 
cereal crops—be the division of husbandry selected, a block of 
land on one of the coast rivers, or in the table-land part of the 
colony, will be found to be most suitable for the purpose in view. 
In the matter of actual selection for a future homestead the 
safest guide is the experience of those who have for some years 
been associated with colonial agriculturé. In regard, therefore, 
to the character of the land, where so much freedom of choice 
exists, it will be well to act under the advice of an old farmer. 
Along the coast and for a considerable distance inland, within the 
limits of what has been laid down in the law as the “ Eastern 
Division,” the intending farmer can secure from 40 up to 640 
acres by the payment of 2s, per acre at the date of application, 
and the balance of 18s. per acre in yearly instalments of 1s. per 
acre, with 4 per cent. interest until the whole debt is cleared off. 
The first payment of instalments need not be made until the 
expiration of the third year. In addition to this the adjoining 
land, if available, so as not to exceed in the aggregate 1,280 
acres, may be taken up as a conditional lease at a minimum 
yearly rent of 2d. per acre, and at the end of five years it is 
competent for the selector (as he is called in Australia) to 
purchase, subject to certain conditions, from the Crown the 
leased part of his holding or any part thereof, and thus become 
a landowner to the extent of 1,280 acres asa maximum, or he 
may, at the end of the five years already referred to, renew his 
lease for a like term without right of purchase. If the land is 
alluvial and rich, as is the case in many of the river districts, a 
return ainply sufficient for the subsistence of a small family may 
be obtained from 40 acres, which is the minimum area capable 
of being conditionally purchased under the existing land laws. 
Forty acres, the deposit for which is only 4/, carry with them a 
right to a conditional lease of 120 acres, making in all 160 acres. 
So free to all in a new colony, and so numerous, are the oppor- 
tunities to advance in social position, that of very few indeed 
can it be said that inability prevents them from becoming land- 
owners. 
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Should the new-comer determine to try the cultivation of the 
sugar-cane, he will find no great difficulty in securing a block of 
land suitable to the carrying out of his intention. He will, of 
course, look for it in the warmer parts of the colony, sufficiently 
near to the tempering effect of the ocean to avoid the danger of 
frost. Large areas of Crown land still remain unalienated in 
the Richmond River district, and thence north to the borders of 
Queensland, that are in every way suited to the growth of the 
sugar-cane. The only obstacle to progress in this branch of 
agriculture at present is over-production in other parts of the 
world. As the sugar land of the colony is all situated in the 
eastern or coast division, the method of procedure in securing it 
is the same as in the case of the general farmer, already 
explained. 

Sheep-farming is certainly one of the most profitable occupa- 
tions connected with the soil of New South Wales, and possesses 
the strongest of claims to be considered one of the principal 
elements in national prosperity. Scattered over the length and 
breadth of the land, it has its representatives in almost every 
district. The exceptions are the territory near the oceans, and 
the rugged and (in some cases) barren ranges and gullies that 
compose the aggregation of elevations and depressions known as 
the Great Dividing Range. To Riverina and the banks of the 
western rivers we must go to see wool-growing in all its 
perfection. Here, in the matter of climate, soil, natural vegeta- 
tion, and the saline elements necessary for the full vigour of the 
flock, are found the conditions which ensure success in sheep- 
farming. Perhaps the only real obstacle to a continued onward 
prosperity are the droughts which prevail during certain years, 
and the usual concomitants—scarcity of food and water. This, 
however, is much more marked in its effect. in the extreme west 
than on the margins of rivers. It may at once be said to the 
new arrival that sheep-farming cannot be entered upon without 
a considerable amount of capital, and he who would succeed must 
be prepared to accept little or no remuneration over and above 
expenses during the first two or three years. The reason is 
obvious. In order io attain to even moderate success a very 
large area of land is necessary. Unless, therefore, the intending 
pastoralist is in a position pecuniarily to obtain this, the first sine 
quad non, and has, moreover, previous experience to guide him, it 
would be utter folly to embark in such an enterprise, and must, 
as in many cases in the past, end in financial ruin. To those 
arriving in the colony possessed of the necessary means and 
experience a large field for enterprise is open in what is known 
as the Western Division. Here, under the law now in force, the 
land is not open to purchase, except in the neighbourhood of 
towns and within areas specially proclaimed for the purpose of 
alienation ; but large tracts consisting of the resumed halves of the 
old runs are open to lease in blocks of from 5,760 acres to 10,240 
acres, called homestead leases, at a minimum rental of 1d. per 
acre. To secure a homestead lease an application must be lodged 
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with the land agent of the district in which the land is situated. 
As in the case of purchase, care must be exercised to see that the 
land is open to lease and not already taken up. The conditions 
are simple: fencing round the outside boundaries of the land 
within two years, and residence for at least six months of each 
year during the first five years of the lease. The fencing con- 
ditions, in regard to both conditional purchase and homestead 
lease, have been made somewhat elastic in the law. If any 
unforeseen disaster or trouble renders it impossible for the pur- 
chaser or occupant to erect the fencing within the specified time, 
a statement of the facts of the case to the local board will obtain 
consideration, and if just cause is shown the time will be 
extended. 


Tne Soutu AustRALIAN RAILWAYS. 


The Adelaide Observer for the 8th June last says :— 

“The Commissioner of Public Works (Hon. A. Catt) has laid 
upon the table of the House of Assembly the report of the 
Railway Commissioners of South Australia for the three months 
ending March 31st last. It shows that during that period the 
approximate earnings of the railways and tramways amounted to 
220,087/., and the working expenses for the same period to 
129,539/.,, leaving a net balance of 90,548/. The working expenses 
were 59 per cent. of the earnings. The train mileage run during 
the same period was 719,057, and the earnings 6s. 1d. per train 
mile. For the nine months ending March 31st the approximate 
earnings were 678,087/., and the working expenses for the same 
period 361,5391, leaving a net balance of 316,548/. The working 
expenses were 53 per cent. of the earnings. The train mileage 
run was 2,284,612, and the earnings 5s. 11d. per mile. The 
engineer-in-chief and locomotive engineer have certified that the 
way and works and rolling stock are in general good condition.” 


Exports or Kaurt Timper From New ZEALAND. 


The Auckland Weekly News for the 18th May last says that 
a commercial venture, which will possibly open up quite a 
new field for one of New Zealand’s staples of export, has been 
inaugurated by a company despatching from the Kaipara a ship- 
ment of kauri direct to the great home port of Glasgow. It has 
long been held in the colonies, and is in fact conceded in the 
home country, that as regards quality and fitness for man 
purposes, the kauri timber could hold its own with the bulk of 
England’s imported timber, but the insufficient knowledge of the 
requirements of so distant a market has hitherto caused the trade 
in kauri to be of small extent and minor importance. ‘The 
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company, in sending home the present shipment, have wisely 
decided to forward their timber in flitches of 3 to 9 inches gauge, 
with widths varying from 20 to 60 inches, so that the buyers in 
England can have a wide range of choice as regards the size and 
strength and length of plank or board. The timber has been 
carefully selected, and is a good specimen of New Zealand’s best 
timber, and the enterprising company only await a satisfactory 
issue to this initial venture to forward extensive and periodical 
supplies. As there is computed to be 100,000,000 feet of log 
timber ready for sawing in the bushes, extensive operations will 
progress as rapidly as the demand for sawn or flitch timber 
justifies. 


Tae Frax Inpustry or New ZEALAND. 


The Auckland Weekly News, in its issue of the 18th May last, 
says that the flax industry is receiving great attention in New 
Zealand, and new mills are going up every week. Buyers of flax 
are running all over the country to secure the rights to the best 
Jands, which very recently were considered worthless. A new 
mill at Te Aroha is turning out large quantities of fibre, and 
another mill is about to be erected a few miles beyond Shaftesbury. 
The price for the right to cut green flax appears to range from 
9d. to 1s. 6d. per ton for the green leaf, according to accessibility. 
Should the present price continue, the News believes that the 
export trade will speedily assume gigantic proportions. 

According to the Auckland Weekly News for the 8th June, 
a return of the exports of flax from the colony for the three 
years ending 1888 has been compiled from official sources. For 
the year 1886 the value of this export was only 15,000/.; next 
year it took a leap of 10,000, and in 1888 the record of 1887 
was trebled, the amount being 75,0002 From one provincial 
district alone the export in 1889 will be 240,000/. 


Rattway TRAFFIC EARNINGS IN THE CAPE OF Goop HopE. 


A communication, dated the 22nd July last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting 
copy of a comparative statement, from which it appears that the 
traffic earnings on Cape Government railways during the month 
of April 1889 was 148,045/, as compared with 128,904/. for the 
corresponding month of 1888. The total traffic earnings for the 
four months ended April is given at 557,6951, as against 
477,951. for the corresponding period of the preceding year. 


THe CoMMERCIAL CONDITION OF CAPE COLONY. 
A communication, dated the 12th July last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, forwarding 
a printed and corrected report of the speech of the Premier of 
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Cape Colony on introducing his annual budget. The following 
information respecting the commercial condition of the Cape 
Colony is extracted from the report in question :— 

“In the calendar year 1888 the exports from the colony were 
larger than during any year in precedence of it. The amount 
was 8,877,0002, which is the largest export we have ever had, as 
against 7,859,000/. for the year 1887, and this, notwithstanding 
the fact that the value of diamonds exported was 220,000/. less 
than in 1887. The export of grease wool in 1887 was 21,600,000 
lbs. ; in 1888 it had increased to 40,800,000 lbs., and the value 
had increased by 500,000/, as compared with 1887, being 978,000/. 
in 1888. If you take also the increase in the value of fleece- 
washed and of scoured wool, and take these items together, it 
will be found that the increase in value of the export of wool, 
the staple article in the colony in 1888, was over half a million 
sterling. It is in fact half a million sterling, as compared with 
1887, in the pockets of the farmers and producers of the colony. I 
think that statement alone is sufficient to justify the observation ; 
at any rate, as regards the wool-farmers of the colony, that 
industry has flourished, and that they are, in fact, in a far better 
position this year than a year ago. The total value of articles 
imported in 1888 was 5,678,000/, as against 5,036,000/. in 1887, 
There is a very large decrease in the import of wheat. Whereas, 
in 1887, 19,500,000 lbs. of wheat were imported, in 1888 there 
were just over 8,000,000 lbs. only. That shows that, as regards 
the agricultural farmers, they also are in a much better position 
than they were a year ago. The amount of specie imported in 
the year 1887 was 735,000/, in 1888 it was 1,335,000/ I find 
under several heads—+take the case of barley, there has been an 
increase of 116,000 bushels in 1889 as compared with 1888 ; of 
oats, 365,000 bushels ; of oat-hay, 1,900,000 bushels ; of maize, half 
a million bushels; of millet, 440,000 bushels ; of tobacco there 
has been an increase of one million and a quarter pounds, in live 
stock there has been also a large increase. Then, if we come to 
agricultural machinery, it appears that there are 4,000 more 
ploughs in the country than there were in the preceding year 
about 700 more harrows, about 160 reaping machines, and other 
machinery, 357. Then turning to the amount of live stock in the 
country, it will be found that there is an increase in the horses of 
29,300; of mules, about 5,000; and draft cattle, 80,000; of other 
cattle, 134,000; of sheep the increase on the year is no less than 
1,146,000 ; then for Angora goats there is an increase of 643,000 ; 
of other goats, 257,000; pigs, 24,000. Coming to the considera- 
tion of the value of articles possessed by the producers, the 
farmers of this country, I find that the prices realised for live- 
stock, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, &c., if we were to take the 
value of all these articles at the prices they would have realised in 
1888, we find that they were worth 13,335,058/, whilst, if we 
were to take the prices realised to-day, we find that the value has 
increased to 15,134,711/, showing that the increase in favour of 
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1889 amounts to 1,799,653/, and, taking the difference between 
the prices for grain that are now obtainable and the prices in 1888, 
there is an increase of 222,000/.” 


SoutH AFRICAN TRADE IN OstTRICH FEATHERS. 


In the 24th annual report of the Committee of the Port 
Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce for the year 1888, there appears 
the following note with reference to the export of ostrich feathers 
from South Africa in that year :— 

A slight decrease is noticeable in both weight and value of this 
article as compared with 1887. The value of the colonial ex- 
port was 347,792/, a decrease of 5 per cent. on 1887 exports. 
The total value is made up: Port Elizabeth, 623} per cent. ; 
Cape Town, 37 per cent.; and Mossel Bay, 4 per cent. The 
trade of the latter port in feathers appears to have been diverted 
to other markets. The value of the exports of the article from 
that port in 1888 declined 95 per cent. as compared with 1887. 


Raitway DEVELOPMENT IN THE ORANGE FREE STA‘TE. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels for the 4th July last says 
that the President of the Orange Free State has accepted the 
offer of the Natal Government to construct a railway as far as 
Harrismith. This is the point at which the Republic was to 
commence collecting Customs duties from the Ist July. 


Dramonp DIscovERY NEAR PRETORIA. 


The Cape Argus (weekly edition) for the 19th June last says 
that diamonds of the first water have been found in the Crocodile 
River, eight hours from Pretoria. 


| 
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VIII—PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE IN 
IRELAND. 


A communication, dated the 11th July last, has been received 
from Mr. F. Wrench, one of the Irish Land Commissioners, 
ferwarding the following statement of the average prices of 
agricultural produce in the four provinces and for the whole of 
Ireland, collected by the Irish Land Commission, for the quarter 
ending 30th June 1889 :— 


‘roland ‘rela Increase 
Leinster. | Munster.} Ulster. | Connaught. Quarter Quarter 
80t ending | per Cent. 
June 
£8.d.| £sd.| £8d.|£ 8 d.| £ 8d. 

Wheat - percwt.| 0 6 103] 0 0 6 1h «OO 9 6 0 6 83} — 1°1 
Oats ” 05 8| 05 066 05 7:10 510%) 0 5 3% +111 
Barley - 06 5} 07 GHC. 072 10 7 OF] O G 4%) +10°8 
Flax -perstone}] 0 5 14 we 0 5 6} ie 05 4] 0 6 14) -12°7 
Butter -percwt.| 410 1] 4 38 6] 411 24 5 010 | 411 43) 510 73) —17°4 
Mutton*- ,, 38 8 5] 314 9] 816 3 $8138 13] 312 1%) + 1°4 
Fresh pork _,, 2 6 53 2 4 33 2 510 2830/2 410K) 2 3 9] + 2°5 

Potatoes - ” 0 2 8 O 2 8 O 2114) O 2 9/0 2 9] O 2 9 oe 
Hay 0 2 08 1 O 2 12) O 1 42/0 1 98] O 1102) — 60 
Wool - per Ib. 0 0 93 0 0 93 009 0 0 8/0 O 9; 0 O 93} — 2°0 
flyearold | 814 6] 811 3] 817 8 910 0 |818 4 716 3| +141 
2ycarsold] 12 8 9/12 0 6/12 3 4] 12 8 6 |12 5 8 |11 9 O| + 
cattle. | 3yearsold] 16 6 0/15 2 0/13 5 0| 1514 0 115 19 |14 8 8} + 4°6 
1718 6)17 4 0/18 5 1816 9 {18 1 0 {1713 3] + 2°2 
lyear old} 7 7 3] 7 3 0] 616 0 78017 &¢ 611 4/ + 9°2 
2yearsold| 1011 0/10 6 3/10 6 6/ 10 6 4 7 6 | 914 3| + 6°8 
cattle. | 3 yearsold} 14 4 0|1212 0]|1210 4] 12 8 6 |I218 8 |1115 3| + 10°0 
Springers | 1512 9 0/1410 0| 14 7 6 [1414 7 | 14 2 + 4°2 
l year old} 6 0 0] 518 0] 411 8 418 6/5 70 4 7 6] + 22°3 
2ycarsold} 9 7 8} 8 9 7/ 719 0| 7481/8 5 3 | 710 0| 
1115 913 0] 910 0 920 0 0 911 3) + 45 
USpringers | 1217 8] 1015 6|10 1 0 9138 0 |1016 9 |10 5 + 53 

110 6] 177117 9 612.23 ee 

-| 23 2] 119 11310} 119 9 |119 0 

2 years old 
andover] 2 9 27 6| 226 290 |270 oe 


* Prices of beef, mutton, and sheep represent the average of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class qualities 
taken together. 
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1X.—HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
IN BELGIUM. 


The following is a synopsis of the chief speeches delivered in 
the Belgian House of Representatives relating to the recent 
Government Bill on the housing of the working classes in 
Belgium, together with the various clauses of the above Bill 
and the amendments thereto :— 

The discussion was opened by M. Woeste, who had placed 
several amendments on the paper relating to the Government 
measure. M. Woeste observed that the Bill would, if it became law, 
have little effect unless it were to receive assistance from private 
sources. He referred particularly to companies for the erection 
of dwellings for the working classes, to manufacturers and joint 
stock companies, large employers of labour, who were in a 
position to build, and in some cases did build, wholesome dwellings 
with yards and gardens attached in close proximity to their work- 
shops. But, above ali, benevolent societies were in a position to 
help in this matter of the erection of suitable and comfortable 
dwellings. The benevolent societies were granted exceptional 
privileges, and were consequently under the control in some 
measure of the Ministry of Justice. The measure proposed by 
Government very wisely tried to stimulate the action of ail the 
three classes referred to above; it exempted all houses so built 
from the personal tax, it authorised the employment of funds at 
the disposition of savings banks in the erection of workmen’s 
dwellings ; so far it does well, but, when I turn, said M. Woeste, 
to the definition of the word “workmen” who by the Bill 
are to be exempt from all personal and Jocal taxes as regards 
the rental value of their houses and the doors, windows, and fur- 
niture thereof, I find the following definition :—* All persons who 
*« live by the wages they receive for working for others, whether 
* such persons be engaged in agricultural or industrial labour ; ” 
the Bill adds that “ such persons who work on their own account 
cannot be considered to fall within this category.” This seems to 
take altogether too narrow a view. Many of the best workmen, 
the artisans in fact, take their work to their own houses. Why 
should these be excluded from the benefits of this Act? It is 
before all things important to improve the dwellings of these 
people. I now come to the so-called committees de patronage 
which are to be formed to carry out the provisions of the Act. 
These committees will have no executive powers, they will 
be merely consultative, and, again, the resources at their 
disposal will be very limited. They are to offer prizes for 
order, cleanliness, &c., in their respective districts, and so 
far good, but their utility seems to me to stop there and the evil 
effects they will produce on the other hand seem very evident, for 
they will always be in collision with the communal anthorities. 
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These latter bodies are elective and their electors trust them ; the 
committees to be nominated will be proportionally distrusted. It 
is not well to create any body which might trench on the rights 
of the communal authorities. These latter bodies have always 
been justly jealous of the powers entrusted to them being tampered 
with, and the Government would do well rather to enlarge than 
to reduce those powers. I propose, therefore, to add this para- 
graph :—* The powers of the committees as to their relations both 
“ with the Government and with the provincial and communal 
“ administrations shall be subject to alteration by the King in 
Council,” and I propose to add further the words “ but always 
without prejudice to the rights and powers of the local bodies 
as regards measures for the public health and well-being.” 

“ We are told that the composition of these committees is to be 
as follows:—The committees shall consist of not less than five, 
and not more than nine, members nominated every three years, 
namely, three out of five by the Government, and two out of four 
by the Standing Committee of the Provincial Council. I should 
like to see the proportions changed, and I would propose that in a 
committee of five members, three should be nominated by the 
Provincial Council and two by the Government, and in a com- 
mittee of nine, five should he nominated by the Provincial Council 
and four by the Government. The secretary, who would be the 
mainspring of the whole body, also being nominated, not by the 
Government, as proposed, but by the Provincial Council. 

“T further propose that ithe powers the burgomaster now possesses 
with regard to unhealthy and ruinous houses should be left with 
him instead of being transferred to the proposed committees. I 
regard this proposed transfer as an interference with the rights 
of the communal administrations.” 


M. de Malander also congratulated the Government on bringing 
in this Bill. He, like M. Woeste, objected to the composition 
of the committees de patronage ; artists, architects, financiers, 
and managing directors would never be able to work these 
committees effectually. The basis on which the Government 
has drawn up their proposals for the exemption and _ partial 
exemption from the personal tax is faulty. The basis taken 
has been the total number of inhabitants in each commune, 
and the communes are divided into five categories according 
to the number of inhabitants, the exemptions being the larger 
in proportion as the commune is more populous. This scale 
is faulty for the reason that the population is based on the 
census calculations of 1880. Thus a town which had 13,000 
inhabitants in 1880 will be found to have at present 16,000, and 
that town will, when the census of 1890 is held, find itself 
placed in another category as having over 15,000, which, indeed, 
it should be in now. 

“ As an expedient,” continued M. de Malander, “I propose 
to exempt from the personal tax all workmen’s dwellings having 
a rental value of less than 66 francs in communes with less than 
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10,000 inhabitants ; of less than 120 francs in communes of from 
10,000 to 30,000 inhabitants ; of less than 144 francs in communes 
of 30,000 to 60,000 inhabitants ; and of less than 168 francs in 
communes of over 60,000 inhabitants; and I further propose 
that the estimated population on the 31st December 1888 should 
be taken when the number of inhabitants is in question. 


“T propose » further amendment also that those working men 
whose wives or children keep licensed shops or drinking booths 
attached to their houses should not find themselves excluded from 
the benefits of this Act.” 


M. de Smet de Naeyer said, “I approve of the proposal to allow 
a certain proportion of the funds at the disposal of the savings 
banks to be advanced to assist in building workmen’s dwellings. 
The proposal had lately received the assent and support of the 
Congress of June last held in Paris on the question of the best 
means of providing cheap houses for the working classes. But 
I am of opinion that no measures that may be proposed by the 
Government will be efficacious unless the communal authorities 
interest themselves in providing suitable sites for houses. The 
principal revenue of the communes is their share of local taxes 
based upon the wealth of the inhabitants, and it is a well-known 
fact that the working classes contribute little to these communal 
taxes, and on this Bill becoming law they wiil contribute less. 
This gives the communes a direct interest in discouraging 
working people’s dwellings being built within their boundaries. 


* Again, the Bill proposes to give every assistance to societies 
and companies in the matter of building such dwellings. I 
should like to see these advantages extended also to private 
individuals. It is to individual effort we must look. 


“ Further, it is desirable that it should be clearly defined what 
is the limit to the size of the agricultural holding that will entitle 
the tenant to the reduced taxation proposed by this Bill. The 
agricultural labourer has always a strip of land attached to his 
cottage, and the size of such holding might well be limited to 
say half an acre to entitle him to the exemptions proposed. 
Again, it is desirable that every provision should be made to 
enable workmen to buy their houses. This might be managed 
by a system of life insurance, a system with which the savings 
banks are well qualified to deal, and I have prepared an additional 
clause which I propose should be inserted in the present measure 
to that effect.” 


M. Beernaert, Minister of Finance, spoke as follows : “ This 
question of the better housing cf the working classes seems to have 
been left to this generation to deal with. That much has already 
been done is certainly evinced by the statistics which show a 
marked prolongation in the average duration of human life. 
Much, however, remains to be done. In most of the larger 
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countries we find things in even a worse state than they are with 
us in Belgium. In Paris it is found that from 25,000 to 30,000 
families live each family in one room only. Things are still 
worse in London, and in Berlin and New York they are not 
much better. In almost all countries legislation is being resorted 
to—hitherto, unfortunately, with but little improvement for the 
better. England has taken the lead in this matter with the law 
of 1885. In France the law of 1850 is still in force, but has 
become almost a dead letter, and the Government are at this 
moment studying, as we are, the best way of providing dwellings 
for the working classes. In America a system obtains closely 
resembling the system of committees de patronage which we 
now propose. In Switzerland, Austria, and Italy either the 
Imperial or the Local Government Boards are dealing with the 
question. In Germany, up to the present, the matter has 
received little attention. We ourselves in Belgium commenced to 
deal with this question in 1843. In the Bill now before the 
Chamber we propose neither the intervention of the Government 
nor of the local authorities, nor yet do we propose to seck the 
intervention of a great joint stock society. 1 will now refer to the 
objections that have been raised to the scheme we have placed before 
the Chamber. M. Woeste fears that our proposals will interfere 
with communal rights. ‘The communal rights relating to buildings 
are large, and yet what have the communal authorities done in 
the direction of housing the working classes? They seem to have 
taken no measures and to have been altogether inert in the matter. 
The Government has been urged to take things into its own hands, 
and to act in the desired direction itself. But we do not intend 
to trench in any way upon communal or local rights. We do, 
indeed, propose by section 4 of the present Bill to limit the 
power of the burgomaster as regards the destruction or interdiction 
of houses he considers unhealthy or ruinous. In future he will 
have to obtain the consent of the local committee de patronage, 
and in case of divergence of opinion, there is an appeal to the 
Government. But the burgomaster, in my opinion, acts in this as 
an executive officer of the Government, not as the representative 
of the commune, and his powers in this matter have been quite 
exceptional and beyond even the attributes of royalty. 

“T now come to touch on the committees de patronage which 
it is proposed to create, and which is, perhaps, the most important 
feature of the Bill before us. I think these committees will be of 
such a nature as to tempt the first people in the land to serve 
upon them, and that such people wil!l esteem it a privilege to 
do so. Provident societies have committees of much the same 
sort and have derived much benefit from them; indeed, it is 
from the provident 2nd mutual aid societies that the idea of these 
committees originated. Similar committees have recently been 
instituted in order to assist released convicts. We have found 
no difficulty in getting suitable persons to serve on these latter 
committees. The proposed committees, having no executive 


210 HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES IN BELGIUM. 


powers, will in no way clash with the communal authorities, 
while at the same time they will be an assistance to them by 
the advice they will give and the stimulant they will be to 
them ; their influence will be a moral one. One finds such 
committees in America and in England. In New York they are 
composed of private individuals, and in England—I refer to the 
Mansion House Committee—composed of influential men whose 
moral influence is great. I now come to the composition of the 
committees. I have proposed that the members should be nominated 
partly by the Standing Committee of the Provincial Councils, 
partly by the Government, but that the latter should nominate 
the larger proportion. It has been proposed that the former 
should nominate the majority. This amendment I do not regard 
as vital. But what I do regard as vital is that nothing 
should diminish in any way the powers of the committees which 
it is proposed to appoint. These powers will be, shortly, as 
follows :—The committees will be empowered to receive gifts and 
legacies for the purposes of this Act; they will be able to give 
prizes to deserving households. They will be able to make 
reports and to lay proposals before all constituted authorities, and 
they will each year draw up a report to the Minister of the 
Interior, who will cause it to be printed and circulated amongst 
all whom it may concern. As to loans on easy terms from the 
Savings Bank Department, no person will be able to obtain these 
except on their certificate. On that certificate, too, will depend 
the obtaining of any of the reductions of local taxation as now 
proposed, or the participation in the other advantages with regard 
to the purchase of holdings on easy terms. The committees will 
be empowered to certify whether the application to enjoy these 
advantages is genuine. It is proposed that the savings banks 
shall be empowered to make advances for the purpose of building 
workmen’s dwellings, but these advances are only to be made on 
the certificate of the local committee, and it is to be observed that 
the savings bank is only empowered, not forced, to make the 
advances in question. The savings bank authorities can always 
exercise their discretion. 

* As to the reduction of taxation. This will in some measure 
make a difference to the Treasury. I caleulate the reduction of 
the transfer and registration dues will make a difference of 8,000/., 
while the exemptions from the personal tax may be taken to be 
about 20,0002. 

“These reductions will, however, benefit the working classes, 
and are, I think, well justified. We have not touched the real 
property tax, as has been done in some cases by previous legisla- 
tion ; at the same time only such workmen’s dwellings as are free 
from property tax will continue to be so, none which are built 
in future will be built free from this tax. Exemption from the 
real property tax is a thing which, in my opinion, benefits only 
the landlord. 

“With regard to the exemption from the personal tax 
which we now propose, we have drawn up a sliding scale which 
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increases as the population become denser, and which is based on 
the revenue from the assessment for the land tax. We have 
made five distinct categories commencing with communes which 
have 15,000 inhabitants, and which will be in the lowest category 
for exemptions. 


“TI now come to the amendments which have been moved. 
M. Woeste has proposed to exempt houses occupied by indigent 
persons. In my view, such houses are already exempt, since the 
administration will not attempt to levy taxes on people recognised 
as indigent. MM. Woeste also proposed to give to artisans the pro- 
posed benefits of this Act. This is a large question. The artisan 
is a person who works on his own account, the labourer works 
for wages. The artisan class are legion—bootmakers, carpenters, 
glassworkers, masons, &c., &c.; they occupy a superior position to 
the worker for wages, and, moreover, if they are to be exempted, 
there are many others who must be exempted too, such as holders 
of small retail shops, small employés, and others. I will, however, 
cause a return to be prepared, and laid on the table, showing the 
number of houses inhabited by artisans who would be entitled to 
claim exemptions were the proposed benefits of this Act extended. 
Artisans who inhabit licensed houses, or who keep a small retail 
shop, should, I think, certainly not be exempted. 


“On the other hand, I think the exemptions to be granted by 
law might possibly be extended in another way. We have 
proposed five categories according to the number of inhabitants 
in the commune, namely, 15,000, 20,000, 30,000, and 60,000 
and above. Now the working classes, it must be remembered, 
sometimes live in a neighbouring commune to the one in which 
they work, and they might not thus benefit, in some cases, by the 
present proposals. I should like to extend the lowest limit, at 
present 15,000, down to 3,000, and to include from that number 
of inhabitants up to 30,000 in one category. This would entail 
additional sacrifices on the Treasury, and as the question is at the 
present moment under consideration, I will at present say nothing 
further.” 


The discussion was continued by other members of the 
Chamber of Representatives, and amendments were moved by 
M. Warnant, who proposed that the present powers of the burgo- 
master with regard to unhealthy or tumble-down houses should 
be preserved in all cases where there appeared to be immediate 
danger; by M. Janson, who brought forward three amend- 
ments (1.) to entitle the communes, “ hospices,” and charitable 
institutions to be legatees and holders of property in order to 
carry out the purposes of this Act; these institutions, however, 
to expend the sums at their command by the advice and sanction 
of the so-called commitiees de patronage; (2.) to enable com- 
munes and “ hospices,” and other charitable institutions holding 
funds not now devoted to the public service, to realise, and, under 
royal decree, to invest the procecds in the erection of workmen’s 
dwellings; (3) to enable provident and mutual aid societies to 
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realise funds at their disposal, an] to invest the proceeds in the 
construction, purchase, or hiring of workmen’s dwellings. 


After the general discussion, the President of the Chamber 
put the articles, together with the amendments thereto, seriatim 
as follows :— 

Art. I. That there shall be established in each electoral district 
one or more committees charged— 

a. With the duty of promoting the construction of werkmen’s 
dwellings, and their sale to the workmen either outright, or by 
instalments. 


b. To see that such dwellings are erected in healthy localities, 
and are built on the best sanitary principles. 

c. To promote the formation of savings banks, mutual assistance 
societies, and pension funds. The committees shali be called 
committees “de patronage,” and shall be composed of not iess 
than five or more than nine members nominated for three years as 
follows: From three to five by the Government, and from two to 
four by the Standing Committee of the Provincial Council. The 
secretary shall alsé be nominated by the Government. 

The working details of the above committees, their relations 
with the Government, with the local and communal administra- 
tions, and with the medical commissions, shall be regulated by 
Royal decree. 


The Minister of Finance has proposed the following amend- 
ments :— 


Art. I. That there shall be established in each electoral district 
one or more committees charged— 


a. With the duty of promoting the construction of workmen’s 
dwellings, and their sale to the workmen either outright or by 
instalments. 


b. To see that such dwellings are crected in healthy localities, 
and are built on the best sanitary principles. 

c. To promote the formation of savings banks, mutual assistance 
societies, and pension funds. The committees shall be called 
committees ‘de patronage,’ and shall be composed of not less 
than five or more than 18 members nominated for three years as 
follows: From three to 10 by the Government and from two to 
eight by the Standing Committee of the Provincial Council. 
These committees shall have the power of subdividing themselves 
into sections. The secretaries, both of the committees and sections 
of committees, shall be nominated by the Government. 


* M. Woeste proposed to amend the last paragraph as follows: 
The committee shall be called committee ‘de patronage,’ and shall 
be composed of not less than five or more than nine members 
nominated for three years as follows: From two to four by the 
Government, and from three to five by the Standing Committee 
of the Provincial Council. The secretary of the committee shall in 
each case be nominated by the Standing Committee. 
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“ M, Woeste also proposed to amend the last clause of Article I. 
by the additions of the words ‘ The committee shall, however in 
* no way interfere with the rights of the local administrations as 
‘ regards sanitary questions and questions relating to the public 
health. ” 

The Chamber proceeded to consider the proposal of M. Woeste 
to give the Standing Committee of the Provincial Council the 
nomination of a majority of the members of the new committee “ de 
patronage” to be appointed. This proposal was carried, as was 
also the proposal of M. Woeste, that the same body and not the 
Government should nominate the secretaries to the various 
committees. 

M. Woeste’s proposal to insert a clause restraining the com- 
mittees from all interference with the local authorities on matters 
of sanitation was also adopted, and the first clause of the Govern- 
ment proposal, thus amended, was then carried by a majority of 
46, 65 deputies voting for and 19 egainst the motion. 

The Chamber then proceeded to the consideration of the second 
article with its amendments. ‘The article was as follows :—* ‘The 
* committees ‘de patronage’ shall institute and distribute prizes 
as the reward of order, cleanliness, and economy. They shall, 
in order to enable them to carry out these purposes, be em- 
powered to receive gifts, legacies, or contributions from the 
public purse.” 


To this M. Janson proposed the following amendment to the 
latter clause :—The communes, “ hospices,” and charitable institu- 
tions shall be empowered for these purposes to receive gifts 
and legacies of personalty. These shal] distribute them with the 
assent and by the advice of the committees ‘de patronage.’ Tlic 
communes, hospices, and charitable institutions shall also be 
empowered to receive gifts and legacies with a view to providing 
workmen with wholesome lodgings at a cheap rate. 

M. Melot also proposed the following amendment to the second 
clause of M. Janson’s amendment:—The committees shall be 
empowered for these purposes to receive gifts, legacies of per- 
sonalty, and contributions from the public purse. 


Article No. 2 was then adopted with the amendment proposed 
by M. Melot, the first part of M. Janson’s amendment being 
negatived. With regard to the new clause proposed by 
M. Janson, the Minister of Finance proposed to alter the wording 
of the clause as follows :—“ The provinces, communes, ‘ hospices,’ 
“ and charitable institutions are also empowered to receive gifts 
* and legacies with a view to promoting the construction of 
* workmen’s dwellings.” After some considerable discussion 
the Minister’s amendment was carricd, the clause as proposed by 
M. Janson being negatived. 

Article 3 proposed that “The committees ‘de patronage’ or 
* the delegates of such committees shall propose either to the 
* local, or to the provincial administrations, or to the Government 
“ to take such measures as may seem to them to be desirable. 
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“The committees shall each address an annual report .to the 
Minister of the Interior on their proceedings during the past 
12 months. Copies of the report shall be sent to the Council of 
Public Health, and also to each commune whom the report may 
concern,” 

The Minister of Finance proposed as an amendment to sub- 
stitute the words “ Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, and Public 
Works” for “ Minister of the Interior,’ and the article thus 
amended was carried. 

Article 4 provided that “the powers hitherto exercised by the 
“ burgomaster as to the condemnation of houses proclaimed to be 
* either unhealthy or in a tumble-down condition should for the 
** future only be exercised with the consent of the local committees 
** ¢de patronage,’ an appeal being allowed to Government.” 

This article after considerable discussion was negatived, and the 
Chamber proceeded to the consideration of Article 5, which was 
as follows ;—Before proceeding to carry out an expropriation in 
any district which is more especially inhabited by working men, 
the Government shall in all cases consult the local committee “ de 
patronage ” as to the terms on which such land as is included in 
the expropriation shall be sold for building purposes. 

This article was agreed to without discussion, and the Chamber 
proceeded to Article 6, which provided that the General Savings 
Bank Department shall be authorised to employ a portion of its 
available funds in the construction and purchase of workmen’s 
dwellings ; advances with this object being made either to com- 
panies especially formed to promote the construction of such 
dwellings, or to public bodies interested in the same object. 
Before such advances can be made however, the consent of the 
local committee “de patronage” must be in all cases obtained. 
Similar advances may also be made to the committee “ de 
patronage ” itself with the object of constructing or purchasing 
workmen’s dwellings. The above advances shall be classed 
accordingly as they are worded, and according to their duration 
either under the head of temporary or of permanent investments 
of savings bank funds. M. Melot proposed to alter the first 
clause of the above article so as to include amongst the persons 
to whom advances may be made by the Savings Bank Depart- 
ment for the purpose of constructing workmen’s dwellings, 
private individuals and workmen themselves, and the clause thus 
amended was carried. 

The second clause of Article 6, enabling advances to be made 
to the committee “de patronage” itself, was rejected; the third 
with some verbal amendments being accepted, and the whole 
article thus amended was agreed to. 

The next Article (7) provided that the directors of the 
Savings Bank Department should determine the rate of interest 
to be paid on advances, as well as the other conditions, subject, 
however, to the approbation of the Minister of Finance. 

Article 8, which like Article 7, was also adopted without dis- 
cussion, provided the penalties for default in payment of interest 
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or instalments on advances from the savings bank, such penalties 
being in accordance with the usual terms of the law. 

The Chamber then considered Article 8 (a) which consisted of 
an amendment made by M. Janson, in which it was proposed that 
such public bodies, charitable and other benevolent institutions 
as had moneys in the public funds, or on mortgage, should be 
empowered to realise, and, with the proceeds, to build workmen’s 
houses, or to make advances to workmen for that purpose. 

This clause, after considerable discussion, was negatived, but 
the following article proposed by M. de Smet de Naeyer in its 
place was adopted under the heading of Article 8a, The 
General Savings Bank*is hereby authorised to make advances 
for the purpose of constructing or purchasing a house to such 
persons as it may accept, such advances to be secured on a 
terminable policy falling due at a certain date, or on the death 
of the assured person, should such death happen before the 
date mentioned in the policy. 

The terms, as well as the annual premiums to be paid on 
insurance policies so negotiated, are to be subject to the approval 
of the King in Council. 

The Royal decree will fix the basis of the death-rate, the annual 
premiums, as also the per-centage to be added for manazement 
expenses incurred by the Savings Bank, and on these the tariffs 
to be used by the Bank shall be founded. 


[ Zo be continued. | 
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X.—HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES IN 
AUSTRIA. 


Mons. Arthur Raffalovich contributes an article to the Economiste 
Frangais for the 27th April on the subject of the housing of the 
working classes in Austria. M. Raffalovich says that although 
information on this subject abounds with respect to France, 
England, Germany, Belgium, and the United States, the data are 
more scanty concerning Austria-Hungary. This subject, he 
continues, is, however, attracting some attention at Vienna and 
Pesth, and the reports of the factory inspectors and the works of 
economists and statisticians give some interesting particulars. In 
1888 a large industrial exhibition was held at Vienna in order to 
celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the accession to the throne 
of the Emperor Francis Joseph ; social economy found a place 
there. The catalogue of the twentieth group embraced industrial 
hygiene and the establishments erected for the working classes. 
The large manufacturers and employers of labour in Austria 
have not been behind other countries in improving the condition of 
the workmen they employ ; they have organised superannuation 
funds, schools, infirmaries, and they have provided dwellings 
by constructing either separate houses or barracks where the 
system of concentration (dormitories, dining - halls, kitchens) 
prevails. These dwellings are either let or given gratuitously. 
Competent persons pronounce in favour of the rented dwelling 
in preference to the free dwelling, which has always the character 
of charity. The large mills and factories have constructed the 
most and the best. The difference is considerable according to 
the provinces. Moravia, Silesia, and Galicia are in the last rank. 
That which leaves, perhaps, the most to be desired, is the tem- 
porary dwelling which is offered in certain branches (textile, sugar 
factories, brickfields) to the workmen living at a distance. 

M. Raffalovich calls attention to some interesting works on the 
subject by M. Mischler, on which his information is based. 
According to the latter, the difficulty of securing a dwelling is 
especially noticeable in the suburbs of the large towns and in 
certain districts of the latter. Vienna, Prague, and Brunn 
present some astounding subjects for reflection. The Austrian 
capital is surrounded with a zone of suburbs (Hernals, Neulerchen- 
feld, Ottakring, Fiinfhaus), which have the character of industrial 
cities. ‘The population there lives in small old houses, deprived of 
air and light, in a state of abject poverty, or in the large rented 
barracks of a more modern construction. Generally they shelter 
from 50 to 70 persons, from 10 to 16 families. In the west of 
Vienna the old houses still represent one-fourth of the existing 
property. The average-sized house is non-existent. The latter is 
met with in the suburbs of Prague (Schmekow, Karolinenthal, 
Zykow). Here the average number of families does not exceed ten. 
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Some manufacturing towns (Brunn, Aussig, Reichenberg, Troppau) 
are situated similarly as the capital, in that there are houses of 
one storey high, but the houses with tkree or four storeys are 
lacking. The number of tenants varies from 15 to 20. The 
contrast between the enormous buildings of modern Vienna and 
the houses with the provincial and rural appearances in the suburbs 
is striking, 

“In Austria,” says M. Raffalovich, “there are relatively few 
houses inhabited by a single family; 10 per cent. at Hernals, 
Neulerchenfeld, Zykow; 10 to 20 per cent. at Ottakring, 
Wahring, Karolinenthal, Schmichow, Pilsen; 32 per cent. at 
Aussig. As to the number of rooms occupied, the following are 
a few statistics :— 


? 


One to Two 


One Room. 


Per Cent. of the | Per Cent. of the 


Apartments, Apartments. 
Vienna (10th district) - - - 66 93 
Hernals - - - - - 55 88 
Prague - - 84 96 
Karolinenthal - - - - 638 83 
Schmichow - - 68 83 
Zykow - ~ - - - 87 97 
Eger - - - - 65 90 


“ Among the dwellings of one room only, the majority have no 
kitchen ; among those having two rooms, in many the second room 
is a mere cupboard. These statistics are taken from the taxing 
lists, and the collectors are bound to consider as taxable as 
many objects as possible. These figures show that overcrowding 
must be great in the dwellings, that 80 to 90 per cent. of the 
apartments have only two rooms at the most. The standard of 
life suffers from it, whilst morality is affected by it. In the first 
arrondissement of Vienna, on the contrary, 7 per cent. only of the 
dwellings have only one room, 50 per cent. more than four rooms ; 
at Innsbruck, a non-industrial town, 70 per cent. have three or 
more rooms, a 

“The absence of a kitchen is inconvenient, and, where it exists, 
the kitchen serves for two or three families. The lowest state is 
the single room, which serves at one and the same time as living 
room, kitchen, and workshop. 

“* Home-working is not prevalent in the suburbs of Vienna and 
Prague; 10 per cent. at the most of the dwellings are used also 
as workroom, against 23 per cent. at Eger, 30 per cent. at Troppem, 
and 74 per cent. at Reichenberg. The artisan camps in the midst 
of his tools, it is not truly a home for him and his kindred; while 
some have small shops, in which they sell articles by day and 
where they sleep at night. Home-industry is practised principally 
in the small dwellings; the masters with their family, their 
apprentices and even their companions are often met with, It is 

59557. G 
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difficult to form an idea of the unhealthy and immoral state of 
this overcrowding of human beings at the side of benches, lathes, 
and raw materials. These unhappy people live in the garrets or 
in the cellars. 5 per cent. of the population at Vienna and 
Prague live in basements more or less unhealthy. 

“In Ausiria, the average per dwelling in the towns is from 
four to five persons. If the poorer quarters be particularly 
considered, there are three or four persons per room. On the 
other hand, in the more wealthy parts of the town, the larger the 
apartment the less is the number of persons per room. 

* Above three persons for one room, M. Mischler tells us, is 
overcrowding. At Prague (workmen’s quarters) 23 per cent. of 
the dwellings are overcrowded ; the average of occupants varies 
between six and seven for one room. The reports of the municipal 
doctors of Vienna show that in place of 10 cubic metres of air per 
occupant, there are scarcely three or four. In the same bed 
sleep as many as four persons, contented at not being obliged to 
sleep on the floor. In a garret to which access is had by a ladder 
six persons shared three beds. Ata cabinet-maker’s the benches 
were used as beds by the apprentices. In a stable there were six 
beds, placed in two tiers, as in a ship’s cabin. At the house of a 
plumber two apprentices were placed in the space under the 
staircase. At a blacksmith’s three workmen were lodged in a dark 
closet, without window, between the forge and the stable. Ina 
mill the bed of the workmen was placed on the furnace. The 
dormitories of the bakers’ boys are known at Vienna: in one 
(18 cubic metres) six persons sleep in beds close to each other, in 
the midst of an atmosphere white with flour. 

“ At Vienna, out of 100 dwellings, the rents are as follows :—- 


| Upto | 100to | 200t0 | s00to | s00to | 700t0 | Above 
Districts. | 100 Fl. | 200 Fl. | 300 Fl. | 500 FI. | 700 Fi. | 1,000 Fl. | 1,000 Fl. 
Fourth - - - 10 28 28 19 8 | 4 3 


“In 1886 there were computed to be 181,206 dwellings 
at Vienna, 27,463 of which (133 per cent.) have a rent less than 
100 fl. ; 61,729 (34:1 per cent.) from 100 to 200 f1.; 40,392 
(22°3 per cent.) from 200 to 300 fl. ; 28,601 (15°8 per cent.) from 
300 to 500 fil.; 11,258 (6-2 per cent.) from 500 to 700 fl.; 6,478 
(3°6 per cent.) from 700 to 1,000 fl. ; 7,985 (4:4 per cent.) more 
than 1,000 fi. 

“In the middle of the town, with the dwellings in the streets 
giving upon the Ring, half of the apartments contain more than 
four rooms, and a third of the population pays more than 1,000 fl. 
yearly. The Austrian workman can with difficulty spend more 
than 200 fl. for his dwelling. In the less expensive suburbs a 
room without cooking appliances is let for from 8 to 10 fl. per 
month. In the 10th district of Vienna, 86 per cent. of the 
dwellings let for less than 200 fi. ; at Ottakring, 91 per cent.; at 
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Prague, 88 to 95 per cent. In the manufacturing cities (Aussig, 
Eger, Reichenberg), 72 to 80 per cent. of the rents are less than 
100 fl. The rent for a Vienna workman varies between 100 and 
200 fl.; it absorbs from 20 to 25 per cent. of what he earns. 
The dwellings of from three to four rooms are let relatively 
cheapest. The rent of the room is dearest when the whole 
dwelling consists only of one room. Within recent years the 
rents have become higher, whilst the condition of the dwellings 
has grown worse. 

“It has been stated above that the large Austrian manufacturers 
have been paying attention to the housing of their workmen, and 
have built colonies near their establishments. The attention is 
chietly devoted to the question of the dwelling. An architect, 
M. Romstorfer, has published, under the auspices of the Imperial 
Agricultural Society, a treatise full of information, ‘Das Arbeiter-~ 
wohnhaus.’ 

“In 1886 Deputies Winterhofler, Mauthner, &c. brought in a 
Bill demanding, in favour of the houses constructed to serve as 
shelter for workmen by communes, co-operative societies, masters 
—healthy and cheap dwellings—that they might be free from 
taxation for 30 years; that the mortgages on these houses should 
not be subject to taxation. They limited the property to three 
storeys and four dwellings. Houses with a basement rented as 
an apartment were excluded from the benefits of the law. If the 
tenants purchased the house by annual instalments, the contract 
was free of stamp duty. 

“There was founded at Vienna in 1886 a company for the 
construction of workmen’s dwellings, healthy and cheap (Verein fur 
Arbeiterhéuser), in the town and the suburbs, which it will grant 
at the cost price, payable by annual instalments. It has built a 
number of them in the tenth district (4bsberg gasse). These are 
houses of one storey, containing four apartments (a room, a 
kitchen, a garret, and 1 small garden). Similar trials have been 
made at Brunn, Gratz, Innsbruck, and Villach. 

“Complaints are sometimes made of the scarcity of small 
dwellings, of the decreasing construction of houses for a single 
family. This is shown by the dearness of the land and by the 
density of the population. M. Monk, in his essay on the loca 
taxation of Vienna, is of opinion that the burden of taxation 
conduces to the building of large barrack dwellings. A house 
pays onan average in the capital of Austria 900 fl, of which 
711 fl, goes to the Government and 189 fl. to the town.” 
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XI.—_THE FOREIGN TRADE OF.COREA. 


The following particulars of the foreign trade of Corea for the 
year 1888 are extracted from the report of Mr. H. F. Merrill, 
Chief Commissioner of Customs at Seoul :— 

The year 1888 opened with a bright outlook for trade in Corea, 
and during the first three quarters the sanguine anticipations were 
fairly realised. The severe drought in the southern provinces 
during the summer months caused serious damage to the extensive 
rice fields in that section, amounting in some districts to a complete 
failure of the rice crop. The result of this calamity was seen in 
the comparative diminution of trade during the autumn months, 
which are naturally the best months of the year for commerce, 
and which witnessed a falling off from the figures of 1887 in 
almost every staple of import and export. The returns for 1888 
therefore show, on the whole, only a small increase in the total 
value of imports and exports over those of the year preceding, the 
net value of the trade in 1888 being 3,913,501 dollars, against 
3,620,437 dollars in 1887. 


Imports—The net value of the foreign import trade during 
1888 was 3,046,443 dols. ; that for 1887 having been 2,815,441 
dols. ; and for 1886, 2,474,185 dols. 

Cotton goods, as usual, made up nearly two-thirds of the entire 
importations, their value being 1,925,086 dols. Grey shirtings 
and lawns together contribute more than four-fifths of this 
amount—the former having been imported to the extent of 
442,786 pieces, valued at 1,297,187 dols., and the latter to the 
extent of 469,213 pieces, 362,048 dols. The joint value of these 
two descriptions of goods is almost the same as in 1887, but there 
was a decrease in the importation of the former from the figures 
of 1887, of 49,313 pieces, 143,095 dols.; while there was an 
advance in the importation of lawns of 185,669 pieces, valued at 
171,708 dols. American piece goods made but little headway 
against the well-established “ Dewhurst” brands. Lenos were 
imported to the extent of 25,862 pieces, valued at 61,589 dols., 
showing an increase of 16,379 pieces, 52,106 dols., over the pre- 
ceding year’s importations, and assuming a place in the list of 
imports next in importance to grey shirtings and lawns. Dyed 
shirting, jeans and twills, chintzes, sheetings, lastings, and yarn 
and thread were imported in somewhat increased quantities ; 
while the remaining articles in the list of cotton goods show some 
falling off. T-cloths were re-exported to the extent of 746 pieces 
in excess of the year’s importation. The fact seems to be that, 
outside of the staples—grey shirtings, lawns, and perhaps we may 
add lenos—there is no fixed demand for any particular kind of 
piece goods; the demand is capricious, raising now one and then 
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another variety into some prominence, at the expense of other 
varieties. 

Woollen goods have decreased in the value of a year’s importa~ 
tions from 46,962 dols. in 1887 to 22,645 dols. in 1888. Blankets 
and lastings are still the only important items in the list ; and it 
is probable that the remaining articles mentioned are imported 
chiefly for the benefit of Chinese and foreign residents. 

Metals have been imported in much larger quantities than ever 
before, the total value of importations being, for 1888, 213,981 dols. ; 
for 1887, 124,738 dols. ; and for 1886, 61,461 dols. The increase 
in copper (unmanufactured), from 255 piculs, 3,726 dols., in 1887, 
to 4,198 piculs, 67,943 dols., in 1888, and in spelter and zine 
from 222 piculs, 1,447 dol+., to 3,266 piculs, 21,302 dols., accounts 
for the greater part of this advance. Both these metals are used 
Jargely in the manufacture of copper cash, which has been going 
on vigorously at the new establishment in the western suburb of 
Seoul; and a considerable amount of each has gone into the 
coining of 1 and 2 cent pieces at the Government Mint. The 
tables show an increase also in iron nails, old iron, lead, quick- 
silver, white metal, and sundry manufactured metals; while 
refined copper, nail rod iron, bar iron, and tin in slabs were 
imported in somewhat diminished quantities. 


Sundries—Awongst the articles which, for lack of . better 
means of classification, are set down under the general heading 
“ Sundries,” manufactured silk (piece goods) is by far the most 
important item; the value of the importations increased from 
166,632 dols. in 1887 to 216,873 dols. in 1888. Silk piece goods 
come from China and Japan, but principally from the former 
country, whence their importation has doubtless been encouraged 
during the past year by the running of a steamer between 
Shanghai and Jenchuan, Raw cotton was imported to the extent 
of 1,812 piculs, 35,524 dols., against 510 piculs, 9,827 dols. in 
1887; the importations were chiefly at Yuensan, the domestic 
crop in the trade districts of Jenchuan and Fusan having been so 
good that little foreign cotton was required to supplement it. 
There is a very large annual consumption of “cotton wool” in 
the manufacture of wadded clothing, universally worn in cold 
weather, and the native cotton crop will never meet the demand 
unless inuch greater care and attention are given to what is now, 
in many districts, a somewhat neglected industry. The increase 
in the importation of grass-cloth, kerosine (all American), and 
matches (chiefly Japanese and Austrian), is worthy of remark. 
Horsehair was imported to the extent of 26 piculs, valued at 
2,548 dols. Large quantities of this article are used in making 
the gauze hats and head-bands peculiar to Corea. Rice appears 
both as an import and as an export, the export having taken 
place early in the year, and the import when the partial failure of 
the home crops became apparent. There was a large decrease in 
the importation of aniline dyes, needles, and salt. The market 
was doubtless overstocked with dyes by the large importation of 
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1887, and the falling off in salt is due to the restoration, in 
1887, of the native salt-pans, which had been destroyed the 
preceding year. 


Exports.—-The value of exports to foreign countries during 
1888 was 867,058 dols., against 804,996 dols. in 1887 and 
504,225 dols. in 1886. 

Beans, which leaped into sudden prominence as an export in 
1887, when 304,295 piculs were exported, were shipped in 1888 
to the extent of 443,546 piculs, valued at 471,541 dols., thus 
making up considerably more than one-half the total value of the 
export trade. It is more than ever apparent that beans are to be 
the staple export of Corea. Most of the beans exported were 
consumed in Japan, but a few cargoes went to China, where, 
owing to the failure of the Newchwang bean crop, there is likely 
to be a good market for Corean beans during the coming year. 
The exportation of cow-hides has diminished seriously. The 
shipments in 1885 were 20,159 piculs; in 1886, 25,491 piculs ; 
in 1887, 21,465 piculs ; while in 1888 only 14,908 piculs, valued 
at 210,631 dols., were exported. This falling off seems to have 
been due rather to the failure of demand than of supply, pro- 
ducers being unwilling to sell at prices which would leave room 
for profit to shippers. Hides from the northern provinces were 
probably taken overland to China. Shipments of hides to 
Europe are no longer profitable. Japan has taken all the hides 
recently shipped from Corea, and, at fair prices, would probably 
furnish a market for the entire supply of this commodity. The 
exportation of cow bones rose from 6,766 piculs in 1887 to 
12,214 piculs in 1888, Live stock, principally cattle, was 
exported to the extent of 1,397 head, being chiefly at Yuensan 
for Vladivostock. The exportation of dried fish reached a total 
of 24,812 piculs, valued at 29,461 dols. This product is used as 
a fertiliser in Japan. The greater part of the exportation has 
been, in former years, from Yuensan, but the shoals of small fish 
which furnished the product seemed to have moved further south 
in 1888, and the supply was taken at points nearer Fusan than 
Yuensan. Paper has become an item of some importance in the 
list of exports, 594 piculs, valued at 13,061 dols., having been 
shipped during the year. Corean paper of the better kinds is 
excellent in appearance, strength, and durability, but its cost is 
too great to allow any hope of an extensive foreign market. 
Other articles whose exportation amounted to respectable figures 
are béche de mer, 557 piculs, 7,477 dols.; white ginseng, 
117 piculs, 4,634 dols.; nutgalls, 814 piculs, 7,806 dols.; sea- 
weed, 10,643 piculs, 17,898 dols.; sharks’ fins, 404 piculs, 
11,359 dols. ; and raw silk, 99 piculs, 16,767 dols.. Gold was 
shipped to the value of 1,373,965 dols., as far as the shipments of 
this precious metal could be kept account of at the Customs. It 
is probable that enough more was taken away to bring the values 
of exports and imports very near together. 
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Shipping.—The total entries at Corean ports during 1888 were 
1,004 vessels, with a tonnage of 196,041. In 1887 the entries 
were 716, representing 181,297 tons. The increase was principally 
in the number of junks trading between Fusan and Japanese 
ports. Of the 221 steamers entered, 155 were Japanese, 28 were 
German, 14 were Chinese, and 24 Corean. 


Revenue——The net revenue for 1888 was 267,214°98 dols., 
an increase of 20,513°66 dols. over the collection of 1887, and 
of 106,927 dols. over 1886. 


General_—The want of cheap and efficient means of trans- 
portation between the open ports and the trading places on the 
coast and in the interior continues to be one of the greatest 
deterrents to the developments of trade. Corean boats are frail 
craft, better fitted for smooth inland waters than for coasting 
traffic; the transportation of cargo in them is hazardous, and at 
best is effected in such uncertain length of time as to upset all 
calenlations as to profit. Small schooners and strong sea-going 
junks of Chinese and Japanese patterns would doubtless greatly 
develop the coastwise traffic ; and it is probable that a few small 
steamers properly managed, might, after a period of unprofitable 
work at the outset, be ruu with advantage between the treaty 
ports and the more important unopened harbours on the coast. 

The Government mint was completed during the year, and a 
few thousand copper coins, 1 and 2 cent. pieces, have been minted, 
but none have as yet been put in circulation. 

Nothing was done during 1888 in connexion with the develop- 
ment of: the coal and other mineral deposits in Corea; but at the 
end of the year a mining engineer, engaged by the Corean 
representative in the United States, arrived at Seoul, the object 
of his engagement being to make a professional survey and report 
to the Government on the mineral resources of Corea and the 
best means of developing them. 
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XIL—THE FINANCIAL, AGRICULTURAL, AND 
MINING PROSPECTS OF TASMANIA. 


A communication, dated the 17th July last, has been received 
from Mr. E. N. C. Braddon, Agent-General for Tasmania, 
enclosing a memorandum upon the financial, agricultural, and 
mining prospects of Tasmania. The following is a copy of the 
memorandum in question :— 

“Tasmania appears to be enjoying a fair measure of prosperity 
that must be very welcome to the colonists, who have lately 
suffered from the almost universal trade depression. 

“The revenue for 1888 exceeded that of any preceding year 
by 45,000/., and the Treasurer is able to inform the country, in his 
budget speech, that the anticipated revenue of the current year 
will probably exceed the estimate, and provide a surplus whereby 
the previous deficit will be reduced without resort to additional 
taxation that had at one time seemed inevitable. 

“ The last harvest, which was, some time ago, reported to be 30 
per cent. better than that of the preceding year, is shown by later 
advices to have realised an average superior to that at first 
accepted, and with good crops the farmers have secured excellent 
prices. From the local press we gather information to the effect 
that on the north-west coast of Tasmania (the great. potato- 
growing district), the average yield per acre has been about 
11 tons, and the price from 32. to 3/. 10s. per ton. 

“ At the same time mining prospects in Tasmania continue to 
hold out hope of rich results. The assays of galena from the large 
silver fields, Mount Zeechan, and the Heazlewood territory, continue 
to be of a very promising character; several claims have now 
been tested in this way (some by assays in bulk of 50 tons and 
upwards), and while the general result has been about 100 ounces 
of silver per ton with 70 per cent. of lead, in some instances the 
proportion of silver has very greatly exceeded 100 ounces. In 
the Mount Zeehan country the silver lodes occur with great 
frequency over an area of some 35,000 acres.” 

The following information respecting mineral production in 
Tasmania is extracted from the Official Handbook of Tasmania 
compiled under the instructions of the government of that colony 
by Mr. Thomas C. Just :— 

‘Mining is now established as the leading productive industry of 
Tasmania. Sixteen years back there was little known, and less 
thought about it. In 1869 it was of such small importance that 
it was not even mentioned in the colonial statistics. In the 
following year an export of gold appeared—2,141 ounces—valued 
at 7,475/. In 1887 the export of gold was 42,609 ounces, valued 
at 158,533/. In those 15 years, 433,708 ounces of gold have 
been exported, valued at about 1,750,0001, to say nothing of 
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large quantities of the precious metal conveyed from the colony 
by private hand, of which no account can be taken by Govern- 
ment. Owing to the risk and expenses, gold-buying has not 
become an extensive branch of Tasmanian business; even the 
banks fight shy of it, and miners, knowing they can obtain better 
prices in Victoria, carry the gold there themselves. 

The second great branch of mining business is tin mining. In 
1872, just 16 years ago, this metal was unknown to Tasmanian 
statistics. In 1873, four tons of tin ore were exported, valued at 
2201. From that period tothe 30th June 1888 the exports of tin 
ore and smelted tin represented 51,297 tons, valued at 4,103,7602. 
No wonder that mining should have suddenly become almost the 
leading industry of the country, and mining speculation a species 
of gambling which, while it has made a few fortunes, has led many 
astray from more legitimate and certain pursuits, 

The principal gold mining regions are contiguous to the east 
and west banks of the River Tamar, about 35 miles from the town 
of Launceston. To the west are Beaconsfield and Salisbury, to 
the east Lefroy, Back Creek, and Denison. Lisle lies about the 
same distance nearly due east of T.aunceston; the Minnow and 
Middlesex plains, about 60 miles to the north-west; Lyndhurst 
and Gladstone, about 80 miles north-eastward ; the Cam and the 
Hellyer rivers on the north-west coast ; and Mangana, Mathinna, 
and the Scamander in the eastern portions of the colony. There 
are other places where gold has been found, and the neighbour- 
hood of the Pieman (now Corinna) and Whyte rivers, Mount 
Lyall, the King and Queen Rivers, on the west coast, give promise 
of becoming richly auriferous. 

Gold—Gold mining is the only branch in which we get any- 
thing like statistical details, and the returns exhibit some curious 
fluctuations, illustrative of the “ ups ” and “downs” of mining life. 
For instance, in 1872 we had 530 persons eegaged in gold 
mining, 310 in alluvial ground, and 220 in quartz reefs. In 1875 
we had only 101 persons engaged in gold mining—26 in alluvial, 
and 75 in quartz. In 1879 we had 2,060 persons employed in 
gold mining—1,535 in alluvial and 525 in quartz. In 1882 we 
had 1,591 persons engaged—553 in alluvial and 1,591 in quartz. 
The numbers then gradually declined, until in 1888 we had 
only 824 persons engaged in gold mining—329 in alluvial and 
496 in quartz. . It is nevertheless considered that the gold 
mining industry is healthy and vigorous, and that new discoveries 
will lead to a great advance in the numbers employed and the 
yield of the precious metal. ; 

In 1888 the value of the gold-mining plant employed was 
93,6751, divided thus: alluvial mining, 1,175/.; quartz mining, 
92,5000. 

Alluvial mining appears to be by far the most precarious and 
uncertain branch, In 1887 the yield of gold from this source 
was 6,134 ounces, valued at 23,6637. During the same year 
28,187 tons of quartz were crushed, producing 36,575 ounces of 
gold, valued at 134,8700. 
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The value of Tasmanian gold varies considerably according 
to locality, much of it, especially that from the eastward, contain- 
ing a per-centage of silver. The highest price obtained was 
4l. per ounce, whilst the lowest was 3/.17s. The average value 
of gold from the different localities in 1887 was 3l. 18s. 11d. per 
ounce. 

The total quantity of gold produced in Tasmania during the past 
ten years is estimated at 447,596 ounces, valued at 1,704,368I. 
The highest yield of the decennium was in 1879, when the 
quantity was 60,155 ounces, valued at 230,895/. 

Tin.—The quantity of tin ore raised during the year ending 
30th June 1888 was 5,447 tons. This quantity was pretty 
equally divided between Mount Bischoff, on the north-west coast, 
and the eastern tin mines. The produce of the smelting works 
for the same period was about 3,870 tons metal. 

Tron,—Iron ore is found in great quantity in different parts of 
Tasmania, but hitherto it has not been successfully turned to 
account. 

Copper.—Indications of copper lodes have been discovered in 
various parts of Tasmania, particularly at Mount Maurice, to the 
eastward of Launceston, and the Badger Head on the northern 
coast ; also at Frankford, about eight miles N. W. of Beaconsfield. 

Silver—The ores of silver are abundant in different parts of 
Tasmania, and are attracting considerable attention. At Mount 
Bischoff and Ramsey, on the north-west coast, several veins of 
galena have been cut, rich in silver, and there are also veins of 
antimonial lead containing a good per-centage of silver. At 
Mount Claude, in the western district, rich veins of silver-lead 
ore were discovered in 1881, and several companies were formed 
to prospect them, but little practical work has been done. Four 
distinct lodes have been cut, samples from which have yielded 
about 70 per cent. of lead, and 80 ounces of silver per ton, An 
important discovery of galena has been made at Long Plain on 
the west coast. Silver ore is being mined at Penguin Creek, on 
the north-west coast, but, so far, operations have proceeded little 
beyond the prospecting stage. At the Scamander River, on the 
east coast, the Scamander River Mining Company is actively at 
work. Other companies are at work in the vicinity, and a rich 
discovery has been recently reported at Rex’s Hill, near Avoca. 
Important discoveries of silver ore were made three or four years 
since in the county of Montagu, west coast, in the neighbourhood 
of Mount Zeehan, through the efforts of the Arthur and Long 
Plains aud Dispatch Prospecting Associations. Within the last 
18 months the district has been well prospected, and some 
splendid discoveries have been made. The country now known 
to contain these deposits extends (according to the report of the 
Government Geologist), “north to south, from six to seven 
miles, and east to west, from two to three miles.” 

Coal_— Coal is very widely disseminated throughout Tasmania, 
especially along the north-west, eastern, and southern coasts, 
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where, in certain localities, it has been and now is extensively 
worked. The principal coal measures of the north-west coast 
are*at the River Don and on the Mersey at Latrobe, and surround- 
ing districts. The mineral here is of a coarse bituminous quality, 
approaching to the common slate coal of England. A mineral 
resembling coal has been discovered on the eastern bank of the 
River Tamar, at a place called Dilston, but it has not yet been 
opened out. Coal has been found on the north-eastern corner of 
the island, near Waterhouse, but not in payable seams. A seam 
of partially bituminous coal has recently been opened near 
Longford. 

In the Fingal district, on the eastern coast, very superior coal 
exists, In the Mount Nicholas range there is a thickness of 
about 900 feet occupied by the coal measure series, and contain- 
ing seams of a very rich bituminous coal. This is associated with 
variegated and speckled sandstones, with clays, and shales. The 
principal seams are within moderate distance of each other, and 
they can be traced along the face of the ranges to the east 
of Fingal township. At Ben Lomond, Avoca, and at the 
St. Paul’s River, extensive coal measures also exist. Since the 
construction of the railway to Fingal several companies have been 
formed to work the Fingal coal mines, and a large quantity of the 
coal has been forwarded to market and found of excellent quality 
for domestic and land steaming purposes. 

At the Douglas River, near Bicheno, on the east coast, at Port 
Seymour, Port Arthur, and other places, and also in the Huon 
district, coal has been found, and some of the mines are now 
being worked for domestic supply. Passing inland, coal is found 
at various points south of Oatlands, and in one or two places it 
has been worked. At Jerusalem a mine has been at work for 
the past seven years, and the railway is largely supplied from it, 
the coal being of excellent quality. In the neighbourhood of 
New Town, near Hobart, coal mines have been successfully 
worked for many years. 

The total quantity of coal raised in 1885 was only 5,334 tons, 
valued at 5,215/.; but for the year ending 30th June 1888 
25,438 tons were raised, valued at 23,7971, principally from the 
Fingal district. At the Mount Nicholas Company’s mine alone 
the output has increased from 1,783 tons in 1886 to 20,100 tons 
for the year ending 30th June 1888. The native coal is now 
largely used by the railways and for other steam purposes, and is 
fast pushing the imported coal out of the market. 

Other minerals found in Tasmania but in a more limited 
quantity are bismuth, serpentine, asbestos, clays, pigments, Jime- 
stone, and slate. 
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XITL—STATISTICAL SKETCH OF NEW ZEALAND. : 


The following statistical sketch of the colony of New Zealand 
has been prepared from the Catalogue to the New Zealand 
Courts at the Paris International Exhibition, issued by the New 
Zealand Commission :— 


Population —The population of New Zealand increases very 
rapidly. A census is taken every three years. The estimated 
population on the 31st December 1888, exclusive of the aborigines, 
was 607,380, showing that the population has increased 2} times 
since the inauguration of the public works policy in 1871. This 
rapidity of increase has of course been much assisted by immigra- 
tion, but the high birth-rates, coupled with the low death-rates 
usually prevailing in the colony, have also contributed largely to 
this satisfactory result. The birth-rate of the year 1887 was 
32°09 per 1,000, whilst the death-rate for the same year was 
10°29 per 1,000. ; 

The North Island contains a native population of about 40,000, 
divided into many tribes, and scattered over 45,156 square miles. 
The South Island natives number but about 2,000, and they are 
spread over an immense tract of country, living in groups of a 
few families on the reserves made for them when the lands were 
purchased, for the whole of the South Island has been bought 
from the native owners by the Government. 


Commerce.—About th ree-fifths of the whole import and export 
trade of the colony is in direct connexion with the home country, 
the remainder representing the commerce carried on with 
Australia, America, Mauritius, and South Sea Islands. The 
imports for the year 1878 amounted to 8,755,667, and the 
exports to 6,015,7001., the former being equal to 20/. 13s. 6d., 
and the latter to 14/. 4s. 1d. per head of population. In 1888 the 
imports were 5,941,900/., and the exports 7,767,325/. The total 
value of import and export trade for the year ending 31st 
December 1888 amounted to 13,709,225/, the exports containing 
the following chief items: — Wool, value 3,115,008/.; gold, 
914,3091.; agricultural produce—grain, 653,3112; butter and 
cheese, 197,1701.; frozen meat, 628,129/.; kauri gum, 380,9332, ; 
tallow, 124,950/.; timber, 179,312. 

The official return of New Zealand imports and exports for the 
first quarter of 1889 has just been prepared. The exports during 
the first quarter of 1889 amounted to the unprecedented value of 
3,417,734/. This is not even approached by any previous quarter, 
and is by far the largest quarter’s exports that have ever left the 
colony. The imports during the same period amount to only 
1,721,988, as against 1,755,662/. for the March quarter of 1888, 
although the first is usually the heaviest quarter of the year in 
respect of imports, mainly on account of the season’s importation 
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of drapery, &c. Thus the quarter’s exports were as nearly as 
possible double the imports in value. For the year ended March 
31st the imports were only 5,908,226/., an exceptionally low total, 
while the exports were 8,201,609/, the latter being the largest 
ever recorded in New Zealand for one year, exceeding the imports 
by nearly 2} millions sterling. The New Zealand imports for 
the last 15 years (1874-1888) inclusive, amounted to 111,452,422/, 
exceeding the exports by 15,227,3077. 


Grazing.—W 00l is undoubtedly the most important production 
of New Zealand, its value as an export being more than double 
that of gold. The extent to which pastoral pursuits have been 
followed may be estimated by the quantity of stock in the colony 
in 1886 (when the census was last taken). The numbers of the 
undermentioned kinds were as follows :—Horses, 187,382; 
cattle, 895,461; sheep, 15,254,198; pigs, 369,992. 

These numbers do not include the animals in the possession of 
the aboriginal natives, no estimate of which can be given, while, 
however, possessing a considerable number of horses, they own 
but small numbers of sheep and cattle. The export of wool has 
grown, since the first settlement of the colony in 1839, to an 
export in 1888 estimated in value at 3,115,008/. In ten years the 
increase in the quantity has been at the rate of 124 per cent. 
During the last few years the export value of wool has diminished, 
this being attributable partly to the increased manufacture of 
woollen goods in the colony and partly to the lower price of wool 
in the European markets. 

Within the last few years new employment has been found for 
capital and labour in New Zealand by the establishment of 
refrigerating works. Beginning in 1882 with an export value of 
19,000/., the shipments of frozen meat have increased in five 
years so rapidly that this item now occupies third place in the 
annual value of’ exports, the total declared value of frozen meat 
exported in 1888 being 628,129/. At the works of the New 
Zealand Refrigerating Company at Dunedin and Oamaru, there 
were frozen 146,591 sheep and 460 cattle during 1887; and at 
the factory of the Wellington Meat Export Company there were 
frozen 104,249 sheep and 660 head of cattle. 


Gold.—Second to wool only in value as an export is gold, 
which was discovered in 1842, less than three years from the 
foundation of the colony ; but it was not practically worked until 
1852, when the mines at Coromandel first attracted attention to 
the district of Cape Colville peninsula, which at the present time 
forms the chief seat of true mining operations in New Zealand. 
The yield from those mines has up to the present time been over 
four and a half millions sterling, but is small when compared with 
the quantity of alluvial gold obtained more recently in the South . 
Island. The value of the gold exported from New Zealand for 
the year 1888 was 914,309/., making the total value of New 
Zealand gold exported from the year 1857 to 31st December 
1888, inclusive, 44,956,885/. 
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Copper and Other Minerals.—Copper, which in the earlier days 
of the colony formed a very important item of export, has of late 
years almost entirely disappeared from the Customs returns. Its 
value as an article of export has been more than replaced by the 
more precious meial, silver, that which is exported from the 
colony being chiefly extracted from the gold obtained at the 
Thames, which is alloyed with about 30 per cent. of the less 
valuable metal. Within the iast two years, however, several 
mines have been opened where the ore is argentiferous galena 
that yields 20 to 220 ounces of silver to the ton. 

Other valuable mineral ores are found in various parts of the 
colony, such as chrome, lead, zinc, antimony, and manganese. 
No iron mines are at present worked, though almost every known 
variety of iron ore has been discovered in the colony ; the working 
being limited to the black sands, which occur plentifully on the 
coasts. There are also few soils or stream gravels that will not 
yield a considerable quantity when washed ; the chief deposits are, 
however, on the seashore of the west coast of both islands, the 
best known being that at Taranaki. Hematite iron ores are 
largely used for the manufacture of paint. 


Coal—The extensive coal-fields existing in New Zealand are a 
most valuable possession to the colony. Coal mines are being 
worked in the provinces of Auckland, Nelson, Canterbury, and 
Otago, including Southland ; those in the provinces of Auckland, 
Nelson, and Otago producing, at present, the largest quantities. 
At Mount Rochfort or Buller mines, the seams are on a high 
plateau, are 10 to 14 feet thick, and from 900 to 3,000 feet 
above sea level. Accurate surveys of this coal-field show it to 
contain 140,000,000 tons of bitumin»us coal of the best quality 
and easily accessible. 


Shale.—In 1886, attention was iirected to the resources of the 
colony in respect to petroleum, and some very fine oils were 
found. There are three principal localities, and these produce 
each a distinct kind of oil, the sugar loaves in the Taranaki pro- 
vince ; Poverty Bay, on the east coast of the province of Auckland ; 
and Mauntahi, Waiapu, East Cape. 

Since 1857, the total value of minerals raised in New Zealand 
has been 50,981,028/. 


Agriculture—In the whole of the colony there are about 
12,000,000 acres of land fitted for agriculture, wherein the form 
of surface is suitable, and about 50,000,000 acres better adapted 
for pasturage, but from these estimates allowance must be made 
for about 20,000,000 acres of surface at present covered by 
forest. 

The average yield of wheat for the year 1887-88, a bad year, 
was 22°94 bushels per acre for the whole colony, the average for 
the last five years being 27°62 bushels per acre. For Otago, the 
average yield was 29°84 bushels ; for Tastateny, 24°83 bushels ; 
for Wellington, 26°58 bushels. 
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The average yield of other produce for the same year (1887-88) 
for the whole colony was: oats, 31°24 bushels per acre ; barley, 
26°26 hushels per acre; potatoes, 5:44 tons per acre. 


Manufactures. — The manufacturing industry has_ steadily 
advanced in importance during the last decade. In 1878 the 
total number of industries was 942, while in 1886 the total 
number of manufacturing establishments had risen to 2,268, 
employing 25,655 persons; the capital invested amounting to 
5,697,1171, and the produce amounting to 7,436,649/. The 
more important manufacturing industries are naturally associated 
with the staple products of the colony—as, for example, saw mills 
and sash and door manufacturies, grain mills, fellmongering, 
tanning, currying, and wool-scouring ; meat freezing, preserving, 
and boiling-down works; woollen mills, soap and candle works, 
quartz-crushing batteries, &c. 

The following statement shows the movement of the population 
(not including the Maoris) since the year 1854 :— 

32,554 in 1854; 59,413 in 1858; 218,668 in 1867; 299,514 
in 1874; 414,412 in 1878; 489,933 in 1881; and 607,380 in 
1888. 
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1. Statistical Abstract for the Principal and other Foreign 
Countries in each Year from 1877 to 1886-87 (as far as the 
particulars can be stated), (C.—5606.) Price 1s. 2d. 


This is the fifteenth number of this Abstract, which is issued 
annually by the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade. 
It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation of the 

rincipai foreign countries down to the end of the year 1887. 

tatements are also given relating to the agriculture, railways, 
telegraphs, postal statistics, emigration and immigration, finance, 
coinage, mining production, and fisheries of most of the principal 
countries of Europe, and the United States, the information in 
each case being carried down to the most recent date for which it 
has been received by the Board of ‘Trade. 


2. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties, 
as reported to the Board of Trade during the Three Months 
ending 31st of March 1889, in pursuance of the Regulation of 
Railways Act (1871), 34 § 35 Vict. cap. 78 ; together with Reports 
of the Inspecting Officers of the Railway Department to the Board 
of Trade upon certain Accidents which were inquired into 


(C—5746.) Price 11d, 


During the three months in question one person only, a 
passenger, was killed through accidents to trains, in. comparison 
with one passenger and two servants killed in the corresponding 
period of 1888. The number of persons injured, however, was 
larger, 265 as against 197. By causes other than accidents to 
trains, 124 persons were killed and 227 injured; of these deaths 
by far the greater number were caused by trespassing on the 
railways. In addition to those already mentioned, 100 servants 
of companies were killed while employed on their duties, and 647 
were injured. There were other’casualties reported to the Board 
of Trade, and finally the total number of personal accidents in 
connexion with the railway companies during the three months 
amounted to 239 persons killed and 2,660 injured. Of the persons 
killed, 21 committed suicide. 


3. Pauperism (England and Wales), Return (A.). Compara- 
tive Statement of Pauperism, April 1889. 115. (aA. 111.) 
Price 2d. 


This return shows the number of persons (excluding lunatics in 
asylums, registered hospitals, and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
who were relieved in England and Wales on the last day of each 
week of the months of January, February, March, and April 
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1889. Ancther table gives the number of persons relieved on the 
corresponding days of April during the last 33 years. In each 
week of April 1889 the number of paupers in receipt of relief was 
very considerably smaller than the number relieved in the 
corresponding month of the three preceding years, and of the 
large majority of the other years. The proportion which the 
paupers bore to the estimated population of the country, moreover, 
was smaller in the last week of April 1889 than it was in the 
corresponding week in any of the other years comprised in the 

table. In 1863, when the proportion was highest, it reached 49°7 
to the 1,000, whilst in the present year it was only 25:1. The 
pauperism of London in April 1889 compares less favourably with 
former years than that of England and Wales as a whole, but the 
number of persons relieved was, notwithstanding, smaller than in 
each week of the month in the two preceding years. The pro- 
portion of pauperism to the population of London was smaller in 
April 1889 than in the corresponding month of any other year ~ 
since 1857 except 1885. In that year the proportion was lowest, 
having fallen to 22°0 to the 1,000. It was highest in 1870, when 
it reached 44°8 to the 1,000, as compared with 22°1 in 1889. 


4, Contracts with Foreigners, 215. Price 4d. 


This is a return of all contracts for articles of home manufacture 
made in the United Kingdom by the several Government depart- 
ments, between the Ist day of April 1888 and the 31st day of 
March 1889, with contractors outside the kingdom. The only 
sums of any magnitude are 22,2217. for salt pork for the Contract 
Department of the Admiralty, and 18,0787. for armour-piercing 
projectiles for the War Office. 


5. Salmon Fishing (Scotland), 246. Price 1d. 


This is a return giving each case where a right of salmon 
fishing in the sea off the coast of Scotland is held under a lease 
from the Crown, showing the original date and rent at which a 
lease of such right was first given by the Commissioners of Woods, 
and the present rent paid in each case, and stating the distance to 
sea to which rights under such leases are expressed to extend. 
It also gives each case in which a right of salmon fishing in the 
sea off the coast of Scotland has been sold by the Crown, with 
the sums paid in respect of each such sale since the transference 
of the management of the Crown rights in Scottish salmon 
fisheries to the Office of Woods and Forests, and states the 
distance to sea to which rights so sold are stated to extend. 


6. Sea Fisheries Act (1868). Orders for Fishery Grants, 
1889. Report by the Board of Trade of their Proceedings under 
Part III, of “« The Sea Fisheries Act, 1868.” 245. Price 4d. 

No application has been reccived since the last report was 
issued, and the only proceedings taken have been prohibitions of 

59557. H 
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oyster and mussel fishery at Falmouth and Truro during the six 
warmer months (April to September) of the year. No alterations 
in the regulations have been made. 


7. Lighthouses, §c. (Local Inspections), Copies of Reports tu 
the Board of Trade by the Trinity House of Deptford Strond, 
and the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, of their Inspec- 
tion of Local Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons. 267, Price 14d. 


The report of the Inspector of Harbour Lights states that the 
navigation of the Clyde at night is greatly facilitated by the new 
buoys and beacon lighted by gas. The Inspector states that it 
will be satisfactory to the Commissioners to learn that the 
periodical inspection of the harbour lights of Scotland and the Isle 
of Man has led to a marked improvement, not only in the general 
management and efficiency of the lights, but in the illuminating 
power also. 


8, Light-Vessels, Electrical Communication Committee. 
Second and Final Report of the Committee appointed by the Board 
of Trade to inquire into the desirability of Electrical Communi- 
cation between Light-Vessels (and outlying Lighthouses) and the 
Shore, with the special object of facilitating the Saving of Life at 
Sea, together with Appendices. (C.—5763.) Price 2d, 

The Committee reports that the experiments which have been 
carried on since December 1884, in connecting the “ Sunk ” light- 
ship with the mainland, have completely shown the possibility 
of establishing electrical communication, even in positions where 
the conditions of tides and currents are most unfavourable. But 
they do not consider that the expenditure involved is com- 
mensurate with the advantages gained, and they recommend 
that the service between the “Sunk” light-ship and the shore 
should be discontinued. In like manner, they do not feel justified 
in advising that electrical communication should be established 
with outlying lighthouses or islands for the: special service of 
saving life at sea. 


9. Report from the Standing Committee on Trade (including 
Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping and Manufactures, on the 
Merchant Shipping (Tonnage) Bill ; with the Proceedings of the 
Committee. 218. Price 2d. 

This is a detailed statement of the manner in which the 
Standing Committee on Trade went through the Bill in question, 
and of the amendments in it which they made, with the division 
upon each question. 


10. Report from the Select Committee on Coal Duties (London) 
Abolition Bill; with the Proceedings of the Committee. 228, 
Price 1d. 


This is the report of the Select Committee which was 
appointed to inquire into the amount and character of any duties 


| 
| 
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in respect of coals which would accrue to the Corporation of the 
City of London on the expiration of “ The Coal and Wine Duties 
Continuance Act” of 1868; the manner in which the fourpence 
per ton allocated to the Corporation of the City of London by 
statute for the Holborn Valley Improvements has been expended ; 
how far any sums of money that were borrowed for Holborn 
Valley Improvements remain still unpaid; and whether in con- 
sequence of the abolition of the said duties there shall be any, 
and, if so, what, provision made in the Bill in respect of such 
debt, if any existing on the primary security of such duties. 


11. Report from the Select Committee on Coal Duties (London) 
Abolition Bill, 228. Price 9d. 


This is a duplicate of the former, with the addition of minutes 
of evidence, and an appendix. 


12. Commercial. No. 19 (1889). Papers respecting the Inter- 
national Convention of Labour in Factories to be held at Berne. 
(C—5721.) Price 1d. 


A reprint of a paper previously published, now amended by 
the insertion of an English translation of the letter from the 
President of the Swiss Confederation. 


13. Exciseable Articles. (Diagrams.) Copy of Diagrams 
showing the Consumption from 1856 to 1888 of Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, 
and Chicory, of Alcoholic Beverages, and of Tobacco, compared with 
the Increase of Population. 121. Price 1s. 34d. 


The consumption of non-alcoholic beverages has been steadily, 
and very rapidly, on the increase for the last 50 years, while the 
consumption of alcoholic drinks has been very stationary, and 
since 1876 has slightly declined; that of beer has remained 
almost exactly parallel with the increase of population. There 
has been a regular increase in the consumption of tobacco, and it 
is a curious fact that this was not affected to any appreciable 
extent by the Tobacco Act of 1863, by the levying of the cigar 
duty in 1864, or by the added duty of 4d. per lb. in 1878. The 
chart of foreign spirits shows a steady decline in the use of rum 
since 1875, and of brandy since 1876, with a rapid increase in 
the use of other spirits, chiefly gin, since 1881. The chart of the 
consumption of wines does not mark any changes with the same 
clearness of indication, but suggests that during the last 15 years 
the consumption of Spanish wine has regularly declined. 


14, Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1888. (C.—5777.) Price 1s. 


To this report are appended statistics of the Sea and Oyster 
Fisheries of Ireland for 1888, of the Irish Reproductive Loan 


H 2 
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Fund and Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund, of Fish exported and 
imported, and of the Salmon Fisheries. The quantity of 
mackerel taken in 1888 was considerably less than in 1887, and 
in the herring fishery the diminution was still greater. There 
is not much improvement in the condition of the public oyster 
beds. A great impetus has been given to fish curing on the 
coasts of Cork and Kerry by the demand for salted mackerel in 
America. 


15. Bankruptcy. Sixth Report by the Board of Trade under 
Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. (C.—5791.) Price 6d. 


This is the annual report of the Inspector-General in Bankruptcy. 
The liabilities in cases in which receiving orders were issued in 
the year ending 31st December 1888, amount to 7,110,948/., and 
the assets to 2,242,7471, showing a diminution in liabilities as 
compared with the preceding year of 1,824,877/, and in assets 
of 424,415/. The figures are for England only, not for the 
United Kingdom, Scotch and Irish bankruptcy being separately 
dealt with. The following table shows the number of bank- 
ruptcies, liquidations or schemes, and compositions, with the 
amount of liabilities and assets, in each year from 1883 to 1888, 
inclusive :— 


Total Total of Total of Peter’ 
0} 0 0. 0: ota 
ce Number of | Liabilities. Assets. _| Assets to Total 
Liabilities. 
£ £ 
1888 - 8,555 21,268,151 5,987,544 28°1 
Under Act of 1869 ° 910 3,940,596 898,958 22°8 
344 Under Act of 1883 - 3,260 10,019,399 3,117,040 30°9 
i 

otal - 4,170 13,989,995 4,015,998 28°7 
1885 4,388 9,087,789 3,093,151 34°2 
1836 4.816 7,913,871 2,855,160 36°1 
1887 4,839 8,935,825 2,667,162 
1888 4,826 7,110,948 2,249,747 31°5 


The report states that it has not hitherto been possible to 
estimate the amount of insolvency dealt with outside of the 
Bankruptcy Act, but under the Deeds of Arrangement Act of 
1887, which requires every private deed of arrangement, together 
with the estimated amount of assets and liabilities in each case, to 
be registered, it is now possible to do so, so far as they are concerned. 
It appears that the total number of arrangements so registered in 
England and Wales during 1888 (which were not upset by 
subsequent bankruptcy) was 3,495. The liabilities in these cases 
were 4,803,481/., and the assets 2,416,755/. 
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Return of the QuanTITIEs soLp and AveRrAGE Prices of Britisn 
Corn, ImrertaLt Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


| I—Corn Prices. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th July 1889 - 29,106 4 575 7 1,640 1 
‘ ee - | 25,402 3 172 3 1,920 4 
20th 55 -| 38,349 257 3 2,263 7 
” 27th ,, » - 45,745 7 1,026 1 1,869 1 
July 1889 - . - | 188,603 6 2,031 6 7,693 5 
4 Corresponding month wn 1858 - | 106,549 3 624 7 3,636 O 
| 1887 -| 101,469 4 2,321 6 6,387 3 
[ Average Prices. 
a @ a 
Week ended 6th July 1889 - 28 4 20 9 19 7 
13th 4, 5s 29 3 19 9 18 11 
20th 4, 29 4 21 1 19 3 
5 30 0 25 0 19 10 
July 1889 . - - 29 2 21 7 19 4 
June 1889 . - - 28 6 21 6 18 8 
May 29 9 23 10 18 4 
April ‘> - - - 29 10 25 O 47 6 
March “a - “ - 30 7 25 10 16 11 
February ,, 29 6 26 4 16 
January . - - - 80 2 26 9 16 4 
December 1888 - 31 27 16 6 
November - 31 10 28 1 16 
October - - 29 7 16 5 
September ,,_ - - - 35 10 28 6 18 2 
August ,, - = 35 0 21 19 O 
July 1888 - 31 10 24 3 17 3 
» 188% 34 4 21 0 17 2 
» 1886 -| 37 2 23 10 20 6 
» 85 33 8 28 10 92 2 
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1889. 


Return of the Numpers, NATIONALITIES, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st July 1889, and the Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1889, compared with the corresponding i 
Periods of the previous Year. 


| 
British All 
United Austral- corre- 
Nationalities. States. Total. sponding 
‘onth, 
1888. 
Month ended 31st July 1889, 
English - - 7,938 1,841 | 1,589 | 1,589 12,907 12,446 
| 
Scotch - - - . 1,286 437 | 261 | 96 2,080 2,197 
Irish 183 | 276 | 27 | 38,517 -4459 
| | | 
| | 
Total of British origin -! 12,225 2461 | 2,076 | 1,712 18,504 19,102 
| 
Foreigners - - 5,941 1,453 6s | 289 7,701 8,630 
Nationalities not distinguished - _ _ oa 128 123 152 
| | 
| | 
Total - ° - =! 18,196 3914 | 2144 | 2,074 | 26328 | 27,884 
| 20,214 ,202 | 2026 1442 | 27,884 -- 


| 

| 

| i 
Seven Months ended 31st July 1889. 


! 
| 
English - - - 51,951 15,498 12,520 | | | 98,662 
Scotch - - - 109% | 2982 1,377 | 16148 | 23,075 
| 
- - -| 41,883 1,402 1,617 1,767 46,669 | 52,775 
| 
| | 
Total of British origin - | 104,763 | 19,882 | 15,523 | 14,861 | 155,029 773,852 > 
{ 
Foreigners - . - | 46,140 1747 298 1,492 | 55,677 | 87,888 
Nationalities not distinguished 1,467 1,467 | 4,377 


16,463 11,004 257,144 


Tiel for | 


Notr.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subjected to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
| 

Total - . - - | 150,903 | 27,629 | 15,821 | 17,820 | 212,173 | es7,977 
| 


| 
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AND WALES. 


Noumser of Receiving Orpers GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 


Occupations. 
Seven months 
ended July 
1889. 1888. 1889. 1888. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted -| 484 439 | 2,823 | 2,934 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &e.  - - 32 380 213 231 
Publicans and hotel keepers, Set. - 19 28 161 200 
Builders - ~ - 22 18 146 147 
Farmers - - - - 12 20 143 162 
Butchers - - - 13 17 102 69 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - 9 9 89 99 
Bakers - - - 17 4 84 68 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. - - 17 15 75 68 
Tailors, &e. 4 56 54 
Decorators, painters, plambers, &e. - 6 14 55 63 
Agents, commission and general - 9 7 51 42 
Carpenters and j pe - - 8 9 47 42 
Solicitors - 3 4 40 28 
Coal and coke merehents and dealers - 9 8 40 30 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 7 8 39 45 
Greengrocers, oan, &e. - : 5 3 34 24 
Auctioneers - - - 5 3 34 28 
Fishmongers, poulterers, a. - - 5 6 33 29 
Confectioners - . 3 8 29 35 
Ironmongers - : 5 2 29 21 
Jewellers, watchmakers, “importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 4 5 28 37 
Clerks, commercial and general - 4 5 26 45 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 5 2 26 17 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses + 1 3 22 16 
Travellers, commercial, &e. = - 4 2 22 25 
Carriers, carmen, and 
hauliers 4 8 22 14 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, ond straw 
, merchants and dealers - - 5 8 22 24 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - 3 4 21 34 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 3 —_ 21 30 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 3 4 19 23 
Engineers and nee &e. - 3 5 18 15 
Millers 3 2 18 11 
Furniture dealers and makers - 3 2 18 21 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - 6 6 18 29 
Kestaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers - - 2 2 17 14 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers . 3 4 17 30 
Merchants - - - 4 2 17 26 
General dealers - - - 2 4 16 20 
Printers and publishers - - 4 2 16 11 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 5 3 16 9 
Wine and spirit merchants, &r. - 2 3 15 12 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 2 8 15 7 
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Jul Seven months 
wy ended July 
1889. 1888. 1889. 1888. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No No No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
China, glass, earthenware, &c. dealers - 4 7 15 19 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters 14 12 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &c. - - 1 3 14 9 
Contractors - - - 1 2 12 13 
Brokers, stock and share - - 1 2 12 6 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 1 2 ll 14 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ~ - 2 3 11 12 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 4 4 lL 4 
Curriers, tanners, and leather nmnieete 1 4 11 19 
Lodging-house keepers - - - 1 cad 10 9 
Stationers - - 1 1 10 13 
Carriage, &c. builders - 2 10 417 
Aérated and mineral waters manufac- 
turers - - - - 1 2 10 6 
Brewers and beer makers - 1 1 10 5 
Cotton and &e. 4 4 10 ‘Ss 
Hatters - —_ 3 10 15 
Fruit merchants, &e. - q 9 4 
Carvers, gilders, and picture frame- 
ers - 1 4 9 8 
Architects and surveyors - - 3 1 9 9 
Booksellers and publishers 1 9 5 
Wheelwrights - - - 2 9 10 
Oil and colour merchants - - —_ 1 8 12 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 1 1 8 9 
Horse dealers, trainers, &c. - - | 2 4 8 10 
Clerks in Holy Orders - - - 2 2 7 10 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors ~ 2 5 6 15 
Wool dealers (Berlin) - - ome 4 3 14 


IV.—Exprort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT Britain. 


Ruivrn of the Number of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the month ended 31st July 1889, and during 
the First Seven Months of the Year 1889, compared with the corre- 
_ Sponding Periods of the Year 1888. 


Seven months 
duly ended July 
Animals. 

1889, 1888. 1889, 1888. 

No. N o. No. No. 
Cattle - - - - - | 31,874 | 54,846 | 281,562 825,524 
Sheep - . | 115,101 | 775,174 | 296,117 | 288,238 
Swine 9,817 | 74,703 | 256,490 | 374,284 
Goats - - 976 1,157 6,150 4,112 
Horses - - =| 812) 3,723] 18,396 | 77,846 
Mules or Jennets 1 6 7 13 
Asses - - -| 217 198 | 1,002 829 
Total . - | 160,992 | 189,147 | 858,724 | 950,846 


| 
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V.~—FIsHERY STATISTICS —ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Sratewent of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Enetiso and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds, during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July 
1889, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1888. 


July Seven — ended 
1889. 1888, 1889, 1888. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot - - - 4,435 5,010 31,545 33,663 
Soles - 6,781 5,759 42,158 48,094 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished = - 3,679 12,509 24,912 67.179 
Total prime fish . . 14,895 23,278 98,615 144,536 
Salmon 1,395 1,894 2,547 3,538 
Cod - 16,070 11,557 173,037 147,328 
Plaice - 51,758 51,187 338,591 402,763 
Ling - 6,393 4,094 55,971 40,349 
Haddock 121,263 111,917 894,893 872,404 
All other, except shell fish 104,240 93,968 720,196 698,678 
Total - 484,902 414,964 || 2,868,731 | 2,878,828 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - 201,784 72,834 504,048 249,262 
Crabs 736,941 729,514 4,569,125 4,016,550 
Oysters - - - | 2,390,000 1,110,000 15,649,000 | 75,376,000 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 23,977 26,994 256,793 289,877 
VALUE. 
Turbot 13,777 13,827 105,636 97.438 
Soles - 36,467 26,873 | 287,000 218,192 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished : 8,820 30,650 || 91,584 174,107 
Total prime fish 59,064 74,850 434,220 | 489,797 
Salmon -| 6,078 || 15,791 21,555 
Cod e| 9,206 5885 |) 114,440 98,142 
Plaice - 45,664 42,324 307,222 352,132 
Ling 4,253 2,738 | 43,601 28,968 
Haddock - ° ° 38,067 32,651 381,971 366,187 
Mackerel - 7,465 10,472 | 208,024 227,796 
Herrings - 42,696 42,054 82.312 74:083 
Pilchards - 845 740 4,877 2,348 
All other, except shell fish - . . 2,363 58,437 493,€69 478,878 
Total - + 285,701 274,708 || 2,089,887 | 2,748,522 
Shell fish :— | 
Lobsters - 8,031 3,097 || 21,044 11,521 
Crabs 9,061 75245 | 43,011 34,834 
Oysters -| 4,713 2,118 39,958 50,520 
Other shell fish 8,092 9,882 |) 53,149 
Total 29,897 21872 | 171,719 150,024 
Total value of fish landed -| 315,598 296,520 | 2,261,606 | 2,293,546 


NorE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The val 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. — 
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VI.—FisHERY STATISTICS.—ScOTLAND. 
STATEMENT of the ToTAL Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scotcn Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1889, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1888. 
Seven Months ended 
July July 
1889, | 1888, 1889, 1888, q 
QUANTITY. 

| Cwts Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Turbo - - | 4 3,749 2,979 
Soles Soles) - 1,436 828 8,568 6,549 
Salmon - - - | 

a - - | 26,746 28. 408,346 
Lin - - - 10,087 13,413 123,529 118,628 
Haddock - - 27,911 20, 466,648 465,293 
Mackerel - - - - 174 207 
Herrings - . - - =| 1,825,074 609,619 1,906,773 1,285,088 
Sprats  - - - 812 10,345 
rsk (Tusk) - 818 1,842 10,938 12,732 
Saith (Coal Fish - - - «| 6,918 1679 67,924 77,07 
Whiting - - - - -| 5,031 5,993 34,593 45,204 
Halibut 569 19,994 195598 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - - 5,036 3,266 42,614 52,718 
Eel - - : - 447 41h 10,363 6,572 
Skate - - - 1,545 1,597 41,372 52,308 
All other, “except shell fish - - 5,759 4499 45,503 60,096 
Total - - - | 1,418,237 707409 | 3,191,958 2,565,927 
| | 
Shell fish :— No. No | No. No. 
Lobsters - - 40, | 43,100 | 332,800 395,800 
Crabs - 199,000 | | 2,244,500 | 2,475,200 
Oysters 1,300 | 169,100 89,200 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
Mussels 5,834 9,612 |. 92,553 186,936 
Clams - - - - - 5 580 760 12,084 
Other shell fish - . - 3,914 4,862 | 35,555 39,087 
VALUE 
£ £ £ 
(Lemon Soles) 1,895 967 2, 8,028 
Lin 3,007 3, 42,333 48,918 
Mackerel - - - . 5 4 
- 228,183 185,967 380,092 247,030 
Torsk (Tusk) - 7 . : 138 200 1,651 1992 
Saith (Coal ish) 1,051 2 8,908 10,509 
Whiting - a - ° 1,574 1,796 12,398 14,952 
Halibut - - = - - 9 252 17,385 19,208 
Flounder, Plaice, | Brill 4,115 1,989 29,948 33,422 
Eel 216 229 5,275 3,572 
Ska 299 287 8,586 10,491 
All except shell fish 960 619 8,725 11,504 
Total 263,090 155,983 860,164 919,529 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters - - 1,655 4,704 14,978 17,961 
bs - 927 1,722 10,700 11,053 
Oysters - - 8 7 408 
ussels 329 615 5,459 7,979 
Clams - - - 40 79 1,394 1,774 
Other shell fish 805 778 6,465 7,093 
Total 3,764 4895 39,782 46,808 
Total value of fish landed - | 266,854 160,878 899,946 766,397 
Notz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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VIIL—FisHery STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


of the Totat Quantity and of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the IrtsH Coasts during the Month and Seven Months 


; ended 31st July 1889, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1888, 


= July | Seven Months ended July 
1889, | 1888, | 1889, | 1888. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts 
Soles - 402 320 2,792 1,984 
Total prime fish 485 882 8,729 2,330 
Cod 1,339 1,013 30,932 24,519 
Lin 1,588 1,007 15,644 7,840 
Haddock 772 728 6,394 2,728 
Mackerel ° 4,784 8,387 387,681 85,782 
Herrings - 28,082 8,868 57,650 
Sprats - od ° 820 130 7,825 130 
iting - 771 6,812 9,485 
Hake 1,124 164 | 4,423 2,928 
All other, except shell fish ° 6,764 4,823 45,008 28,577 
Total 46,529 27,264 566,098 197,519 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters 107,921 25,731 207,101 69,729 
Crabs’ - - 46,362 206,255 120,085 
Oysters - 712,390 101,895 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - - : 796 209 10,109 10,677 
VALUE 
£ £ £ £ 
Turbot - 259 219 3,064 2,228 
Soles - 1,369 706 10,778 5,610 
Total prime fish . 1,628 925 18,842 7,838 
Cod 591 16613 | 10,902 
Lin 486 568 6,107 3, 
Haddock - 552 559 5,228 2,632 
Mackerel - 1,498 2,049 126,371 47,825 
Herrings - 8,395 4,062 19,234 4 
Whit 3 370 3550 | 4,008 
1t1n; 
ake - - 579 637 2,722 | 
All other, except shell fish - 3,097 2,176 17,198 | 12,807 
Total 17,279 13,887 211,096 | 105,695 
Shell fish :— | 
Lobsters - 2,570 5,740 2,331 
Crabs - - 173 1,092 | 751 
Oysters - 1,059 184 
Other shell fish . - 124 58 1,545 | 1,893 
Total - 2,866 953 9436 4,659 
Total value of fish landed 20,145 44,340 220,532 | 110,354 


Nors.--The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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VIII.-—Cotron Returns.—Jvuty 1889. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Return of the NumBer of Bates of Corton Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpvep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July 
1889, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1888. 


| Seven months ended 


Month of 
July 
| | 
1889. 1888. | 1889. 1888. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American . - 49,056 112,009 1,614,292 1,693,023 
Brazilian sn igs 6,178 16,204 117,642 214,661 
East Indian - - 80,199 38,410 495,142 275,528 
Egyptian - - - 641 6,659 129,618 116,909 
Miscellaneous - - 3,92S 5,993 39,665 33,773 
Total Om 140,003 179,275 2,396,359 2,833,894 
Exports. 
American - - 19,369 16,481 187,556 153,457 
Brazilian 2,077 860 33,409 11,235 
East Indian - 30,451 24,616 172,341 183,773 
Egyptian - - - 50 1,210 7,607 7,446 
Miscellaneous - - 2,517 1,000 12,758 13,518 
Total - - 54,464 44,167 413,671 369,429 
ForwarpDeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 166,581 187,600 *1,596,607 1,525,708 
Brazilian - - 8,274 21,122 74,662 184,962 
East Indian - - 19,835 15,013 131,182 109,418 
Egyptian - - 14,863 44,402 124,773 120,756 
Miscellancous - - 6,305 8,528 65,914 62,249 
Total - - 215,858 246,665 1,993,138 2,003,093 
Forwarvep from InLanp Towns to Ports. 

American - - - 469 399 | 2,600 3,195 

East Indian - 2 | 20 
Egyptian - 59 203 
Miscellaneous - - | 7 
Total = - . 471 399 | 2,679 3,399 


* Amended figures. 


— 
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IX.—Periopicat Rerurns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = zs.: Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s.6d,; Lira = 9)%d.; 
Drachme = 9,5,d. ; I.. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 10d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Year, including latestMonth, 


Name of Country. 


Value for the Month, Aggregate for Period of the 


1 
1889. | 1888. | "1889. | 1888. 


Russia in Europe - | April - | Roubles 32,431,000 | 23,080,000 ! 118,420,000 | 79,210,000 
France - -, June -| Frs, 322,031,000 | 363,367,000 2,099,988,000 | 2,022,077,000 
Portugal - -  -/!| April -| Milreis - 3,680,000 4,166,000 13,987,000 13,39 1,000 
Italy - . -| June -| Lire - 113,056,000 103,415,000 634,314,000 609,981,000 

April - | Drehms. 10,335,000 , 7,575,000 | 34,918,000 | _33,297,000 
May - » 10,889,000 | 8,444,000 || 45,807,000 41,662,000 
Egypt - - -| Mar. -| L. Egyptian 571,000 | 618,000 | 1,638,000 2,044,000 
United States - +-/| June -| Dolrs.- 61,205,000 | 62,920,000 392,335,000 | 372,679,000 
British India® - May - Rupees 5,87,00,276 | 5,55.85,004 11,73,10,254 | 70,97,89,992 


Greece - 


Il.—Exports. 


Russia in Europe -| April - | Roubles 59,091,000 | 69,990,000 || 195,555,000 | 208,799,000 
France -| June -| Frs, 280,493,000 | 253,842,000 || 1,704,029,000 | 7,537,340,000 
Portugal . - | April - | Milreis - 2,165,000 2,066,000 | 7,723,000 8,000,000 


Italy - -| June -| Lire’ 78,398,000 76,224,000 462,151,000 452,140,000 


{ April -| Drchms. 8,871,000 4;773,000 30,469,000 23,050,000 

May - a 7,146,000 4,469,000 37,615,000 27,525,000 
Egypt - -| Mar. - | L. Egyptian 882,000 717,000 3,840,000 2,909,000 
United States - -| June - | Dolrs, - 48,268,000 | 44,627,000 | 361,684,600 311,044,000 
British India* -| May -| Rupees 9,90,17,790 | 8,97,50,895 19,07,25,529 | 16,98,90,722 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “special ” imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special”? means, in 
the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


| 
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X.—ForEIGN TRADE or 


Imports and Exports into and from British INpIA. 


Imports from Forei Exports to Foreign 
Countries, Countries.* 
Two ended Two ended 
ist May ist May 
| 
1889, | 7888. 1889, 1888. 
| 
R | R. R. 
1—Animals—living - 43,817 98,550 1,71,797 1,960,822 
IL.—Articles of food and drink -j} 1,38,22,991 1,24,48,349 4,44,42,481 4,82,80,896 
III.—Metals and manufactures of — | 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated- ware) 20,77,203 18,938,032 17,601 21,558 
B.—Metals - 81,29,718 67,32,894 1,01,421 74524 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 45,12,727 38,317,008 1,750 
D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 21,21,520 49,601,246 -- 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing | 
and tanning materials - 20,13,637 18,49,360 2,23,71,422 2,02,67,668 
V.—Oils - 41,44,044 36,82,764 14,95,006 14,606,506 
VI.—Raw materials and uumanu- 
factured articles - 82,17,600 74988849 | 9,08,42,188 | 6,96,46,947 
Vil—aArticles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 6,16.05,359 5,45,18,153 1,69,16,767 164,94 
B.—Apparel - - 19,85,264 20,906,186 2,00,264 242,874 
C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - 91,36,374 96,839,545 64,87,579 63,354,700 
ToTaL - + | 11,73,10,254 | 70,97,89,992 | 18,30,46,521 | 76,30,05,907 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only, 


| 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS, 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1889, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 


| 
Price. Price.] No. Price. 
St. Petersburg -| 2d. | 492 | Kiungchow - | 1d. | 537 | Constantinople 2d. 
Nice - - | 1d. 493 | Sandakan’ - - | 1d. 588 mascus - -| Id 
Stettin - -| 2d. 494 Manila - - | 1d. 539 | Tientsin -| 1d. 
Fiume - | 1d. 495 | Swatow - | 1d. | 540 | Amoy - ld 
Chinkiang - -| 1d. § 496 | Guayaquil - | 1d. | 541 | Mogador -| 1d. 
-| 1d. 497 | Rome - Vienna - 1d. 
Mal - 498 | Santos - - | 1d. 543 | Antwerp -| Id. 
Taganrog - - | 1d. | 499 | Boston - «=| 1d.]544| Lisbon - -]| 2d. 
Mozambique - | 1d.] 500 | Aleppo - -| 1d. 545 | New York -| lid. 
Bogota - - | 2d.] 501 | Bordeaux - 2d. 546 | San Francisco -| 1d. 
Patras - - 1d, 502 | Valparaiso -| 647 | Stettin - lad. 
Texas -| 1d. 503 | St. Petersburg -| 1d. | 548 | San Salvador -| id. 
Buda Pesth - | 1d. | 504 | Riode Janeiro -| 4d.| 549 | Trebizond. -| 1d. 
Madeira - -| 1d.]505| Brest - - 1d.]550| Nice - -| 1d. 
Warsaw - 1d. 506 | Dunkirk - -| 1d.] 551 | Baghdad - 4d. 
Paris - | 2d. 507 | Genoa - - - | 2d. 552) Fiume - Id. 
Baltimore - -| Beyrout - - | 553 | Mogador - 2d. 
Philadelphia - | 2d. 41509 | Colonia - - | 1d. 554 | Buenos Ayres - | lid. 
New Orleans -| 2d. | Marseilles - | 555 | San Francisco - | 23d. 
New Orleans -| 2d. | Kiukiang -] 556 | Carthagena -| 4d. 
Cherbourg - | 1d. 512 | Buda Pesth - | 2d, | 557 Syra - -| 1d. 
Buenos Ayres -| 1d.] 513) Wénchow -| 558 | Varna and 
Igiers - 1d.]514| Coquimbo- -| 1d.| Bourgas- -| 1d. 
Ichang - - | 1d. 4515 | Charleston - - | 1d. 559 | Thessaly -| 4d. 
Copenhagen -| 1d. | 516 | Riga - - | 1d. | 560 Yokohama -| 1d. 
Athens - - | 1d. 517 | Mollendo’ - - | 1d.] 561 | Nantes - - | ltd. 
Cherbourg - 1d.]518| Taiwan - -| 1d. | 562 | Suakin - -| 4d. 
The Pirzeus -| 1d.]519| Wuhu - 563 Algeria - 1d. 
Galatz - =| 1d. 520| Corunna - - | 2d. | 564 | St. Petersburg - | 23d. 
Tripoli - -| 1d.]521| Noumea - -| 1d,]565 | - -| 1d 
Saigon - «| 1d. 522 | San José - -| 1d. 566 | Newchwang 1d, 
Serajevo - -| 1d. | 523 | Ningpo - «=| 1d. 4} 567 | Roustchouk and 
Brussels - -| 2d. 524 2d, -| 1d. 
Bengazi - -| 1d. | 525 | Hankow - - | 2d. | 568 | Stockholm - | 14d. 
dessa - -| 1d. 526 | Foochow - -| 1d. 569 | Tonga - -| Id. 
San Domingo -| 1d.]527| Erzeroum - Chicago - - | lid. 
Rome - | 1d. 528 | Cuidad Bolivar -| 1d. | 571 | Adana - -| 4d. 
Lisbon - 529} Jaffa - - | 1d. 572 | Buenos Ayres -| 3d. 
Port Said - -| 2d. 1530 | Ancona - -| 1d. 573 | Frankfort- - | lid. 
Havre - «| |} Savannah - 1d. 574 Canton - - | lid. 
Boulogne - -| 1d. 532 | Batavia - -| 1d.]575| Tamsui - ~- | 53d. 
Callao - 1d. 533 | Adrianople - 1d.]576| Palermo - 3d. 
Barcelona - | 2d. | 534 isch - -| 11d. 577 | Amsterdam 1d. 
Boulogne - 2d. 535 | Vienna - 1d.]578| Ajaccio - - d. 
Taganrog - - | 2d, 1586 | Odessa - Sd. | 579 | Shanghai - | 14d. 


No. | 

447 

448 
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450 

451 

452 

453 

454 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

460 

461 
462 

463 

465 

466 

467 

468 
469 

470 

471 | 

472 

473 
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476" 

477 
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480 
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485 | 

486 | 

487 | 

488 | 

489 

490 

491 

| 


No. 

111. 
112. 
113. 
114, 
115. 
116. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


Price. 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on the plum crop in Bosnia for 1887-88 - 
Italy.—Report on the production of sulphur and other minerals in Sicily - 
Russia.—Report on the grain trade in the ports of the Sea of Azov - 
Persia.—Notes on the wool trade in Persia and Trans-Caucasia = - - 
Spain.—Report on the tobacco industries at Cuba - - - 
Mexico.—Report on the railways of Mexico —- - - - 


Germany.—Notes on the Sonsense of mortality from typhus in Munich, 
1851-87 - - - 


. Portugal.—Notes on the proposed establishment of a winnie wine 


company in the consular district of Oporto - - - + 


. Persia.—Notes on British trade and foreign competition in North Persia - 
. Turkey.—Notes on the absence of direct steam communication between 


the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - . 


121. Staly.—Report on the forests, &c., of the province of Belluno = - - 
122. Chile—Report on the nitrate industry of Chili - - - 
123. Argentine Republic. on to Republie, 


. Russia.—Further Notes on the absence of direct steam communication 


between the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - - 


125. Italy.—Report on the fruit candying industry of Leghorn - . 
126, Austria-Hungary.—-Summary of of of 


factories in Hungary - - 
Netherlands.-Report on the system of local workmen’s insurance 
established by the Amsterdam of of the 
Netherlands 4 


. Austria-Hungary.—Summery the of Chief Inepecter of 


Factories in Hungary - 


. Mexico.—Report on the importation of cotton cloth at Vera Cruz in 1888 
. Italy.—Report on the industries, &c. of the province of Treviso - - 
. France.—Report on the oyster production of Arcachon - - 
- Mexico.—Summary of the principal administrative measures enacted in 


Mexico under the presidency of General Diaz - - 


. Mexico.—Report on the climate and public health of Vera Cruz - - 
. Ztaly.—Report on the yieid of cocoons in Italy in 1888 - - - 


Germany.—Report on the recent strike of Westphalian miners - - 


. Mexico.—Keport on recent discoveries of gold at Santa Clara, Lower 


. Italy.—Report on the recent agrarian disturbances in the Upper Milanese 
. Mexico.—Report on the cultivation and manufacture of tobacco in the 


State of Vera Cruz - - - - 


ld. 


\ \ 
| 
|| 
ld. 
ld. 
ld. 
ld. 
ld. 
118 
ld. 
119 1d. 
ad 
1d. 
| ld. 
Wd 
ld, 
127. 
ld. 
| 128 
ld. 
129 id. 
130 2d, 
131 4d. 
132) 
133 4d. 
13, 
we 
dd. 
137 hd. 
| 


